Supreme Court nominee 


Jackson tells committee she will hear cases 
without “fear or favor. News, Page 4 
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Plane crash in China 


China Eastern flight crashes in remote area; 
132 presumed dead. News, Page 4 
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Biden’s European trip 


President adds stop in Poland to his trip to 
Europe this week. News, Page 6 
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Sunny and breezy 


Mostly sunny and breezy; 
high of 52. Sports, Page 6 
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WAR IN UKRAINE 


Defiant Mariupol mired in misery 


Defenders in city 
hang on as Russian 
onslaught mounts 


By Cara Anna 


Associated Press 


LVIV, Ukraine — As Mari- 
upol’s defenders held out 
Monday against Russian 
demands that they surren- 
der, the number of bodies in 
the rubble of the bombarded 


and encircled Ukrainian 


city remained shrouded in 
uncertainty, the full extent 
of the horror not yet known. 

With communica- 
tions crippled, movement 
restricted and many resi- 
dents in hiding, the fate of 
those inside an art school 
flattened on Sunday and 
a theater that was blown 
apart four days earlier was 
unclear. 

More than 1,300 people 
were believed to be shelter- 
ing in the theater, and 400 


were estimated to have been 
in the art school. 

Perched on the Sea of 
Azov, Mariupol has been 
a key target that has been 
relentlessly pounded for 
more than three weeks and 
has seen some of the worst 
suffering of the war. The 
fall of the southern port city 
would help Russia estab- 
lish a land bridge to Crimea, 
seized from Ukraine in 2014. 

But no clear picture 
emerged of how close its 


capture might be. 

“Nobody can tell from the 
outside if it really is on the 
verge of being taken,” said 
Keir Giles, a Russia expert 
at the British think tank 
Chatham House. 

Over the weekend, 
Moscow had offered safe 
passage out of Mariupol, 
with one corridor lead- 
ing east to Russia, another 
going west to other parts 
of Ukraine in return for 
the city’s surrender before 


daybreak Monday. Ukraine 
rejected the offer well before 
the deadline. 

Mariupol officials said 
at least 2,300 people have 
died in the siege, with some 
buried in mass graves, but 
fears grew that the number 
could be far higher. 

For those who remain, 
conditions have become 
brutal. The bombard- 
ment has cut off Mariu- 
pol’s electricity, water and 
food supplies and severed 


communication with the 
outside world, plunging 
residents into a fight for 
survival. 

“What’s happening in 
Mariupol is a massive war 
crime,” European Union 
foreign policy chief Josep 
Borrell said. 

Mariupol had a prewar 
population of about 430,000. 
Around a quarter were 
believed to have left in the 


Turn to Ukraine, Page 3 


Employees 
at ESPN 
enounce 


Florida bill 


Join Disney colleagues 
to protest the company’s 
response to ‘Don't Say Gay’ 


Trailblazing sneaker store Rundown Hartford 
brings streetwear downtown 


By Alex Putterman 
Hartford Courant 


Connecticut ESPN employees have 
joined colleagues across the Walt Disney 
Company protesting the company’s 
response to Florida’s “Parental Rights in 
Education” bill that would prohibit “class- 
room instruction by school personnel or 
third parties on sexual orientation or 
gender identity” for young children. 

Critics say the legislation, dubbed the 
“Don’t Say Gay” bill, would stigmatize 
LGBTQIA+ identity and interfere with an 
honest and well-rounded education for 
students. 

The bill has passed both houses of the 
Florida legislature and is expected to be 
signed into law by Florida Gov. Ron DeSan- 
tis. 

Disney, whose presence in Florida 
includes Walt Disney World Resort in 
Orlando, drew criticism for its initial 
silence about the legislation, as well as for 
having donated to lawmakers support- 
ing it. Though Disney CEO Bob Chapek 
has since said the company stands with 
LGBTQIA+ employees and announced 
a pause on political donations in Florida, 
employees say the company should do 
more. 

The protests, which began last week, 
included an impassioned speech from 
ESPN anchor Elle Duncan and continued 
with moments of silence during March 
Madness broadcasts. They are expected 
to escalate Tuesday with all-day walkouts 
across Disney properties. 

“We understand the gravity of this legis- 
lation and also how it is affecting so many 
families across this country,” Duncan 
said during studio coverage of the NCAA 
women’s basketball tournament Friday. 
“Because of that, our allyship is going to 
take a front seat, and with that, we are 
going to pause in solidarity.” 

An ESPN spokesperson declined to 
comment Monday beyond referring back 
to a statement from last week in which 
the network expressed support for both 
its LGBTQIA+ employees and the broad- 
casters who protested on air. 

“Our programming was interrupted 
when employees participated in a demon- 
stration designed to stand in solidarity with 
the LGBTQIA+ community at ESPN and 





Owner Christian Scott of Rundown confers with staff member Dwayne Stewart, right, at the newly opened store on Pratt Street 
specializing in high-end and collectible sneakers. MARK MIRKO PHOTOS/HARTFORD COURANT 


PIVOTAL PURSUIT 


By Seamus McAvoy | Hartford Courant 


Rundown Hartford is the first of its kind. 

Located toward the east end of Hartford’s historic 
brick-lined Pratt Street, Rundown is primarily a sneaker 
shop specializing in high-end items from footwear to 
clothing owned by Christian Scott, a 27-year-old New 
Haven resident. 

The shop, which celebrated its grand opening March 
5 with lines out the door, has the feeling of an art gallery. 
Designer sneakers worth anywhere from a few hundred 
dollars to a few thousand, wrapped tightly in plastic for 
protection, line the walls like original Rembrandts. 

On this warm March afternoon, a steady stream of 
customers flows in and out — some making purchases, 
and some just admiring the beauty. 

“This is a great start for sneaker culture in Hartford, 
because ashop like this really hasn’t been here before,” 
said Donner P., 25, of Hartford County, who was in the 
store for the first time Friday. 

“This is pivotal. It’s something that could bring a ) : 
certain sneaker community together,” he said. a 
Rundown customer Tommy Mitchell checks his look in the mirror as he 
dances at the new store on Pratt Street. 





Turn to Rundown, Page 3 
Turn to ESPN, Page 2 


Hard-boiled criminal suspected 
in political murder-for-hire plot 


By Edmund H. Mahony 
Hartford Courant 
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2014. Law enforcement officials call 
them vintage Bratsenis. He and a part- 
ner, Bomani Africa, hit the banks with 
stopwatch precision, leaping onto 
teller counters, pointing guns, empty- 
ing drawers, timing everything and 
setting a fire to cover their escape. 
Bratsenis faces what amounts to 


in police files in Connecticut, New York 
and New Jersey, robbing banks and 
sticking up jewelry stores. In 1980, a 
mob-connected Stamford police lieu- 
tenant recruited him for a crew that 
murdered a drug dealer and stole akilo 
of heroin. 

Bratsenis’ most recent stretch in 
prison is the result of armed bank 
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George Bratsenis is still one of 
Connecticut’s most hard-boiled crim- 
inals, even if, at age 73, he no longer fits 
the picture. He is in prison, where he 
has spent most of his life. He is dying of 
cancer and suffering from COPD. 





Razor wire fencing is shown on a section of the Metropolitan 
Correctional Center in New York. George Bretsanis once wrote 
a letter from the prison to the director of the federal Bureau of 
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a life sentence as a career 
criminal for the two bank 
robberies. But in January he 
learned that he has another 
problem. 

Authorities in New Jersey 
allege that between his last 
two bank robberies in April 
and September of 2014, he 
and Africa committed a polit- 
ical murder-for hire there 
that is stunning even in a 
state where politics usually 
get the quaint descriptive 
“rough and tumble.” 

In a sensational court 
appearance on Jan. 25, well- 
known New Jersey politi- 
cal operative Sean Caddle 
pleaded guilty to conspiracy 
to commit murder for hire 
and claimed he paid Bratse- 
nis and Africa to kill Michael 
Galdieri, another political 
operator who had worked 
with Caddle in the past. 

A day later, Africa, 61, 
was in federal court in New 
Jersey, pleading guilty 
to conspiring to commit 
murder-for-hire and admit- 
ting that he was one of the 
killers Caddle paid. 

Bratsenis has not been 
charged. 

He was in court in New 
Jersey on Feb. 22, but the 
hearing was postponed with- 
out explanation. Lawyers for 
both Bratsenis and Africa 
would not discuss the case. 

Bratsenis and Africa 
are suspected of stabbing 
Galdierito death in his Jersey 
City apartment and setting 
the apartment on fire in May 
2014, according to author- 
ities. Caddle is accused 
of meeting Bratsenis and 
paying him the following day. 

Federal prosecutors have 
not revealed a motive for 
the case. But filings in court 
show that Caddle, 44, has 


ESPN 
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ESPN’s parent company, 
Disney,” the network said. 
“Our colleagues have 
both our respect and our 
support.” 

At least three ESPN/ABC 
broadcast crews participate 
in moments of silence during 


Hartford Courant 


been cooperating with inves- 
tigators since at least last fall 
and agreed to plead guilty 
months ago. 

“He’s signed on as a coop- 
erating witness,” his attor- 
ney, Edwin J. Jacobs, told US. 
District Judge John Michael 
Vazquez in Newark during 
the plea proceeding. 

Caddle broke into poli- 
tics in New Jersey’s Hudson 
County. Among his clients 
were U.S. Sen. Robert Menen- 
dez, a New Jersey Demo- 
crat, and Raymond Lesniak, 
a retired Democratic state 
senator. Caddle also worked 
in Colorado and Texas. 

Just what led to the 
murder-for-hire conspiracy 
remains a mystery, but there 
are signs that an answer may 
lie in prison. 

Caddle’s brother, James 
Caddle, and Bratsenis were 
confined together for more 
than three years in New 
Jersey’s in Northern State 
Prison in Newark, according 
to state corrections depart- 
ment records obtained by 
NJ Advance Media. James 
Caddle was locked up from 
2007 to 2010 on kidnap- 
ping, burglary and robbery 
charges. Bratsenis was in the 
same prison from 2006 to 
2010 for weapons and bank 
robbery charges in New 
Jersey, according to federal 
court records in Connecticut. 

Bratsenis and Africa also 
met in the New Jersey prison 
system, according to the 
Connecticut records. Bratse- 
nis is a Stamford native. 
Africa, formerly known a 
Baxter Randolf Keys, is from 
Philadelphia. 

“Bratsenis was incar- 
cerated for a bank robbery 
conviction and Africa was 
incarcerated for a robbery 
conviction,” a 2016 prose- 
cution memo filed by the 
U.S. Attorney’s office in New 
Haven says. “From 1999 


NCAA women’s basketball 
tournament broadcasts over 
the weekend. 

“There are things bigger 
than basketball that need 
to be addressed at this 
time,” ESPN play-by-play 
commentator Courtney 
Lyle said moments before 
the second half of the first- 
round game between South 
Carolina and Howard on 


HOW TO REACH US 


through 2006, Bratsenis and 
Africa were both assigned to 
Block 2C, eight cells apart in 
cells 32 and 40.” 

It was while they were 
together in prison that 
Bratsenis and Africa agreed 
to “rob banks together” 
when they got out, accord- 
ing to the memo. 

Bratsenis is a serial bank 
robber who grew up play- 
ing Little League in Stam- 
ford. After graduating from 
high school he joined the U.S. 
Marine Corps, and was honor- 
ably discharged after serving 
in Vietnam. He was trained 
as a “tunnel rat” — one of the 
troops who did the dangerous 
work of infiltrating, emptying 
and destroying underground 
enemy fortifications. 

Ina hand written letter he 
once wrote from the noto- 
rious Metropolitan Correc- 
tional Center in New York, 
complaining about condi- 
tions to the director of the 
federal Bureau of Prisons, 
Bratsenis opens and closes 
with “Semper Fi”, the U.S. 
Marine Corps motto. 

After military service inthe 
1960s, Bratsenis slipped into 
a life of drugs and crime, his 
lawyer wrote ina Connecticut 
court filing. By the 1980s, he 
was running with a crew of 
wise guys and crooked local 
police officers who were 
robbing and killing drug deal- 
ers after luring drug dealers 
north from Florida, accord- 
ing to a former federal prose- 
cutor involved in the matters. 

In 1984, he was charged 
in a conspiracy with 
then-Stamford police Lt. 
Lawrence Hogan and two 
others to murder drug dealer 
David “the Turk” Avnayim. 
The same year, Bratsenis 
was sentenced to 30 years 
in prison for a variety of 
offenses and, after complet- 
ing that sentence, was trans- 
ferred to New Jersey to serve 


Friday. “Our friends, our 
family, our coworkers, the 
coworkers in our commu- 
nity, are hurting right now.” 

During Saturday’s 
UConn women’s basket- 
ball game against Mercer, 
ABC announcers Stephanie 
White and Pam Ward also 
offered their support. 

It is not clear how many 
ESPN employees in Bristol 
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time for crimes there. 

The first bank Bratsenis 
and Africa are accused of 
hitting after release by New 
Jersey was a People’s United 
branch on Old Kings High- 
way in Darien. Bratsenis is 
accused of waiting outside 
in a getaway car while Africa 
walked in at 2:14 p.m. wear- 
ing a blue hooded sweatshirt, 
gloves and a mask and carry- 
ing an umbrella. 

“Upon entering the bank, 
Africa dropped the umbrella, 
pulled out a gun and jumped 
over the teller station counter,” 
according to a court filing, 
“Africa told the teller to open 
the first and second drawer, 
and said ‘I will shoot you ifyou 
don’t give me all your money” 
Africa took a substantial 
amount of cash and placed it 
in a ‘leopard’ colored pillow 
case. Africa then jumped the 
counter and left the bank. 
Africa was last seen running 
to the back of the bank next 
to the railroad tracks. Bratse- 
nis picked Africa up on the 
other side of the railroad 
tracks from the bank and 
they both left the scene” 

The following month, May 
2014, Galdieri was found 
stabbed to death in his burn- 
ing Jersey City apartment. 

In September 2014, Bratse- 
nis and Africa decided to hit 
a People’s branch on Madi- 
son Avenue in Trumbull. 
Early on Sept. 25, they stole 
a car at gun point outside 
a professional building on 
Hawley Lane. The follow- 
ing day, Africa drove to the 
bank in the stolen car. Bratse- 
nis drove his sister’s white 
pickup truck. 

Prosecutors said Africa 
again jumped over the teller 
counter, demanded money 
while pointing a long-bar- 
reled pistol at one of the 
tellers. Bratsenis, wearing a 
cut-off sweatshirt arm with 
eye holes as his mask, was 


or elsewhere intend to walk 
out Tuesday and whether 
that might affect any aspect 
of the network’s broadcast 
schedule. The walkout is 
scheduled to last from 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m., according 
to a website run by Disney 
employees. 

According to whereis- 
chapek.com, the protests 
aim to pressure Disney into 


also armed and took money 
from the cash drawers. After 
a minute, one of the two 
yelled “Time.” Both men fled, 
Bratsenis carrying money 
in a bag and Africa spilling 
some of what he was trying 
to carry away in his hands. 
They made off with $29,937. 

Outside, prosecutors said, 
they lit the stolen car on fire 
as a distraction and drove off 
in the white pickup truck. 

Three days after the 
robbery, the Trumbull police 
identified Bratsenis’ sister as 
owner of the pickup. She is 
identified in court filings by 
the initials K.M. 

“K.M. acknowledged that 
she owned a 1995 white 
Chevy S-10 pick-up truck, but 
reported to the officer that 
her brother George Bratsenis 
drove the pick-up,” federal 
prosecutors said. “K.M. 
explained that Bratsenis, 
who lived on Jewett Avenue 
in Bridgeport, had recently 
been released from prison 
after serving 27 years for 
bank robberies.” 

Police spotted Bratsenis 
driving the pick-up later in 
the day of Sept. 29, and pulled 
him over. A search of the 
truck turned up, among other 
things, a long-blade butch- 
er’s knife, 13 surgical gloves, 
five black work gloves and 
a cut-off sleeve of a sweat- 
shirt with eye holes. Bank 
surveillance cameras show 
the cut-off sleeve matched 
Bratsenis’ mask. 

Federal authorities in both 
Connecticut and New Jersey 
are saying nothing about the 
butcher’s knife, which has 
become a topic of specula- 
tion as a result of Galdieri’s 
stabbing death. 

Adding to the speculation 
is plea from the family of 
Joyce and John Sheridan, a 
politically active couple who 
also were stabbed to death. 
Sheridan was a confidant 


permanently ceasing dona- 
tions to certain Florida legis- 
lators, halting construction 
and investment in Florida, 
donating to LGBTQIA+ 
groups, better represent- 
ing LGBTQIA+ people in 
its content and creating a 
brand specifically focused 
on LGBTQIA+ voices. 
“Asacommunity, we have 
been forced into an impossi- 


to New Jersey governors, 
an influential Republican 
and former state transpor- 
tation commissioner. On 
Sept. 28, 2014, he and is wife 
were stabbed to death in 
their Princeton, New Jersey, 
home, which was then set 
on fire. One of the Sheri- 
dan” sons has asked that 
his parent’s death be reex- 
amined and that the knife 
found in Bratsenis’ truck be 
subjected to forensic testing. 

Africa was arrested in 2015. 
Both he and Bratsenis have 
been held in pretrial detention 
since their arrests — an extraor- 
dinarily long period of time in 
a federal criminal case. Federal 
authorities will not give a 
reason for the delay in resolv- 
ing the cases against them. 

After Bratsenis’ capture 
and return to prison, Africa 
was at large for several 
months. He pulled off a 
final bank job on Dec. 13, 
2014. Federal investigators 
believe the two cased the 
banks and planned robber- 
ies in advance — including 
the third one, a Niagara Bank 
branch in Trumbull. Inter- 
cepted jail house conver- 
sations between Bratsenis 
and his girlfriend suggest he 
believed Africa should have 
been more aggressive about 
stealing money and sharing 
it with the girlfriend. 

“But like he, he, he knows, 
you, what you are going 
through and everything,” 
Bratsenis told his girlfriend, 
the conversations show. “He, 
he should be right up there 
and step to the plate. I mean 
like see that’s the difference 
of between him and me. I’m, 
I’m gonna go. You know I 
got ... ’m gonna go do what 
I gotta do. You know, you 
know that. You know me well 
enough to know that.” 

“That’s why I (exple- 
tive) love you so (expletive) 
much,” his girlfriend replied. 


ble and unsustainable posi- 
tion,’ reads a statement on 
the website. “We must now 
take action to convince 
[Disney] to protect employ- 
ees and their families in 
the face of such open and 
unapologetic bigotry.” 


Alex Putterman can be 


reached at aputterman@ 
courant.com. 
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NEWS EXECUTIVE 
The late lotto numbers were not drawn 


in time for this edition. For results, 
please visit courant.com/lottery. 


Helen Bennett 
Executive Editor 
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“The tennis shoes are great, but not for me,’ said Hartford resident Karen Bacco, who talked with Rundown staffer Franchesca Villar about looking for leopard print slides. MARK MIRKO PHOTOS/ 
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‘It turned into 
a business’ 


Scott traces his love for 
sneakers back to his child- 
hood in Stamford, when his 
parents would take him to 
the Bronx to look at the new 
releases, now colloquially 
referred to as “drops.” Once 
he got his first job, Scott says 
he’d spend entire paychecks 
on just one or two pairs. 

“T think at the high point, 
I probably had 500 pairs for 
myself,” said Scott, who, it 
feels important to mention, 
was wearing Yeezy slides. 

Most of Scott’s collection 
had never been worn, and 
many never even taken out 
of the box, so he started list- 
ing some pairs on Facebook 
Marketplace. It was more 
out of necessity than a wish 
to make money, he said, but 
began getting offered “prices 
I didn’t imagine.” 

It was clear there was a 
business opportunity in the 
secondary sneaker market. 
Still in need of space for his 
personal collection, Scott 
opened the first Rundown 
location in Bridgeport in 
September 2020. 

Scott had planned on 
focusing on online sales, but 
people kept coming in the 
door. He started hiring staff 
to help out. Rundown now 
has two managers and 17 
other staff employees. 

“Tt turned into a business 
without us trying,” Scott said. 

Which isn’t to say that 
Scott, who speaks with the 
air and savvy of a veteran 
businessman, isn’t up to 
the task. In addition to 
experience selling online, 
he worked as an assistant 
manager at a consignment 
shop in New York City prior 
to opening the Bridgeport 
shop. 

“You don’t have that 
customer until you have 
what they want to buy,’ he 
explains while talking inven- 
tory strategy. 

Hartford is big on older 


Ukraine 
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opening days of the war, and 
tens of thousands escaped 
over the past week by way 
of a humanitarian corridor. 
Other attempts have been 
thwarted by the fighting. 

A long convoy of vehicles 
lined a road in Bezimenne, 
Ukraine, as Mariupol resi- 
dents sought shelter at a 
temporary camp set up by 
the rebel Donetsk govern- 
ment. An estimated 5,000 
people from Mariupol have 
taken refuge in the camp. 
Many arrived in cars with 
signs that said “children” in 
Russian. 

A woman who gave her 
name as Yulia said she and 
her family sought shelter in 
Bezimenne after a bombing 
destroyed six houses behind 
her home. 








Franchesca Villar of Rundown wraps sneakers at the newly opened store on Pratt Street. Rundown specializies in high-end and 


collectible sneakers. 


sneakers, Scott said, as well 
as “SB”s, Nike’s line of skate- 
boarding gear. Rundown is 
just blocks away from Heaven 
Skate Park, a hub for local 
skate culture, which Scott 
says is an untapped market. 
Rundown has something 
for everybody — or, nearly 
everybody. “Their tennis 
shoes are great, but not for 
me,” said Karen Bacco, of 
Hartford, who came in look- 
ing for leopard print slides. 


What’s the 
hype about? 


With streetwear, “you 
either get it or you don’t,” 
Donner said. In other words: 
If you know, you know. 

But it’s real. The global 
sneaker market is worth 
an estimated $85 billion, 
according to Statista, 
a German market and 
consumer data company. 

But before Rundown, 


“That’s why we got in 
the car, at our own risk, and 
left in 15 minutes because 
everything is destroyed 
there, dead bodies are lying 
around,” she said. “They 
don’t let us pass through 
everywhere there are shoot- 
ings.” 

As Russia intensifies its 
effort to pound Mariupol 
into submission, its ground 
offensive in other parts of 
the country has become 
bogged down, slowed by 
lethal hit-and-run attacks 
by the Ukrainians. West- 
ern officials and analysts 
say the conflict is turning 
into a grinding war of attri- 
tion, with Russian Presi- 
dent Vladimir Putin’s forces 
using air power and artil- 
lery to pulverize cities from 
a distance. 

A senior U.S. defense offi- 
cial, speaking on condition 
of anonymity to discuss the 


many Connecticut residents 
didn’t have a place to go to 
get in on the trend that has 
completely taken over the 
fashion world. 

“T don’t want to be cocky, 
but when we opened, there 
was nobody doing what we 
wanted to do,” said Jazz 
Beltre, Scott’s longtime 
friend and Rundown Hart- 
ford’s store manager. 

On one hand, that meant 
there was no easy roadmap 
for success. On the other, 
Connecticut’s entire high- 
end sneaker market was 
theirs to fill. 

So how do they do it? “I’m 
sure you’ve seen pictures 
online of some dude with 
like, 200 pairs [of sneakers],” 
said Beltre, referring to the 
common practice of individ- 
uals using bots to purchase 
large amounts of streetwear 
items within seconds of 
their release. 

“That person won't sell to 
the average person, because 


military’s assessment, said 
Russia had increased air 
sorties over the past two 
days, carrying out as many as 
300 in the past 24 hours, and 
has fired more than 1,100 
missiles into Ukraine since 
the invasion began Feb. 24. 

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, in 
a video address Monday 
night, hailed those who have 
fought back against Russia. 

“There is no need to orga- 
nize resistance,” he said. 
“Resistance for Ukrainians 
is part of their soul.” 

In the capital, Kyiv, a 
shopping center in the 
densely populated Podil 
district near the city center 
was a smoking ruin after 
being hit late Sunday by 
shelling that killed eight 
people, according to emer- 
gency officials. The attack 
shattered every window in 
a neighboring high-rise. 


you only want to buy one, 
but he wants to offload all of 
them,” Beltre continued. 

That’s where second- 
ary sellers like Rundown 
come into play. Rundown 
has enough foot traffic in 
their stores to justify bulk 
purchases, and sellers have 
enough trust in them to feel 
comfortable moving orders 
often worth six-figure sums. 

“Tt’s not me that’s messing 
the game up, it’s some kid in 
Oklahoma that has all the 
time in the world to just buy 
sneakers,” Beltre said, laugh- 
ing. “And at one time, I was 
that kid.” 

If you shop at Macy’s, this 
sort of supply chain probably 
sounds bizarre. 

But it reflects the radi- 
cal changes in sneaker 
culture that occurred in 
the 2010s, around the time 
Scott worked as an assistant 
manager at a consignment 
shop in New York City. 

A confluence of factors, 


Russian military spokes- 
man Maj. Gen. Igor 
Konashenkov charged that 
Ukrainian forces had been 
using the shopping mall to 
store rockets and reload 
launchers. That claim could 
not be independently veri- 
fied. 

Britain’s Defense Minis- 
try said Ukrainian resis- 
tance has kept the bulk of 
Moscow’s forces more than 
15 miles from the center 
of Kyiv, but the capital 
“remains Russia’s primary 
military objective.” 

Amid the shelling, Kyiv 
Mayor Vitali Klitschko 
announced a curfew from 
Monday evening through 
Wednesday morning. 

Ukrainian authorities 
also said Russia shelled a 
chemical plant outside the 
eastern city of Sumy, send- 
ing toxic ammonia leaking 
from a 50-ton tank, and hit 


including strong ties to the 
hip-hop community, meant 
that by sometime in the late 
2000s, streetwear brands 
Supreme or A Bathing Ape 
were being mentioned in 
the same breath as Gucci or 
Louis Vuitton. 

Perhaps there’s no better 
indication of how times had 
changed than when Louis 
Vuitton and Supreme collab- 
orated in 2017 — 17 years 
after the former issued a 
cease and desist for unau- 
thorized use of its logo ona 


skateboard deck. 


‘We had to come’ 


Back in Bridgeport, Scott 
said the average customer 
walks away with a $500 
purchase. The customers 
who make the drive from 
the Hartford area drop as 
much as $6,000. “They’re 
not leaving empty handed,” 
Scott said. 

The popularity of 


Rundown with Hartford 
residents, who were making 
trips every day despite the 
long drive, gave Scott the 
motivation to look into retail 
spaces in the capital city. 

He found this location, at 
44 Pratt Street, and “fell in 
love with the aesthetic.” At 
3,200 square feet, Rundown 
Hartford is roughly twice the 
size of the Bridgeport loca- 
tion — a place “we can grow 
into,” Scott said. 

After spending several 
months and $180,000 on 
building out the store, Scott 
learned that he was eligi- 
ble to be reimbursed by up 
to $150,000 as part of Hart- 
ford’s Hart Lift business 
development fund. 

Rundown moves a lot of 
product, which means Scott 
and his team are constantly 
restocking inventory. It 
comes with a big price tag. 

Scott said he spent 
$35,000 on shoes for the 
Bridgeport location the 
other day, and it’s not 
unusual for purchase orders 
to run into six figures. 

Costs are high, but so are 
sales. “We’re doing really 
well,’ Scott said, sporting a 
coy smile. 

Their success has made 
Rundown something of a 
flagship business among 
the Pratt Street newcom- 
ers. The Hartford Chamber 
of Commerce is eager for 
more to follow, after making 
an effort last fall to fill the 
street’s vacant storefronts. 

Rundown has only been 
fully open for about two 
weeks, but it’s already a 
destination. 

“We had to come,” said 
Hartford resident Quraun 
Sturges, who was shopping 
with his wife, Briana. “To 
have a place like this in the 
inner city is great. We usually 
have to make atrip to Boston 
or New York City.” 

“We can order online, but 
pay triple,” said Briana. “This 
is the best thing they could 
do for Hartford.” 


Seamus McAvoy may 
be reached at smcavoy@ 
courant.com. 





A Ukrainian solider on March 12 in Mariupol, Ukraine. A Russian 
demand for surrender of the city in exchange for safe passage 
was rejected. Ukrainian authorities say the fate of civilians 
trapped in the city is largely unknown. MSTYSLAV CHERNOV/AP 


a military training base in 
the Rivne region of west- 


ern Ukraine with cruise 
missiles. 
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High court hearing nods t to 0 history 


First day devoted to 
opening remarks by 
Jackson, senators 


By Mark Sherman 
and Mary Clare Jalonick 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — 
Supreme Court nominee 
Ketanji Brown Jackson 
pledged on Monday to 
decide cases “without fear or 
favor” if the Senate confirms 
her historic nomination as 
the first Black woman on the 
high court. 

Jackson, 51, thanked God 
and professed love for “our 
country and the Constitu- 
tion” in a 12-minute state- 
ment to the Senate Judiciary 
Committee at the end of her 
first day of confirmation 
hearings, nearly four hours 
almost entirely consumed by 
remarks from the panel’s 22 
members. 

Republicans promised 
pointed questions over the 
coming two days, with a 
special focus on her record 
on criminal matters. Demo- 
crats were full of praise 
for President Joe Biden’s 
Supreme Court nominee. 

With her family sitting 
behind her— and her 
husband in socks bearing 
George Washington’s like- 
ness — Jackson stressed 
that she has been indepen- 
dent, deciding cases “from a 
neutral posture” in her nine 
years as ajudge, and that she 
is ever mindful of the impor- 
tance of that role. 

“I have dedicated my 
career to ensuring that the 
words engraved on the front 
of the Supreme Court build- 
ing, equal justice under law, 
are a reality and not just an 
ideal,” she declared. 

Barring a significant 
misstep, Democrats who 
control the Senate by the 





Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson is accompanied by Sens. Chuck Grassley, R-lowa, left, and Dick Durbin, D-Ill., as they arrive Monday 
for the Senate Judiciary Committee’s confirmation hearing on her nomination to the Supreme Court. WINMCNAMEE/GETTY 


slimmest of margins intend 
to wrap up her confirmation 
before Easter. She would be 
the third Black justice, after 
Thurgood Marshall and 
Clarence Thomas, as well as 
the first Black woman on the 
high court. 

Jackson’s' sternest 
Republican critics as well 
as her Democratic defend- 
ers all acknowledged the 
historic nature of her pres- 
ence. There were frequent 
reminders that no Black 
woman had been nominated 
to the high court before her 
and repeated references to 
another unique aspect of her 
nomination: Jackson is the 
first former public defender 
nominated to be a justice. 


“It’s not easy being the 
first. Often, you have to be 
the best, in some ways the 
bravest,” Democratic Sen. 
Dick Durbin of Illinois, the 
committee chairman, said in 
support. 

Democrats sought to 
preemptively rebut Repub- 
lican criticism of her record 
on criminal matters as a 
judge and before that as 
a federal public defender 
and a member of the U.S. 
Sentencing Commission. 

Jackson “is not anti-law 
enforcement,” and is not 
“soft on crime,” Sen. Pat 
Leahy, D-Vt., said, noting 
that members of Jackson’s 
family have worked in law 
enforcement and that she 


Jet carrying 132 crashes 
in remote area of China 


Boeing 737-800 went 
into quick plunge; 
no sign of survivors 


By Ken Moritsugu 


Associated Press 


BEIJING — A China East- 
ern Boeing 737-800 with 132 
people on board crashed ina 
remote mountainous area of 
southern China on Monday, 
officials said, setting off a 
forest fire visible from space 
in the country’s worst air 
disaster in nearly a decade. 

More than 15 hours after 
communication was lost 
with the plane, there was 
still no word about the fate 
of passengers and crew 
members. 

The Civil Aviation Admin- 
istration of China said in 
a statement that the crash 
occurred near the city of 
Wuzhou in the Guangxi 
region. The flight was trav- 
eling from Kunming in the 
southwestern province of 
Yunnan to the industrial 
center of Guangzhou along 
the east coast, it added. 

China Eastern flight 5735 
had been traveling at 523 
mph at around 30,000 feet 
when it entered a steep 
dive around 2:20 p.m. local 
time, according to data 
from flight-tracking website 
FlightRadar24.com. The 
plane stopped transmitting 





Couy Griffin faces a pair of 
charges in connection with 
the U.S. Capitol riot in 2021. 
GEMUNU AMARASINGHE/AP 


data 96 seconds later. 

Local villagers were first 
to arrive at the forested area 
where the plane went down 
and sparked a blaze big 
enough to be seen on NASA 
satellite images. Hundreds 
of rescue workers were sent 
from Guangxi and neighbor- 
ing Guangdong province. 

The plane was carrying 
123 passengers and nine 
crew members, the CAAC 
said, correcting earlier 
reports that 133 people had 
been on board. 

Chinese President Xi 
Jinping called for an “all-out 
effort” by the rescue opera- 
tion, as well as for an investi- 
gation into the crash. 

Relatives of crew 
members arrived at a China 
Eastern office near the 
Kunming airport where the 
plane took off, state broad- 
caster CCTV reported. 

State media reported all 
737-800s in China East- 
ern’s fleet were ordered 
grounded. Aviation experts 
said it is unusual to ground 
an entire fleet of planes 
unless there is evidence of 
a problem with the model. 
China has more 737-800s 
than any other country — 
nearly 1,200 of the planes, 
and if other Chinese airlines 
ground the plane, it “could 
have a significant impact on 
domestic travel,” said avia- 
tion consultant IBA. 


Boeing 737-800s have 
been flying since 1998, 
and Boeing has sold more 
than 5,100 of them. They 
have been involved in 22 
accidents that totaled the 
planes and killed 612 people, 
according to data compiled 
by the Aviation Safety 
Network, an arm of the 
Flight Safety Foundation. 

“There are thousands of 
them around the world. It’s 
certainly had an excellent 
safety record,” the foun- 
dation’s president, Hassan 
Shahidi, said of the 737-800. 

China’s air-safety record 
has improved since the 
1990s as air travel has grown 
dramatically with the rise 
of a burgeoning middle 
class. Before Monday, the 
last fatal crash of a Chinese 
airliner occurred in August 
2010, when an Embraer ERJ 
190-100 operated by Henan 
Airlines hit the ground short 
of the runway in the north- 
eastern city of Yichun and 
caught fire. It carried 96 
people and 44 of them died. 
Investigators blamed pilot 
error. 

The U.S. National Trans- 
portation Safety Board 
tweeted Monday that it had 
picked a senior investigator 
to help with the crash inves- 
tigation. The U.S. Federal 
Aviation Administration, 
which certified the 737-800 
in the 1990s, said it was 


has support from some 
national law enforcement 
organizations. “Judge Jack- 
son is no judicial activist.” 

The committee’s senior 
Republican, Sen. Chuck 
Grassley of Iowa, promised 
Republicans would “ask 
tough questions about Jack- 
son’s judicial philosophy,” 
without turning the hear- 
ings into a “spectacle.” 

Sen. Lindsey Graham, 
R-S.C., noted that Demo- 
crats had opposed some 
past Republican judicial 
nominees who were Black 
or Hispanic, and he said that 
he and his GOP colleagues 
wouldn’t be deterred by 
Jackson’s race from asking 
probing questions. 


He said of some criticism 
from the left: “It’s about, 
‘We’re all racist if we ask 
hard questions.’ That’s not 
going to fly with us.” 

Graham was one of three 
Republicans to support 
Jackson’s confirmation, 
53-44, as an appellate judge 
last year. But he has indi- 
cated over the past several 
weeks that he is unlikely to 
vote for her again. 

While few Republicans 
are likely to vote for her, 
most GOP senators did not 
aggressively criticize Jack- 
son, whose confirmation 
would not change the court’s 
6-3 conservative majority. 
Several Republicans used 
their time to denounce 


Senate Democrats instead 
of Jackson’s record. 

The Republicans are 
trying to use her nomina- 
tion to brand Democrats 
as soft on crime, an emerg- 
ing theme in GOP midterm 
election campaigns. Biden 
has chosen several former 
public defenders for life-ten- 
ured judicial posts. In addi- 
tion, Jackson served on the 
U.S. Sentencing Commis- 
sion, an independent agency 
created by Congress to 
reduce disparity in federal 
prison sentences. 

With Jackson silently 
taking notes, Sen. Josh 
Hawley, R-Mo., said in his 
opening statement that his 
research showed that she 
had a pattern of issuing 
lower sentences in child 
pornography cases, repeat- 
ing comments he wrote in 
a Twitter thread last week. 
The Republican National 
Committee echoed his 
claims, which Hawley did 
not raise when he ques- 
tioned Jackson last year 
before voting against her 
appeals court confirmation. 

The White House, along 
with several Democrats at 
the hearing, has rejected 
Hawley’s criticism as “toxic 
and weakly presented misin- 
formation.” 

Former Alabama Sen. 
Doug Jones, who is guiding 
Jackson as she navigates the 
Senate process, told report- 
ers afterward that “she will 
be the one to counter many 
of those questions” from 
Hawley and others on Tues- 
day and Wednesday. 

Her testimony will give 
viewers and senators their 
most extensive look yet at 
the Harvard-trained lawyer 
with a broader resume than 
many nominees. She would 
be the first justice with 
significant criminal defense 
experience since Marshall. 





Relatives of people aboard China Eastern flight 5735 wait for word Monday at Guangzhou 
Baiyun International Airport in China’s Guangdong province. NOEL CELIS/GETTY-AFP 


ready to help if asked. 

Chicago-based Boeing 
Co. said it was in contact 
with the U.S. safety board 
“and our technical experts 
are prepared to assist with 
the investigation led by the 
Civil Aviation Administra- 
tion of China.” 

Crash investigations are 
usually led by officials in the 
country where the crash 
occurred, but they typically 
include the airplane’s manu- 
facturer and the investigator 
or regulator in the manufac- 
turer’s home country. 

Shahidi said he expects 
investigators to comb 


through the maintenance 
history of the plane and its 
engines, the training and 
records of the pilots, air traf- 
fic control discussions and 
other topics. 

Headquartered in Shang- 
hai, China Eastern is one 
of the country’s top three 
airlines, operating scores of 
domestic and international 
routes serving 248 destina- 
tions. 

The aircraft was delivered 
from Boeing in June 2015 
and had been flying for more 
than six years. China East- 
ern Airlines uses the Boeing 
737-800 asa workhorse of its 


fleet — the airline has more 
than 600 planes with 109 of 
them Boeing 737-800s. 

Broadcaster CCTV said 
China Eastern set up nine 
teams to deal with aircraft 
disposal, accident investi- 
gation, family assistance and 
other pressing matters. 

The CAAC and China 
Eastern both said they had 
sent officials to the crash 
site. 

The accident became a 
leading topic on China’s 
Twitter-like Weibo, with 
1.34 billion views and 
690,000 discussions. Many 
expressed condolences. 


US Capitol riot trial opens for Cowboys for Trump founder 


By Michael Kunzelman 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — 
An elected official from 
New Mexico went to trial 
Monday with a judge — not 
a jury — set to decide if he 
is guilty of charges that he 
illegally entered the U.S. 
Capitol grounds on the day 
a pro-Irump mob disrupted 
the certification of Joe 
Biden’s presidential elec- 
tion victory. 

Couy Griffin is one of the 
few riot defendants who 


isn’t accused of entering the 
Capitol or engaging in any 
violent or destructive behav- 
ior on Jan. 6, 2021. 

He claims he has been 
selectively prosecuted for 
his political views. 

Griffin, one of three 
members of the Otero 
County Commission in 
southern New Mexico, is 
among a handful of riot 
defendants who either held 
public office or ran for a 
government leadership post 
in the 2 % years before the 
attack. 


He is among only three 
riot defendants who have 
asked for a bench trial, 
which means a judge will 
decide his case without a 
jury. 

US. District Court Judge 
Trevor McFadden is sched- 
uled to hear one day of testi- 
mony. 

Griffin, a 48-year-old 
former rodeo rider and 
former pastor, helped estab- 
lish a political committee 
called Cowboys for Trump. 

Griffin is charged with 
two misdemeanors: entering 


and remaining in a restricted 
building or grounds and 
disorderly and disrup- 
tive conduct in a restricted 
building or grounds. 

Defense attorney Nicho- 
las Smith said prosecutors 
apparently believe Grif- 
fin engaged in disorderly 
conduct by peacefully lead- 
ing a prayer on the Capitol 
steps. 

“That is offensive and 
wrong,” Smith told the judge 
during his brief opening 
statements. 

Prosecutors didn’t give 


any opening statements. 
Their first witness was 
Matthew Struck, who joined 
Griffin at the Capitol and 
served as his videographer. 
Struck has an immunity 
deal with prosecutors for 
his testimony. 

In a court filing, pros- 
ecutors called Griffin “an 
inflammatory provocateur 
and fabulist who engages 
in racist invective and 
propounds baseless conspir- 
acy theories, including that 
Communist China stole the 
2020 Presidential Election.” 
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Looking to change chief rabbi 


Israel’s rabbinate 
has a tight grip on 
much of daily life 


By Tia Goldenberg 


Associated Press 


TEL AVIV, Israel — Isra- 
el’s new government has 
taken aim at the country’s 
powerful religious establish- 
ment with a pair of reforms 
that would chip away at the 
tight grip of the country’s 
chief rabbinate on many 
aspects of daily life. 

The reforms, which 
address rules on kosher 
food and conversions to 
Judaism, make only modest 
changes to current prac- 
tices. But they have none- 
theless sparked protests and 
outrage from religious lead- 
ers, underscoring the rabbis’ 
power and the deep divide 
between Israel’s observant 
and secular communities. 

The Israeli rabbin- 
ate, backed by power- 
ful ultra-Orthodox allies 
in parliament, have for 
decades wielded a tight grip 
over areas like weddings, 
divorces and burials. The 
formation of a new govern- 
ment last year without any 
ultra-Orthodox parties 
cleared the way for the 
reforms. 

“For many years no 
change or reform regard- 
ing religious services was 
carried out whatsoever,” said 
Shuki Friedman, vice presi- 
dent of the Jewish People 
Policy Institute, a Jerusalem 
think tank, who helped draft 
one of the reforms. “Now 
there is a government that is 
succeeding to change that.” 

Israel views its Jewish 
character as a critical part 
ofits identity and tasked the 
chief rabbinate decades ago 
with preserving that trait. 
But its power has frustrated 
many Israelis who see the 
religious body as corrupt. 

“The time has come for 
the chief rabbis to under- 
stand that they are causing 
the most sacrilege to the 
state of Israel. They are caus- 
ing the non-religious public 
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Religious Jewish youths wave flags during a protest in January against reforms that would loosen the chief rabbinate’s hold in Jerusalem. MAHMOUD ILLEAN/AP 


in Israel to loathe Juda- 
ism,’ said Rabbi David Stav, 
who heads Tzohar, a group 
that provides alternative 
Orthodox religious services 
outside the framework of 
the rabbinate. 

Architects of the reforms 
say they are meant to 
streamline a cumbersome 
system and break up the 
rabbinate’s monopoly. The 
ultra-Orthodox establish- 
ment sees itself as the guard- 
ian of Israel’s Jewish identity 
after centuries of persecu- 
tion and assimilation. 

Challenging the rabbin- 
ate’s authority could “break 
up the fabric of Jewish life 
in this country,” said Rabbi 
Eliezer Simcha Weisz, a 
member of the chief rabbin- 
ate council, which deter- 
mines religious standards 
and rules for Jewish Israelis. 

“It’s going to empty the 
whole purpose of the chief 
rabbinate, it will have no 
influence whatsoever,” he 


said. 

The chief rabbinate, a 
body created with the inten- 
tion of representing and 
uniting all Jews in Israel, 
has long been viewed with 
suspicion and mistrust by 
a wide swath of Israelis — 
both those who are not reli- 
gious as well as observant 
Jews who do not adhere to 
its strict interpretation of 
Judaism. 

The ultra-Orthodox reli- 
gious establishment resists 
any inroads from other 
streams of Judaism, includ- 
ing the liberal Reform and 
Conservative movements, 
which are marginal in Israel 
but make up the majority 
of American Jews. It also 
has strained relations with 
the more prevalent modern 
Orthodox Jews, whose 
interpretations of Judaism 
are more accommodating to 
secular lifestyles. 

Various attempts over the 
years to reform the rabbinate 
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have failed, mostly because 
of political considerations. 
But the current makeup of 
the Israeli government, a 
constellation of ideologically 
disparate parties, appears 
to have found common 
ground over the religious 
reforms. With no ultra-Or- 
thodox parties in the coali- 
tion, they have been able to 
pass one reform and plan to 
move ahead on the second 
one soon. 

“Change is hard. I under- 
stand the opponents and 
their concerns, but I believe 
in a few years we will look 
back and understand that 
this move was essential,” 
Religious Services Minis- 
ter Matan Kahana wrote on 
Facebook, adding that his 
reforms buttressed Israel’s 
Jewish character. Kahana, 
an observant Jew, was 
assigned a bodyguard after 
he received threats over his 
policies. 

One reform is meant to 
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streamline the process of 
kosher certification. The 
chief rabbinate grants 
kosher certification for 
restaurants, grocery stores 
or food production compa- 
nies. The system has led 
to a bureaucratic night- 
mare for some businesses 
and charges of corruption 
because the inspectors are 
paid by the businesses seek- 
ing the coveted certifica- 
tions. 

The reform will see 
private entities become 
responsible for certification, 
with the rabbinate deter- 
mining the standard for that 
certification. 

A separate reform which 
has yet to pass seeks to 
address the religious status 
of nearly half a million Israe- 
lis from former Soviet coun- 
tries. While Israel allowed 
them to immigrate because 
of their Jewish ancestry, 
they are not recognized as 
Jews under the rabbinate’s 


stricter interpretation and 
thus cannot get married in 
Israel. 

Those who want to 
convert today must do so 
under the strict guidelines 
of the rabbinate and are 
expected to remain religious 
once they convert, a practice 
most are not interested in 
adopting. 

The reform would allow 
would-be converts to carry 
out the process with any 
rabbi that receives offi- 
cial permission to conduct 
conversions, opening up 
the process to clergy who 
might allow the convert to 
continue a secular lifestyle. 

Proponents hope these 
reforms will pave the way 
for more liberalization. 
But in Israel’s tumultuous 
political system, the next 
government may include 
ultra-Orthodox parties who 
could roll back the changes, 
making their successful 
implementation critical. 
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GOP pushes voter fraud crackdown 


Agencies, harsher 
penalties for crime 
that is quite rare 


By Reid J. Epstein 
and Nick Corasaniti 
The New York Times 


The Florida Legisla- 
ture this month created a 
law enforcement agency — 
informally called the elec- 
tion police — to tackle what 
Gov. Ron DeSantis and other 
Republicans have declared 
an urgent problem: the 
roughly 0.000677% of voters 
suspected of committing 
voter fraud. 

In Georgia, Republi- 
cans in the House passed a 
law last week handing new 
powers to police personnel 
who investigate allegations 
of election-related crimes. 

And in Texas, the Republi- 
can attorney general already 
has created an “election 
integrity unit” charged 
solely with investigating ille- 
gal voting. 

Voter fraud is exceedingly 
rare — and often accidental. 
Still, ambitious Republi- 
cans across the country are 
making a show of cracking 
down on voter crime this 
election year. 

Legislators in several 
states have moved to reor- 
ganize and rebrand law 
enforcement agencies 
while stiffening penalties 
for voting-related crimes. 
Republican district attor- 
neys and state attorneys 
general are promoting their 
aggressive prosecutions, in 
some cases making felony 
cases out of situations that 
in the past might have been 
classified as honest mistakes. 

It is a new phase of the 
Republican campaign to 
tighten voting laws that 
started after former Presi- 
dent Donald Trump began 
making false claims of fraud 
following the 2020 election. 

The effort, which resulted 
in a wave of new state laws 
last year, has now shifted 
to courthouses, raising 
concern among voting rights 
activists that fear of prosecu- 
tion could keep some voters 
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from casting ballots. 

“As myths about wide- 
spread voter fraud 
become central to political 
campaigns and discourse, 
we’re seeing more of the 
high-profile attempts to 
make examples of individu- 
als”’ said Wendy Weiser, the 
vice president for democ- 
racy at the Brennan Center. 

It’s nearly impossible to 
assess whether the talk of 
getting tough on voter crime 
is resulting in an increase in 
prosecutions. 

There is no nationwide 
data on how many people 
were charged with voter 
fraud in 2020 or in previous 
elections, and state data is 
often incomplete. The state 
numbers that are available 
show there were very few 
examples of potential cases 
in 2020 and few prosecu- 
tions. 

Florida election officials 
made just 75 referrals to 
law enforcement agencies 
regarding potential fraud 
during the 2020 election, 


Wa 


out of more than 11 million 
votes cast, according to data 
from the Florida secretary of 
state’s office. 

Of those investigations, 
only four cases have been 
prosecuted as voter fraud 
in the state from the 2020 
election. 

In Texas, where Attor- 
ney General Ken Paxton 
announced his new “elec- 
tion integrity unit” in 
October to investigate elec- 
tion crimes, the Houston 
Chronicle reported that 
the six-prosecutor unit had 
spent $2.2 million and had 
closed three cases. 

And in Wisconsin, where 
a swath of Republicans — 
including one candidate 
for governor — are seeking 
to decertify the state’s 2020 
presidential election results 
on the basis of false claims 
of fraud, a report released 
last week by the Wisconsin 
Election Commission said 
that the state had referred 
to local prosecutors 95 
instances of felons’ voting 


in 2020 when they were not 
allowed to. 

From among those cases, 
district attorneys have filed 
charges against 16 people. 

“The underlying level of 
actual criminality, I don’t 
think that’s changed at all,” 
said Lorraine Minnite, a 
Rutgers University political 
science professor who has 
collected years of data on 
election fraud in America. 
“Tn an election of 130 million 
or 140 million people, it’s 
close to zero. The truth is not 
a priority; what is a priority 
is the political use of this 
issue.” 

The political incentives 
to draw attention to the 
enforcement of voting laws 
are clear. A Monmouth 
University poll in January 
found that 62% of Republi- 
cans and just 19% of Demo- 
crats believed voter fraud 
was a major problem. 

That may mean the odds 
of being charged with voter 
fraud can be linked to the 
political affiliation of the 
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peragess wait Monday at the National Stadium in Warsaw Poland, to apply for Polish ID cards 
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Refugees from Ukraine speak 
of horrors after the invasion 


By Srdjan Nedeljkovic 
and David Keyton 


Associated Press 


MEDYKA, Poland — 
Yulia Bondarieva spent 
10 days in a basement as 
Russian planes flew over 
and bombs were falling 
on the Ukrainian city of 
Kharkiv. Having reached 
safety in Poland, Bondarie- 
va’s only wish now is for her 
twin sister in the besieged 
city of Mariupol to get out 
too. 

“They have been in the 
basement since Feb. 24, 
they have not been out at 
all,” Bondarieva said. “They 
are running out of food and 
water.” 

Bondarieva managed to 
speak to her sister on the 
phone recently. The fear of 
what will happen to her in 
the encircled and bombed- 
out city that is going 
through some of the worst 
fighting in the war has been 
overwhelming. 

“She does not know 
how to leave the city,’ the 
24-year-old said after arriv- 
ing in the Polish border 
town of Medyka. 

Mariupol authorities 
have said only about 10% 


of the city’s population of 
430,000 has managed to 
flee over the past week. The 
Mariupol City Council has 
asserted that several thou- 
sand residents were taken 
into Russia against their 
will. 

Bondarieva said her sister 
told her of “Russian soldiers 
walking around the city” in 
Mariupol, and people not 
being allowed out. 

The battle for the stra- 
tegic port on the Azov Sea 
raged Monday. Russian and 
Ukrainian soldiers were 
fighting block-by-block for 
control of Mariupol, where 
at least 2,300 people have 
died, some buried in mass 
graves. 

Maria Fiodorova, a 
77-year-old refugee from 
Mariupol who arrived 
Monday in Medyka, said 
90% of the city has been 
destroyed. 

“There are no buildings 
there Gn Mairupol) any 
more,” she said. 

For Maryna Galla, just 
listening to birds singing as 
she arrived in Poland was 
blissful after the sound of 
shelling and death in Mariu- 
pol. Galla took a stroll inthe 
park in Przemysl with her 


13-year-old son Danil. She 
hopes to reach Germany 
next. 

“It’s finally getting 
better,” Galla said. 

The United Nations says 
nearly 3.5 million people 
have left Ukraine since the 
start of the Russian inva- 
sion on Feb. 24, the larg- 
est exodus of refugees in 
Europe since World War II. 

Zoryana Maksimovich 
is from the western city 
of Lviv, near the Polish 
border. Though the city has 
seen less destruction than 
others, Maksimovich said 
her children are frightened 
and cried every night when 
they had to go to the base- 
ment for protection. 

“T told my children 
that we are going to visit 
friends,” the 40-year-old 
said. “They don’t under- 
stand clearly what is going 
on but in a few days they 
are going to ask me about 
where their father is.” 

Like most refugees, 
Maksimovich had to flee 
without her husband — men 
ages 18 to 60 are forbidden 
from leaving the country 
and have stayed to fight. 

“T don’t know how I will 
explain,” she said. 
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local prosecutor. 

In Fond du Lac County, 
Wisconsin, District Attorney 
Eric Toney was in office for 
nine years without prose- 
cuting a voter fraud case. But 
after he started his campaign 
for attorney general in 
2021, Toney, a Republi- 
can, received a letter from 
a Wisconsin man who had 
acquired copies of millions 
of ballots in an attempt to 
conduct his own review 
of the 2020 election. The 
letter cited five Fond du Lac 
County voters whose regis- 
trations listed their home 
addresses at a UPS Store, a 
violation of a state law that 
requires voters to register 
where they live. 

Toney charged all five 
with felony voter fraud. 

“We get tips from commu- 
nity members of people 
breaking the law through 
the year, and we take them 
seriously, especially if it’s 
an election law violation,” 
Toney said in an interview. 
“Law enforcement takes it 


seriously. I take it seriously 
as a district attorney.” 

One of the voters charged, 
Jamie Wells, told investiga- 
tors that the UPS Store was 
her “home base.” She said 
she lived in a mobile home 
and split time between a 
nearby campground and 
Louisiana. Wells did not 
respond to phone or email 
messages. 

If convicted, she stands 
to serve up to 3 % years in 
prison — though she would 
most likely receive a much 
shorter sentence. 

In La Crosse County, 
Wisconsin, District Attorney 
Tim Gruenke, a Democrat, 
received a similar referral: 
23 people registered to vote 
with addresses from a local 
UPS Store, and 16 of them 
voted in 2020. But Gruenke 
said he had concluded that 
there was no attempt at 
fraud. 

Instead of felony charges, 
the local clerk sent the 
voters a letter giving them 
30 days to change their 
registrations to an address 
where they lived. 

“Tt didn’t seem to me there 
was any attempt to defraud,” 
Gruenke said. “It would bea 
felony charge, and I thought 
that would be too heavy for 
what amounted to a typo or 
clerical error.” 

Toney linked his deci- 
sion to his views about the 
2020 election in Wiscon- 
sin, which the Democratic 
candidate, Joe Biden, won 
by more than 20,682 votes 
out of 3.3 million cast. 

While he had never chal- 
lenged Biden’s win, he said 
he believed that “there is no 
dispute that Wisconsin elec- 
tion laws weren’t followed 
and fraud occurred.” 

“T support identifying any 
fraud or election laws not 
followed to ensure it never 
happens again, because elec- 
tions are the cornerstone of 
our democracy,” Toney said. 

Wells, one of the voters 
Toney has charged, also said 
she believed something was 
amiss in the 2020 election. 

“They took it away from 
Trump,” she told investiga- 
tors. 


White House: Biden to visit 
Poland eum trip to Europe 


By Colleen Long 
and Ellen Knickmeyer 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Pres- 
ident Joe Biden has added 
a stop in Poland to his trip 
this week to Europe for 
urgent talks with NATO and 
European allies, as Russian 
forces concentrate their 
fire upon cities and trapped 
civilians in a nearly month- 
old invasion of Ukraine. 

Biden will first travel to 
Brussels and then to Poland 
to meet with leaders there, 
press secretary Jen Psaki 
said in a statement. 

Poland is a crucial ally in 
the Ukraine crisis. It is host- 
ing thousands of American 
troops and is taking in more 
people fleeing the war in 
Ukraine — more than 2 
million — than any other 
nation in the midst of the 
largest European refugee 
crisis in decades. 

Biden will head to 
Warsaw for a bilateral meet- 
ing with President Andrzej 
Duda scheduled for Satur- 
day. Biden will discuss how 
the U.S., along with its allies 
and partners, is responding 
to “the humanitarian and 
human rights crisis that 
Russia’s unjustified and 
unprovoked war on Ukraine 
has created,” Psaki said. 

On Monday ahead of his 
trip, Biden discussed the 
war with European lead- 
ers. President Emmanuel 
Macron of France, Chancel- 
lor Olaf Scholz of Germany, 
Prime Minister Mario 
Draghi of Italy and Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson of 
the United Kingdom took 
part in the 58-minute call. 

White House officials 
have said Biden has no 
plans to travel to Ukraine. 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken, while in Poland 
this month, briefly crossed 
into neighboring Ukraine in 
a show of solidarity along- 
side that country’s foreign 
minister, Dmytro Kuleba. 
Poland has been one of 


eee 
wae ih LE 








Biecidents ise Biden se first eee ‘il Biden arrive Sindy at 
the White House. The president is scheduled to visit Europe 
for talks with allies later this week. ANDREW HARNIK/AP 


the most vocal countries 
in asking fellow NATO 
members to consider 
getting more involved to 
rein in the bloodshed. 

Russian President Vlad- 
imir Putin’s invasion of 
Ukraine largely has united 
the U.S. and NATO and 
European allies, as well as 
allies in Asia and elsewhere. 
The United States and 
European governments see 
Moscow’s military aggres- 
sion as a threat to their secu- 
rity and strategic interests. 

Biden and NATO have 
said that while the U.S. 
and NATO will provide 
weapons and other defen- 
sive support to non-NATO 
member Ukraine, they are 
determined to avoid any 
escalation on behalf of Kyiv 
that risks a broader war 
with Russia. 

The Pentagon on March 
9 rejected a Polish proposal 
for providing Ukraine with 
MiG fighter jets viaa NATO 
air base, saying allied efforts 
against the Russian invasion 
should focus on more useful 
weaponry and that the MiG 
transfer with a U.S. and 
NATO connection would 
run a “high risk” of escalat- 
ing the war. 

Ukraine’s president, 


Volodymyr Zelenskyy, 
has pleaded for the U.S. to 
provide his military with 
more aircraft and advanced 
air-defense systems. NATO 
and the United States have 
rejected his appeals to 
establish a “no-fly zone” 
over Ukraine to suppress 
Russian air power, saying it 
would put Western forces in 
direct conflict with Russian 
ones. 

After Biden rallied 
European allies to join in 
sweeping sanctions against 
Russia over the invasion at 
the outset, his tasks now 
include dealing with some 
NATO members that are 
pushing for more involve- 
ment directly in the fight- 
ing. That includes proposals 
by Poland for peacekeepers. 

Biden’s trip includes a 
summit Thursday of NATO 
leaders, who will use the 
meeting to look at strength- 
ening the bloc’s own deter- 
rence and defense. 

Front-line NATO 
members on the alliance’s 
eastern flank are also asking 
for advanced U.S. and Brit- 
ish air defense systems 
to guard against the kind 
of missile and air assaults 
Russia is unleashing on 
Ukraine. 
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NEWS BRIEFING 


US calls Myanmar’s 
repression of Muslim 
Rohingya genocide 


From news services 


WASHINGTON — 
Violent repression of the 
largely Muslim Rohingya 
population in Myanmar 
amounts to genocide, U.S. 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said Monday, a 
declaration intended to both 
generate international pres- 
sure and lay the groundwork 
for potential legal action. 

Authorities made the 
determination based on 
confirmed accounts of 
mass atrocities on civilians 
by Myanmar’s military in a 
widespread and systematic 
campaign against the ethnic 
minority, Blinken said in a 
speech at the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum. 

It is the eighth time since 
the Holocaust that the U.S. 
has concluded a genocide 
has occurred. The secretary 
of state noted the impor- 
tance of calling attention to 
inhumanity even as horrific 
attacks occur elsewhere 
in the world, including 
Ukraine. 

“Yes, we stand with the 
people of Ukraine,” he 
said. “And we must also 
stand with people who are 
suffering atrocities in other 
places.” 

The government of Myan- 
mar, also known as Burma, 
is already under multi- 
ple layers of U.S. sanctions 
since a military coup ousted 
the democratically elected 
government in February 
2021. Thousands of civilians 
throughout the country have 
been killed and imprisoned 
as part of ongoing repres- 
sion of anyone opposed to 
the ruling junta. 

The determination that 
a genocide has occurred 
could lead other nations 
to increase pressure on 
the government, which is 
already facing accusations 
of genocide at the Interna- 
tional Court of Justice in 
The Hague. 

“Our view is that shin- 
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ing a light on the crimes 
of Burma’s military will 
increase international pres- 
sure, make it harder for 
them to commit further 
abuses,” said White House 
press secretary Jen Psaki. 

Rohingya, from Muslim 
Myanmar’s western Rakh- 
ine state, faced systematic 
persecution at the hands 
of the Buddhist majority 
for decades under both the 
military junta that ruled the 
nation for decades as well as 
the democratically elected 
government. 

More than 700,000 
Rohingya have fled from 
Buddhist-majority Myan- 
mar to refugee camps in 
Bangladesh since August 
2017, when the military 
launched an operation 
aimed at clearing them 
from the country following 
attacks by arebel group. 

Human rights groups 
welcomed the determina- 
tion, which is similar to find- 
ings already made by other 
countries, including Canada, 
France and Turkey. 


Thomas still hospitalized: 
Justice Clarence Thomas 
remains hospitalized in 
Washington after being 
diagnosed with an infection 
but does not have COVID- 
19, the Supreme Court said 
Monday. 

The high court 
announced Sunday evening 
that the 73-year-old justice 
had entered the hospital 
Friday after experiencing 
“flu-like symptoms” and 
underwent tests. The court 
said that Thomas was diag- 
nosed with an infection and 
was being treated with intra- 
venous antibiotics. 

The court said at the time 
that “his symptoms are abat- 
ing,” but it did not say that 
Thomas had tested negative 
for the virus. 

At arguments at the court 
Monday, Thomas’ chair to 
the right of Chief Justice 
John Roberts was empty 
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Train derailment: Emergency personnel work at the site of a derailed Union Pacific freight train carrying lumber on Monday in 
Colton, California, about 55 miles east of Los Angeles. The derailment sent 13 rail cars and three locomotives off the tracks, and 
left one person with undisclosed injuries. The cause of the derailment remains under investigation. ABC7 LOS ANGELES 


and Roberts took note of 
Thomas’ absence without 
explaining why. 

Thomas, who has been 
on the court since 1991, is 
currently its longest-serv- 
ing justice. 


Saudi warning: Saudi Arabia 
said Monday that it “won’t 
bear any responsibility” 
for a shortage in global oil 
supplies after fierce attacks 
by Yemen’s Houthi rebels 
affected production in the 
kingdom, the world’s larg- 
est oil exporter. 

The unusually stark warn- 
ing marked a departure from 
the giant oil producer’s typi- 
cally cautious statements, 
as Saudi officials remain 
aware that even their small- 
est comments can swing the 
price of oil and rattle global 
markets. 

The salvo of rebel attacks 
on Saudi Arabia’s oil facili- 
ties marked a serious esca- 
lation in the war, which 
erupted in 2014 when the 
Iran-backed Houthis seized 
the capital, Sanaa, and much 
of the country’s north. 
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Saudi Arabia and its allies 
responded with a devastat- 
ing air campaign. Years later, 
the conflict has turned into a 
bloody stalemate. 

The state-run Saudi Press 
Agency quoted the Saudi 
Foreign Ministry as saying 
that the kingdom “declares 
that it will not bear any 
responsibility for any short- 
age in oil supplies to global 
markets in light of the 
attacks on its oil facilities.” 

The announcement 
comes as the kingdom 
remains in lockstep with 
OPEC and other oil-produc- 
ing countries in a deal limit- 
ing production increases. 


Afghan girls education: 
Schools for all students will 
open this week, Afghani- 
stan’s Taliban-run Educa- 
tion Ministry announced 
Monday in the clearest sign 
yet that girls will be allowed 
back in school. 

Girls have been denied 
education beyond Grade 6 
since the Taliban swept back 
into power last August. 

The statement said classes 
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will start Wednesday. 

The ministry statement 
does not refer specifically to 
girls but it says: “The educa- 
tion ministry assures the 
nation it is committed to the 
right to education of all its 
citizens.” 

When the Taliban last 
ruled, music was banned, 
girls were denied educa- 
tion, and women were not 
allowed to work and were 
required to wear burqas. 

The Taliban were ousted 
in 2001 by a U.S.-led coali- 
tion. 


British lawmaker’s death: 
A man who stabbed a 
veteran British lawmaker 
to death last year while he 
was meeting with voters 
was a “committed Islamist 
terrorist” who had spent 
years researching and plan- 
ning potential attacks on 
lawmakers, a prosecutor 
said Monday. 

Ali Harbi Ali, 26, appeared 
Monday at London’s Central 
Criminal Court as a trial 
opened into the murder of 
Conservative lawmaker 





David Amess, who was 
attacked Oct. 16 during a 
meeting in a church hall in 
eastern England. 

Ali, a London man with 
Somali heritage, denies 
charges of murder and 
preparing acts of terrorism. 

Amess, 69, had been a 
member of Parliament since 
1983. 


US lawmaker to be honored: 
Rep. Don Young, the 
longest-serving Republican 
in House history, will lie in 
state in the U.S. Capitol on 
March 29, House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi announced 
Monday. 

Young, who died Friday 
at 88, was first elected to the 
House in 1973, was known 
for his brusque style and for 
bringing federal investment 
to the state. 

Pelosi’s office said a formal 
ceremony will be held with 
the Young family, which will 
be open to invited guests. 

Following the memorial 
service, there will be view- 
ing open to members of 
Congress. 
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SEC pitches new climate 
risk rules for companies 


Required disclosures part of governmental drive to address global warming 


By Marcy Gordon 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Companies would 
be required to disclose the greenhouse gas 
emissions they produce and how climate 
risk affects their business under new rules 
proposed Monday by the Securities and 
Exchange Commission as part of a drive 
across the government to address climate 
change. 

Under the proposals adopted on a 3-1 
SEC vote, public companies would have to 
report on their climate risks, including the 
costs of moving away from fossil fuels, as 
well as risks related to the physical impact 
of storms, drought and higher temperatures 
caused by global warming. They would be 
required to lay out their transition plans 
for managing climate risk, how they intend 
to meet climate goals and progress made, 
and the impact of severe weather events 
on their finances. 

The number of investors seeking more 
information on risk related to global warm- 
ing has grown dramatically in recent years. 
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Many companies already provide climate- 
risk information voluntarily. The idea is 
that, with uniform required information, 
investors would be able to compare compa- 
nies within industries and sectors. 

“Companies and investors alike would 
benefit from the clear rules of the road” in 
the proposal, SEC Chairman Gary Gens- 
ler said. 

The required disclosures would include 
greenhouse gas emissions produced by 
companies directly or indirectly such as 
from consumption of the company’s prod- 
ucts, vehicles used to transport products, 
employee business travel and energy used 
to grow raw materials. 

The SEC issued voluntary guidance in 
2010, but this is the first time mandatory 
disclosure rules were put forward. The 
rules were opened to a public comment 
period of around 60 days, and they could 
be modified before any final adoption. 

Climate activists and investor groups 
have clamored for mandatory disclosure 
of information that would be uniformly 
required of all companies. The advocates 
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estimate that excluding companies’ indi- 
rect emissions would leave out some 75% 
of greenhouse gas emissions. 

On the other hand, major business inter- 
ests and Republican officials reaching down 
to the state level began mobilizing against 
the climate disclosures long before the SEC 
unveiled the proposed rules Monday. 

Hester Peirce, the sole Republican among 
the four SEC commissioners, voted against 
the proposal. “We cannot make such funda- 
mental changes without harming” compa- 
nies, investors and the SEC, she said. “The 
results won’t be reliable, let alone compa- 
rable.” 

The SEC action is part of a govern- 
ment-wide effort to identify climate risks, 
with new regulations planned from various 
agencies touching on the financial indus- 
try, housing and agriculture, among other 
areas. President Joe Biden issued an exec- 
utive order last May calling for concrete 
steps to blunt climate risks, while spurring 
job creation and helping the U.S. reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions that contribute 
to climate change. 
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ctice with robotic dogs on March 10 in New York City. MOSTAFA BASSIM/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


In NYC, see robot Spot save 


Fire department will soon 
have machine dogs available, 
but privacy concerns flare up 


By Chelsia Rose Marcius 
The New York Times 


NEW YORK — Inside a dimly lit tunnel 
along a stretch of simulated subway track, 
one of the New York Fire Department’s 
new dogs showed off a few of its tricks. Lie 
down. Roll over. Stay. 

But the most remarkable things the two 
robotic dogs can do were mastered by 
real dogs long ago: jogging across rugged 
terrain, hopping over small obstacles and 
keeping their masters out of harm’s way. 

The department, which plans to deploy 
the robots in the months ahead, is the first 
fire agency in the country to purchase the 
70-pound machines, which cost $75,000 
each and are built and sold by Boston 
Dynamics, a robotics company. 

The department plans to use the robots 
to aid in some of its most precarious search 
and rescue missions, which might help 
avoid the furious backlash that erupted 
when the New York Police Department 
began using the same technology. 


The Police Department cut short its 
contract with Boston Dynamics in April 
after critics raised concerns about privacy, 
data collection, aggressive police tactics 
and the generally dystopian vibes the robot 
gave off as it trotted through a public hous- 
ing development during a hostage situation. 

Fire officials and robotics experts say the 
way the department plans to use the robots 
might help reshape the perception of their 
use for public safety purposes. 

At the command ofa human operator, the 
device can provide vital information in the 
midst of a calamitous event. It has the abil- 
ity to descend deep underground to collect 
images and data about dangerous debris. It 
can also be deployed moments after a build- 
ing collapse to gauge structural integrity or 
measure the concentration of toxic, flam- 
mable gases to better inform firefighters 
responding to the scene. 

The real-life scenarios in which the 
robots, known as Spot, will be used are far 
different from Hollywood depictions in 
which humanoid or animalistic machines 
often inflict damage and invoke fear, said 
Capt. Michael Leo from the Fire Depart- 
ment’s robotics unit. 

“The TV industry and the movie industry 
are hurting us in some ways because they 


often show pictures of robots that are weap- 
onized, and then people think that’s how all 
robots are,” Leo said. “Our whole mission is 
a lifesaving one.” 

A Fire Department spokesman said the 
robots would only collect data on hazard- 
ous materials situations and added that 
department compliance officers had been 
trained on confidentiality rules. But Albert 
Fox Cahn, a lawyer who is executive direc- 
tor of the Surveillance Technology Over- 
sight Project, expressed concerns about 
what data the Fire Department robots 
might collect, and how that could be used. 

“When agencies buy these new systems, 
they always point to the best case scenario 
for use,” Fox Cahn said. “And I agree, if it 
actually is used in ways that keeps firefight- 
ers safe, that would be great. But the history 
has always been that even ifit’s first brought 
in for a compelling case, you get this creep 
where it’s used for more and more scenar- 
ios until it’s reaching areas where it just 
doesn’t feel justifiable.” 

Boston Dynamics said it made its Spot 
robots commercially available for lease in 
2019 and began selling them in 2020. The 
company predicts it will have sold over 
1,000 units by the end of 2022, said Nikolas 
Noel, a company spokesperson. 


Buffett’s firm to acquire insurer for $11.6B 


By Michelle Chapman and Josh Funk 


Associated Press 


Warren Buffett, who started the year 
bemoaning the lack of potential acqui- 
sitions for his conglomerate, Berkshire 
Hathaway, announced Monday that it 
would acquire the insurance company 
Alleghany for $11.6 billion. 

The scarcity of investment targets over 
the past several years turned into a cash 
pile of $146.7 billion at Berkshire by the end 
of 2021, but the company appears to have 
found a suitable place for some of that cash 
in recent days. 

The Omaha, Nebraska, company 
revealed last week that it had compiled a 
14.6% stake in Occidental Petroleum, snap- 


ping up an additional $1 billion worth of 
shares just between Monday and Wednes- 
day. That was on top of the more than $6 
billion Berkshire spent acquiring shares of 
the oil producer over the past month. 

The all-cash acquisition of Alleghany will 
expand Berkshire’s already considerable 
insurance holdings, including brands like 
Geico auto insurance. 

“Berkshire will be the perfect perma- 
nent home for Alleghany, a company that I 
have closely observed for 60 years,” Buffett 
said in a prepared statement Monday. 
“Throughout 85 years the Kirby family has 
created a business that has many similari- 
ties to Berkshire Hathaway.” 

Alleghany’s core businesses are in prop- 
erty and casualty reinsurance and insur- 


ance, but like Berkshire, it also owns several 
other businesses, including a steel fabri- 
cator and a toy company, and manages an 
investment portfolio. Edward Jones analyst 
Jim Shanahan said nearly one-third of 
Alleghany’s revenue came from those oper- 
ating companies and its investments last 
year. 

“This is a highly complimentary and very 
similar franchise,” Shanahan said. “I’m 
really pleased to see Berkshire putting capi- 
tal to work in the market.” 

CFRA Research analyst Cathy Seifert said 
this deal makes sense for both companies 
because it will provide Alleghany access to 
Berkshire’s massive capital reserves while 
expanding insurance and reinsurance oper- 
ations at Buffett’s company. 





Fed: Rate 
hikes could 


come faster, 


be higher 


By Christopher Rugaber 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Chair Jerome Powell 
said Monday that the Federal Reserve would 
raise its benchmark short-term interest rate 
faster than expected, and high enough to 
restrain growth and hiring, if it decides that 
this would be necessary to slow rampaging 
inflation. 

At their meeting last week, Fed officials 
raised their key rate from near zero to a 
range of 0.25% to 0.5% and forecast that they 
would carry out six more quarter-point hikes 
this year. 

Powell said that if necessary, the Fed 
would be open to raising rates by a more 
ageressive half-point at multiple meetings 
and to push rates into “restrictive” territory 
that would limit growth. The Fed hasn’t 
increased its benchmark rate by a half-point 
since May 2000. 

“We will take the necessary steps to 
ensure a return to price stability,” he said in 
a speech to an economics conference. “In 
particular, if we conclude that it is appro- 
priate to move more aggressively by raising 
the federal funds rate by more than (a quar- 
ter-point) at a meeting or meetings, we will 
do so.” 

The Fed is under pressure from wide- 
spread criticism that it has reacted too 
slowly to a price spike that has catapulted 
inflation to four-decade highs. At their meet- 
ing last week, Fed officials forecast that they 
would raise rates four additional times in 
2023 and that inflation would slow to 2.7% 
by the end of that year. 

At the same time, the policymakers 
projected that the economy would remain 
resilient enough to keep growing and that 
the unemployment rate would fall from its 
current level of 3.8% to 3.5%, matching a 
50-year low reached before the pandemic. 


BUSINESS BRIEFING 
Bond trading in 
Russia resumes 


Russia’s central bank reopened bond 
trading on the Moscow exchange Monday 
for the first time since the country invaded 
Ukraine on Feb. 24, with the price of Russia’s 
ruble-denominated government debt falling 
and sending borrowing costs higher. 

The central bank bought bonds to support 
prices. 

The bank has imposed wide-ranging 
restrictions on financial transactions to try 
to stabilize markets and combat the severe 
fallout from Western sanctions that have 
sent the ruble sharply lower against the U.S. 
dollar and the euro. 

Ratings agencies have downgraded 
Russia’s bonds to “junk” status. 

Stock trading remained closed, with no 
word on when it might reopen. 


Russia court bans 
Facebook parent 


MOSCOW — A Moscow court banned 
Facebook and Instagram on Monday for 
what it deemed extremist activity in a case 
against their parent company, Meta. 

The Tverskoy District Court fulfilled a 
request from prosecutors to outlaw Meta 
Platforms Inc., and banned Facebook and 
Instagram for what they called “extrem- 
ist activities.” Prosecutors have accused 
the social media platforms of ignoring 
government requests to remove what they 
described as fake news about the Russian 
military action in Ukraine and calls for 
protests in Russia. 

The court’s ruling bans Meta from open- 
ing offices and doing business in Russia. 
Prosecutors haven’t requested to ban the 
Meta-owned messaging service WhatsApp. 


Airline traffic 
Monthly scheduled passengers on U.S. 
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which was recently added to the Superfund list of toxic waste sites. RICK BOWMER/AP 2011 


Fouled Columbia River island 
gets added to Superfund sites 


By Nicholas K. Geranios 


Associated Press 


SPOKANE, Wash. — 
The U.S. Environmen- 
tal Protection Agency has 
added Bradford Island 
and surrounding waters 
of the Columbia River to 
its Superfund list of toxic 
waste sites, beginning the 
process for the eventual 
cleanup of the area. 

The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, which operates 
nearby Bonneville Dam, for 
years dumped toxic waste 
on the island 40 miles east 
of Portland, Oregon, and 
into a portion of the river. 
That waste contaminated 
fish caught and eaten by 
humans. 

The uninhabited Brad- 
ford Island is part of the 
federal Bonneville Dam 
complex on the Columbia 
River, which divides Wash- 
ington and Oregon. 

“This is a day filled with 
hope for communities along 
the Columbia River,’ EPA 
Administrator Michael 
Regan said last week in 
announcing the decision. 

Sen. Jeff Merkley, D-Ore., 
said the site has been 
contaminated for decades 
by cancer-causing PCBs. 


“Music to my ears,” 
Merkley said of the EPA’s 
decision to begin what is 
expected to be a lengthy 
process toward cleanup. 
“Lets get it done.” 

Washington Gov. Jay 
Inslee and Oregon Gov. Kate 
Brown, both Democrats, 
also praised the decision by 
the Biden administration. 

“We appreciate the pres- 
ident’s leadership,” Inslee 
said. 

Rep. Earl Blumenauer, 
D-Ore., said he had been 
working on securing a 
cleanup decision for more 
than two decades and 
worried the work would 
take just as long. 

“After 26 years it’s clear 
we cannot afford to relax,” 
he said. 

Gerald Lewis, a tribal 
councilman for the Yakama 
Nation, said the tribe’s tradi- 
tional way of life had been 
degraded by the pollution in 
the fish that is an important 
part of their diet. 

“Our goal is clean, 
healthy, fish that is safe to 
eat,” he said. 

“This is a huge victory for 
people that rely on a clean 
Columbia,” said Lauren 
Goldberg, legal director for 
the Columbia Riverkeeper 


environmental group. 
“With a Superfund listing, 
we can finally tackle the 
pollution problem.” 

The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers used the island 
as a landfill for 40 years and 
disposed of electrical equip- 
ment in the Columbia River, 
resulting in contamination 
from toxic polychlorinated 
biphenyls, or PCBs. 

The Yakama Nation and 
the states of Oregon and 
Washington in recent years 
called on EPA to take over 
the stalled-out cleanup. 

The agency’s decision 
added Bradford Island to 
the Superfund list, reserved 
for the nation’s most 
contaminated sites. 

The designation will lead 
to additional funding and 
reduce threats to public 
health and the environ- 
ment, Goldberg said. 

Bradford Island and 
surrounding waters are 
fishing areas for multiple 
Native American tribes, 
despite advisories warning 
people not to eat fish found 
in that part of the river such 
as bass and sturgeon. 

Fish caught near the 
island contain the highest 
levels of PCBs in the U.S. 
Northwest, officials said. 
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US oil industry faces hurdles 
amid calls for greater output 


By Matthew Brown and 
Susan Montoya Bryan 


Associated Press 


BILLINGS, Mont. — In 
the oil fields of northern 
Montana, industry veteran 
Mac McDermott watched 
crude prices whipsaw 
from $75 a barrel in Janu- 
ary to more than $120 as 
Russia pressed its war in 
Ukraine, then down again 
when coronavirus worries 
in China raised the specter 
of a global slowdown. 

McDermott said his fami- 
ly-owned company will 
modestly increase drilling 
if oil prices stabilize. But 
for the next few months, 
he’s waiting on the side- 
lines and struggling to get 
enough workers to watch 
over roughly 100 oil wells 
the company operates. That 
includes some wells idled 
during the pandemic. 

President Joe Biden’s 
move to ban Russian oil 
imports over its invasion 
of Ukraine was met with 
Republican demands to 
boost U.S. production to 
address high gasoline 
prices. The White House, 
too, called for more drill- 
ing and cited the war as it 
shelved Biden’s campaign 
pledge to curb drilling on 
public lands because of 
climate change. 

Yet political rhetoric 
about quickly ramping up 
U.S. crude output is at odds 
with the industry’s real- 
ity: There’s not enough 
workers to rapidly expand, 
scant money to invest in 
drilling and wariness that 
today’s high prices won’t 
last, according to industry 
representatives, analysts 
and state officials. 

“It would be great to 
produce more domesti- 
cally,” McDermott said. 
“(But) it’s so volatile. ... We 
haven’t had any access to 
capital for years.” 

Republicans from energy 
states have brushed past 
the industry’s logistical 
constraints to pin blame 
for slow U.S. oil growth 








The U.S, produced about 11 million barrels of oil daily in 2021, 
but some politicians want greater output now. Above, a 
pumpjack near Bainville, Montana. MATTHEW BROWN/AP 2013 


on Democrats and Biden. 
Texas Sen. Ted Cruz and 
Montana Sen. Steve Daines 
have called for American 
energy to be “unleashed” 
and more public lands 
opened to drilling. Daines 
accused Democrats of using 
the Russia oil ban to cover 
up a supposed scheme to 
“ban all oil.” 

The U.S. doesn’t import 
much Russian oil and 
Biden’s administration has 
effectively halted new oil or 
natural gas lease sales from 
federal lands and waters. 
But it’s approved almost 
4,000 new drilling permits 
on federal lands and compa- 
nies have thousands more 
stockpiled. 

Federal energy reserves 
account for about a quarter 
of US. oil, with the remain- 
der coming from private, 
tribal and state land. 

Obstacles to more U.S. oil 
are surmountable, accord- 
ing to analysts, yet will take 
months to work through 
and it could be late this year 
or early next before a signif- 
icant production increase 
materializes. 

Even with favorable 
conditions — strong prices, 


political pressure and 
less-cautious sharehold- 
ers — companies in the U.S. 
could see production rise by 
just over 1 million barrels 
daily by the end of the year, 
said Robert Johnston with 
Columbia University’s 
Center on Global Energy 
Policy. U.S. production last 
year was about 11 million 
barrels a day. 

Some of the biggest U.S. 
reserves are offshore in the 
Gulf of Mexico. However, 
the massive platforms used 
in deep Gulf waters take 
years to finance, build and 
put into place. 

A near-term boost would 
have to come from onshore 
oil resources already devel- 
oped, such as the Permian 
Basin in New Mexico and 
Texas and the Bakken of 
North Dakota and Montana, 
said Andy McConn with 
Enverus, an energy analyt- 
ics company whose data 
is used by industry and 
government agencies. Even 
in those areas, there’s no 
way to simply crank open 
the spigot immediately. 
The most easily accessible 
reserves already have been 
drilled, McConn said. 
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OP-ED 


We don’t need rabbit p 


By Diana Urban 


Apparently there is a huge 
demand for rabbit meat in the 
state of Connecticut. Who knew? 

As an 18-year veteran of the 
Connecticut General Assem- 
bly and former house chair of 
the Committee on Children, I 
certainly didn’t. But this clev- 
erly hidden pent-up demand 
could not be contained and burst 
out in a bill: HB 5295, An Act 
Concerning Agricultural Devel- 
opment and Innovation, which is 
currently in front of the Environ- 
ment Committee. 

Wait a second! Wasn’t that 
same bill language presented to 
the Commerce Committee about 
a week ago? The one allowing 
factory farming and slaughter of 
rabbits, House Bill 5263, An Act 
Concerning The Processing of 
Rabbits for Consumption? And 
now it shows up again disguised 
in an agricultural innovation bill 
in front of another committee? 
This after more than 100 people 
presented written testimony in 
opposition before the Commerce 
Committee? Doesn’t sound like 
good government to me. 

Why would the state of 
Connecticut move in the direc- 
tion of allowing farms to raise 
and slaughter up to 1,000 rabbits? 
Are kids clamoring for rabbit 
meat sandwiches in the farm-to- 
school program? Do we have any 
data whatsoever indicating that 
rabbits are hot commodities at 
area supermarkets? 
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OP-ED 


Meanwhile there is a signifi- 
cant national movement encour- 
aging a transition to more 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Pass bill that would help 


those seeking an abortion 


March 10 was the day that a Congres- 
sional resolution recognizes as National 
Abortion Provider Appreciation Day. This 
coincides with Connecticut’s General 
Assembly considering HB 5261, An Act 
Increasing Access to Reproductive Health 
Care. The bill would expand abortion 
providers to include advanced practice 
clinicians. 

I became pregnant while attending 
UConn in 2014 and felt hopeless. UConn 
Student Health Services had nurse practi- 
tioners who provided medically accurate 
and compassionate answers to my ques- 
tions. The NPs in Storrs helped me sched- 
ule care at the Hartford GYN Center. At my 
abortion, clinicians and physicians offered 
the same caliber of care that maintained 
my dignity, trust and confidence in my 
decision. 

I cannot remember any one provider’s 
title from my abortion eight years ago, and 
yet I remember my abortion as a positive 
experience thanks to these providers. They 
are the reason I could graduate college and, 
later, law school. 

Because of unprecedented hostility, 
abortion seekers are regularly traveling to 
Connecticut for health care. Knowing the 
national climate, the General Assembly can 
affirm abortion rights by expanding the 


plant-based diets and away 
from confining and slaughter- 
ing animals at factory farms. 
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Then-state Rep. Diana Urban, seen here in 2010 with her dog, Indiana Jones. COURANT FILE PHOTO 


number of providers in our state. I hope 
the clinicians at UConn Student Health 
Services and the Hartford GYN Center 
know how much I appreciate them, and 
how much of my life I owe to them. 

I urge the General Assembly to remem- 
ber what they owe their constituents and 
pass HB 5261. 

Kelley Huber, Simsbury 


Shouldn't be this difficult 
to get state tax forms 


Why is it so hard to get a state tax form? 
I had the same problem as the letter writer 
from Wethersfield. No forms at librar- 
ies. Call 860-297-5962, wait on hold for 30 
minutes. A real person to talk to? Not send- 
ing forms to any homes? Go in person to 
the revenue department? 

The state should be able to provide 
forms easier — or maybe they don’t care if 


you file? Ha ha. 

Bert Race, East Hartford 
State needs Contracting 
Standards Board 


The Lamont administration’s attempt 
to eradicate the Contracting Standards 
Board’s authority arises from the fact that 
people from the private sector enter public 


There are three reasons for this: 
1,amove to plant-based diets 
is climate friendly; 2, confined 


O | © t © 
animal operations are petri 
dishes for infectious diseases 
(think COVID); and 3, you reduce 
myriad human health risks if you 
consume more plant-based prod- 
ucts, which in turn reduces over- 
all health care costs. 

So I ask again, what does the 
Connecticut Department of Agri- 
culture consider innovative about 
raising and killing huge numbers 
of rabbits? Factory farming bunny 
rabbits just in time for Easter? 

I did not see one speck of 
data supporting this in the bill 
language or in testimony at either 
public hearing. Indeed, advocates 
of the legislation are offering this 
cart-before-the-horse argument 
that we can’t get data until the 
bill passes. Really? So we are just 
going to blindly pass legislation 
and hope that data miraculously 
appears to support it? 

This is all very disappointing. 

I worked hard in my years in the 
General Assembly to insist on 
data-driven decision-making so 
that we wouldn’t muddle through 
by passing inane laws that not 
only create more bureaucracy but 
drag Connecticut backward. 

With apologies to the bard: 
something is rotten in the 
Connecticut Department of Agri- 
culture. 


Diana Urban was a Connecticut 
legislator for 18 years and served 
as chair of the Committee on Chil- 
dren. She now serves as founder 
and president of Protecting Kids 
and Pets Partnership. 


service with the belief that if they could get 
out from under all those statutes, regu- 
lations and rules, which are intended to 
provide safeguards against taking exces- 
sive risks with taxpayer money, real prog- 
ress can be achieved. 

With this is the desire to eliminate over- 
sight and accountability. The problem is 
that there’s a real difference between the 
private sector and the public sector. 

In the private sector, taking risks where 
there is significant reward is encouraged. 
The difference in applying this model to 
government is that government projects 
utilize taxpayer funds, and minimizing risk 
should be the objective. That’s why those 
“cumbersome” statutes, rules and regula- 
tions exist, to ensure there is good steward- 
ship of public funds. 

It’s troubling that this administration 
continues to pursue a policy of eliminating 
oversight and restricting the board’s ability 
to fulfill its statutory mandate to oversee 
and improve state procurement processes. 
This is not in the best interests of the 
people of Connecticut. 

Bruce Buff, Avon 


A triumvirate of 
brutal dictators 


Stalin, Lenin, Putin. Hmm? 
Helen Kope, West Suffield 


Housing near transit stations would make Connecticut a better place 


By David Fink 


“There’s no such thing as a free lunch,” 
Milton Friedman, the conservative econo- 
mist, once asserted. 

But conservatives in Connecticut — 
running many towns and representing 
them in the legislature — have been getting 
a free lunch for years. 

The latest evidence was Monday, when 
conservative lawmakers — some willfully 
ignorant, one outrageous — stubbornly 
opposed a proposal for housing near tran- 
sit stations that would, if adopted, make 
Connecticut a much better state for every- 
one. 

They don’t like the idea because, for the 
first time in a long time, their lunch would 
no longer be free. 

Many of their constituents have been 
getting convenient commuter rail service 
— and enjoying towns with abundant 
services and high-resource schools — 
while shutting out most of the vital lower- 
paid workers who cut their lawns, cut their 
hair, make their lattes and care for their 
elderly parents. 

They typically say they “support afford- 
able housing, just not this proposal.” But 
their credibility is shot. Case in point: Ina 
decade, Westport has added a paltry 108 
homes for working-class residents. Not 
much progress unless, perhaps, you’re a 
snail. 

This bill would mean those towns would 
have to give something back to Connecti- 
cut — if only allowing some new neighbors 
in to share the quality of life they’ve been 
hording. 

In a marathon public hearing that 
Monday, proponents underscored the vital 
necessity for a bill that would require high- 
er-density homes within walking distance 
of the 40-plus mass transit stations in 
Connecticut “as-of-right” — without a 
public hearing or special permit, just as 
single-family homes are allowed to be 
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Commuters in New Haven’s Union Station. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 


built. 

Ironically, justification for the bill stems 
from a reality Republicans and Democrats 
agree upon — Connecticut’s cost of living 
is too high, taxes are too high, many busi- 
nesses can’t afford to raise wages and many 
workers can’t afford basic necessities. 

The bill would provide real solutions. 

At the hearing — unlike fellow Repub- 
lican Rep. Kimberly Fiorello, who shame- 
fully contended housing is not a right 
— state Sen. Dan Champagne, R-Vernon, 
nicely stated Connecticut is too expensive, 
but veered off-course, suggesting tax cuts 
were the panacea. 

But snipping a half point off the sales 
tax would save nickels and dimes. This bill 
would offer real savings for state residents: 

1. Beleaguered employers will hear 
fewer demands for wage increases — and 


be better able to attract workers — if work- 
ers’ housing expense was lowered. 

At 32%, housing is the largest cost in 
an average budget. By definition, homes 
guaranteed to be affordable would lessen 
residents’ burden. Plus, that affordable 
home near a station would allow the resi- 
dent to take the train more often, reducing 
his average 19% transportation cost — gas, 
maintenance, insurance — to 9%. More- 
over, an apartment sharing ceilings, floors 
and walls with other units would share 
heat, thus lowering the energy bill. 

2. Connecticut’s population would 
expand: state taxes would be lower if we 
had more taxpayers. 

The state is near the bottom in popu- 
lation growth and housing units built. In 
particular, most Fairfield County towns — 
and most of them with rail service — have 


shut out new population by refusing over 
the years to add affordable homes work- 
ers would move here to buy or rent. Baby 
Boomers are retiring out of state because 
they can downsize to less expensive homes 
Connecticut towns aren’t allowing. Mean- 
while, most younger workers can’t afford 
Connecticut’s single-family homes (See: 
education debt) and towns aren’t permit- 
ting affordable rentals. We need more 
population, aka taxpayers. 

3. Municipalities would collect more 
revenue and keep local taxes lower if they 
built the denser multifamily homes the 
market is demanding. 

Because housing near transit is in even 
greater demand, those municipal grand 
lists would be bolstered further. Plus, the 
bill impacts only station-proximate areas, 
where density is more palatable. 

4, State aid could be used more wisely. In 
this, the nation’s highest per capita income 
state, wealthy residents drive up costs for 
all goods and services. State government 
must help less fortunate households afford 
necessities. Cutting their housing, trans- 
portation and energy expenses by ensuring 
housing near transit will allow the legis- 
lature more flexibility in appropriating 
limited resources. 

Frankly, the legislature should mimic 
Massachusetts: require transit municipal- 
ities to create denser zones near stations 
and provide grants to help them. 

But no free lunch: towns that don’t 
create those zones should lose state grants 
and capital funding, also like Massachu- 
setts. 

This state has huge housing, popula- 
tion, cost-of-living and high-tax problems. 
Housing near stations can help solve them. 
Housing is a right, Rep. Fiorello, unless you 
believe people should live in caves. 


David Fink ts a housing policy consultant 
and a former reporter and editor at the 
Courant. 


To advertise, call 860-525-2525 
or placeanad.courant.com 
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BLUESTONE! BLUESTONE!! 
BLUESTONE!!! 
Steps - Sidewalks Patios 
We also repair existing steps / 
sidewalks / patios 
860-633-6612 





FIREWOOD 2 cords $390 includes 
delivery, 1 cord, call for pricing 860- 
228-2003 





MIGHTY DOG ROOFING GREENVILLE 
https://mightydogroofing.com 


OSTRINSKY SCRAP Buyers of scrap. 
Manchester, CT. 860-643-5879 


AT YOUR SERVICE 


At Your Service 


BASEMENT WATERPROOFING, 
YARD DRAINAGE Brilliant 
Basement Waterproofing, LLC 
HIC.0653192 860-625-5703 www. 


brilllantbasementwaterproofing.com 


CALL MARKS AUTO PARTS 


in East Granby. For more information 
860-653-2551 








EAGLE KING CONSTRUCTION LLC 
Retaining wall, stamp _ concrete, 
venera stone, bluestone, pavers, 
steps, fire pits, stucco and more. 
Licensed and insured, free estimate. 
lic #0665356 Call 203-805-3807. 


Car Reviews 
Saturdays in 
MOTORING 


LABRADOODLE Excellent 
temperaments and health. 
Responsible breeder with 14 + 


years experience. Current vaccines. 
$1500.00 802-673-9955 

















SHEDS BUILT ON SITE 

built on site, rough Sawn lum- 

ber, well built, full size lumber, shed 
base included. Call for pricing: 860- 
228-2003 ctshedsbuiltonsite.com 








STONE WALLS Walkways, natural 
stone. We can break stone into usable 
wall stone. Pavers, blue stone, patio, 
fire pits. 

Call 860-633-6612 


TREE WORK Take down, yard expans- 
ion, brush clearing & saw mill service. 
Free written estimates & reasonable 
rates. 860-228-2003 


TWO CEMETERY PLOTS St. Mary’s 
Cemetery, Holy Cross Section J, 
$1,525. Call: 860-826-5115, 
11am-6pm. 


Wanted To Buy 








1 BUY VINTAGE ELECTRONICS 
OLD TOYS, MILITARY JEWELRY, 
ADVERTISING WATCHES, MUSCIAL 
INSTRUMENTS, CAMERAS, 
WATCHES, SIGNS, ART, SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA, OLD STUFF 
ANTIQUES, GUITARS, AMPS, TUBE 
HI-Fl, RECEIVERS, AUDIO EQ, 
RADIOS, HAM, CB, SAXOPHONES & 
MANY OTHER OLD ITEMS! 

CALL 860-707-9350 


ALWAYS BUYING MACHINIST 


TOOLBOXES Tools & tooling, conte- 
nts of machine shops, home worksho- 
ps & small lathes Call 860-985-5760 


www.courant.com/pets 


PEKINGESE PUPS! Born 2.22.22 
and ready for forever home on 
3.30.22. Girl=$900 Boys=$850. 
Text 401.207.1233 for pics 





Car Reviews 
Saturdays in 
MOTORING 


YOUR 
PERFECT 


JOB 


IS WAITING 





ANTIQUES & OLD STUFF WANTED 


Buying Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Toys, 
Silver Plated Items, Costume Jewelry, 
Pottery, Typewriters, Sewing Machines, 
Knives, Fishing, Tools, Lanterns, Glass, 
Clocks, Books & More 860-8 74-8396 
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BUYING OLD TOYS BEFORE 1990 


Tonka, Matchbox, Hotwheels, Trains, 
LEGOs, Star Wars, GI Joes, Nintendo, 
Action Figures, Slot Cars, Models, 
Games, Atari, Western, Dolls, Robots, 
Windups, & more. 860-874-8396 





BUYING PRE1980 Toys, Model Kits, 
Comic Bks, Baseball Card Posters & 
Cards, Pennants, Political, Postcards, 
Beer, Bar, Soda, Oil & Gas Station 
Cans&Signs, License Plates, Jewelry, 
Masonic & Fraternal Items, Zippos, | 
check Bsmnt/ Attic. 860-81 7-4350 





) Announcements 





Lost/Found 


IMPOUND - #205 Pitbull M, Grey & 
White. #206 Pit Hound Mix Brindle 
White Female #207 Husky 


Female Tri Color, #208 Husky Male, 
Tri Color, #209 German Shepherd 
Male, Black & Tan. #210 Pitbull 
Male White & Tan Call Hartford PD 
860-757-4000 





Antiques| 
Classics 


MERCEDES-BENZ 300SL 1991 


$17000 Excellent condition classic 
convertible with hard top. Always 
garaged. 802-436-2962 


PORSCHE 914 1974 - $2200 Solid 
Rolling Chassis Call No Txt 860- 
209-6629 


Auto | Truck Wanted 
CASH PAID 


for any Toyota, other makes. Any 
condition. Running or not, crashed 
Okay. Will take other makes and 
models. 203-600-4431 


Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 


Buy. Sell. Save. 
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Auto & SUV's 


BMW 740 2001 - $2950 negotiable 
740i Good Condition, Nice Driving 
860-539-4439 


HUMMER H3 2006 - $5900 Black 
Ext Tan Int New Tires, Runs Well 
860-539-4439 


NISSAN ALTIMA 2019 


$24500 All Wheel Drive, Many 
Options, Like New Condition 16,000 
miles 860-605-6895 


PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 2002 - 
$1350 OBO. GT. Runs, engine light 
on, new parts. Call: 860-623-9570 


TOYOTA COROLLA 2015 - $15,600 
Silver, 39K, 1 owner 860-667-1393 








Trucks & Vans 


FORD F350 2020 - $66,500 Mint 
condition, loaded dually, Crew Cab, 
4x4, 12k mileage, 7.3 Gas, Warranty 
Included 860-287-1528 


Car Reviews 
Saturdays in 
MOTORING 








Buy. Sell. Save. 


courant.com/advertiser 


860-525-2525 





EVE 
GOT YOUR 


TICKET! 
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Concerts 
Broadway 
Sports and more! 








PUBLIC NOTICES 


Hartford 


Notice of Public Sale: The following self- 
storage Cube contents containing household 
and other goods will be sold for cash by 
CubeSmart at 55 Research Parkway. Old 
Saybrook, CT 06475 to satisfy a lien on April 
05, 2022 at approx. 12:00 p.m. at www. 
storagetreasures.com: 


Unit 410: Derek Skinner 
Unit 2221: Linda Stewart 
Unit 2253: Mary Sobolewski 
Unit 2372: Amy Nigtingale 


Unit 2438: George Scherber 3rd 
3/22 & 3/24/22 7173199 








Request For Quotation #02-2118A 


The State of Connecticut Judicial Branch 
invites licensed plumber(s) to submit 
quotations to provide plumbing services 
as required at Judicial Branch location in 
Hartford, Connecticut. 


Quotations must be received by 11:30 A.M. 
on FRIDAY, APRIL 15, 2022. Late bids will 
not be accepted. 


VENDORS CURRENTLY REGISTERED UNDER 
THE STATE’S SMALL BUSINESS SET-ASIDE 
PROGRAM ARE ENCOURAGED TO BID. 


Bid package may be obtained by accessing 
the Judicial Branch Purchasing Services web 
site below. 


www.jud.ct.gov/external/news/busopp/ 
An Equal 


Employer 
3/22/22 7174264 


Opportunity/Affirmative Action 


March 21, 2022 Bid Notice 2200 for The 
Diaper Bank of Connecticut Furnishing 
Three Million (3,000,000) Infant And Toddler 
DiapersTo The Diaper Bank Of Connecticut is 
available at the Diaper Bank of Connecticut’s 
website: www.thediaperbank.org/ 
legal-notices. 

3/21- 3/25/2022 7172882 








LEGAL NOTICE AND INVITATION TO BID 
THE OPERA HOUSE PLAYERS 
PROFESSIONAL FUNDRAISING SERVICES 


The Opera House Players is seeking propos- 
als for a Fundraising Consultant (individual or 
organization) to lead its Board members and 
staff in building their fundraising capacity 
and developing a fundraising plan for the 
organization. 


RFP responses must be received by 5:00 
p.m., Friday, April 8, 2022. Any responses 
received after the deadline will not be 
considered. 


The RFP documents will be available on the 
Opera House Players’ website at www.op- 
erahouseplayers.org/rfp. Questions may be 
submitted by email at rfp@operahouseplay- 
ers.org. The Opera House Players reserves 
the right to accept or reject any, all, or any 
part of the responses, and to make awards 
that are deemed to be in the best interest of 
The Opera House Players. 

3/22/2022 7173985 





Looking for anyone who worked at Raytheon 
in Farmington or Hartford 1957-1959. 
Please call 314-277-6650 

3/22/2022 7174359 








Looking for anyone who worked at Electro 
Motive 1950-1952. 

Please call 314-277-6650 

3/22/2022 7174370 





Connecticut 


Legal Notice 
Request for Proposals 
Automated Work Zone Speed Control 
Design-Build Pilot Project 


The Connecticut Department of 
Transportation is seeking to engage a 
contracting firm to provide services related 
to Automated Work Zone Speed Control pilot 
project. More detailed information regarding 
this project can be found at: 
https://webprocure.perfect. 
com/wp-web-public/#/bidboard/ 
bid/98540?customerid=51 

Connecticut Department of Transportation 
An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action 
Employer 

3/17-4/1/2022 7171086 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


In accordance with City of Hartford Municipal 
Code Section 29-16, the Hartford Police 
Department is in possession of unclaimed 
found property for which the owner cannot 
be located. 

If you believe that some of this property is 
yours, phone the HPD Property Room at 860 
757-4180 weekdays 7:A.M to 2:30 PM. Be 
prepared to provide a detailed description of 
the property, the circumstances of its loss, 
and proof of ownership as necessary. 
Positive identification is required before prop- 
erty will be released. If not claimed, items 
may be sold at public auction, destroyed, 
donated, or released to a finder. 
1/4-3/29/2022 7112251 








Request For Quotation #02-2118A 


The State of Connecticut Judicial Branch 
invites licensed plumber(s) to submit 
quotations to provide plumbing services 
as required at Judicial Branch locations in 
Hartford, Connecticut. 


Quotations must be received by 11:30 A.M. 
on FRIDAY, APRIL 15, 2022. Late bids will 
not be accepted. 


VENDORS CURRENTLY REGISTERED UNDER 
THE STATE’S SMALL BUSINESS SET-ASIDE 
PROGRAM ARE ENCOURAGED TO BID. 


Bid package may be obtained by accessing 
the Judicial Branch Purchasing Services web 
site below. 


www.jud.ct.gov/external/news/busopp/ 
An Equal 


Employer 
3/22/2022 7174275 


Opportunity/Affirmative Action 
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The Board of Health of the Farmington Valley 
Heath District will hold a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, April 5th at 12:00pm, via Zoom 
link. For oral comments please call the 
Farmington Valley Health at 860-352-2333 
for link. Copies of proposed budget for fis- 
cal year 2022-2023 may be obtained from 
Farmington Valley Health District, 860-352- 
2333. Written comments may be sent to 95 
River Road, Canton, CT 06019. 

3/21, 3/22/2022 7172952 
















Buy. Sell. Save. 
courant.com/advertiser 


860-525-2525 





Stop wasting time searching for jobs. 
Find the right jobs with tribune publishing 
recruitment services. 


We work hard to make your job search easy. 
With our expansive network of distinguished 
employers from coast to coast and advanced 
Job matching technology, you'll find opportunities 
that match your skills, your personality and 


your life. 


Search jobs. Post your resume. 
Stand out from the crowd. 


courant.com/jobs 
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OBITUARIES BY TOWN 





Avon Middletown 
James Hannoosh Arthur M. Kohs 
lrene D. Pockoski Sebastian A. Randino 


Berlin New Britain 
Catherine Marut Norman Fortier 
Bristol Constance S. Poitras 


Donald W. Robinson 
Joseph P. Vigue 


Old Lyme 
Mary C. Schroeder 


Burlington Old Saybrook 
Joseph P. Vigue Lorraine M. Vickery 
Canton Other Towns in CT 
Donald W. Robinson Robert R. Depellegrini 
Cromwell Norman Fortier 
Daniel Cuddy Patricia E Hul 


East Hartford 
Masako T. C. Carini 


Arthur M. Kohs 
Catherine Marut 


Helen M Long Rocky Hill 
Enfield Daniel Cuddy 
Patricia Olsen South Windsor 
Ralph G. Robinson Lorraine M. Vickery 
Glastonbury West Hartford 
Wendy A. Grant Carol M Christopher 
Helen M Long Annie E Lewis 
Hartford Irene D. Pockoski 
Masako T. C. Carini Wethersfield 
James Hannoosh Rosa J. Sullivan 
Annie E Lewis Windsor 
Marlborough Thomas P. Woble 
Rosa J. Sullivan OUT OF STATE 
Meriden Masako T. C. Carini 


Wendy A. Grant 


* Denotes name listing only. 


Spring Hill, TN 


Please note: not all death notices are in alphabetical order. 


OBITUARIES 


Christopher, Carol M 


Carol M Christopher 
Dec. 6, 1938 - Dec. 28, 2021 
Join our celebration of Carol's life, 
at Rockledge Grille, 289 South Main St 
West Hartford, Ct. 
May 22, 2022 12-3 pm 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Cuddy, Daniel 


Daniel John Cuddy, 73, of Rocky Hill, CT 
formerly of Wilton and Stamford, CT, passed 
away on March 12th. Dan was predeceased 
by his wife Jane, his parents Joseph and 
Eileen, and his brothers Joseph and Kevin. He is sur- 
vived by his daughter Christine and her husband 
Joseph, his son Daniel and his wife Rebecca, and his 
grandchildren Isabella, Abigail, Jane, and Jameson. Dan 
was a dedicated husband, brother, father, and grandfa- 
ther. He will be remembered for the projects he com- 
pleted while plying his trade as a carpenter, the 
laughter he brought to those he knew, and the memo- 
ries of all the great meals he made. Per his wishes 
there are no services planned. However, if you wish to 
do something in his honor - donations can be made in 
his name to MS Society, Little People of America or 
Kick For Nick. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


DePellegrini, Robert R. 


Robert R. DePellegrini, 84, of 
Stafford Springs, CT passed 
away on Monday, March 21, 
2022 at Evergreen Health Care 
Center. He was born in 
Stafford, son of the late Albert 
and Mildred (Woods) 
DePellegrini, Sr. Bobby is sur- 
vived by his loving wife of 64 
years, Dolores (Gianantoni) 
DePellegrini; four children and 
their families; Donna 
Watkinson and her husband Jack, and their children 
Megan and Devon, Dino DePellegrini and his wife 
Christine, and their children Dominic, Francesca and 
Vincenzo, Diane Young, and Debra Kennedy and her 
children Jordan and Jenna; and many nieces, nephews 
and cousins. He was predeceased by two sons-in-law, 
Thomas Young and Shaun Kennedy; his brother, Albert 
DePellegrini, Jr.; and his sister, Nancy Jakobsen. Funeral 
services and burial at St. Edward Cemetery, Stafford 
Springs, CT will be private. Memorial donations may be 
made to St. Edward Church, 27 Church St., Stafford 
Springs, CT 06076 or the American Cancer Society, P.O. 
Box 22478, Oklahoma City, OK 73123. Introvigne Funeral 
Home, Inc., Stafford Springs, CT has care of the ar- 
rangements. To leave a message of sympathy for the 
family, please visit: www.introvignefuneralhome.com 


lntrovigne 
Funeral Home, Inc. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


arent, Wendy Ann (Mazzucchi) 


~~) Wendy Ann (Mazzucchi) Grant, 
= 71, of Glastonbury, passed 
oy away surrounded by loved 

~ ones on March 19, 2022. Born 

on May 22, 1950 in Hartford, 

she was the daughter of the 

late Demo and Norma (Lowry) 

Mazzucchi. Wendy had a zest 

} for life. She enjoyed family, 

tm friends, a good book, her toes 

| Seen In the beach sand, and always 

_ 7 Ys provided the right advice at 
the right time to SO many. She loved traveling, dancing 
and was a fantastic cook. She is survived by her hus- 
band James Gary Grant, of Glastonbury; her son, Ryan 
Grant of Glastonbury; her son, Justin Grant and his wife 
Julie Ann of Ipswich, MA; her cherished grandchildren 
Jack and Hazel Grant of Ipswich. She is also survived by 
her brother, Ralph Mazzucchi and his wife Anita of 
Manchester; her sister in law Paula McDonnell of 
Hamden; her sister in law Robin Cianciolo of Larkspur, 
CA and her husband Lenny; and her brother in law 
Bruce Grant and his girlfriend Sandi Garde of Milford; 
as well as several nieces, nephews and cousins. A Mass 
of Christian Burial will be celebrated on Thursday, 
March 24, 2022 at Ss. Isidore and Maria Parish at St. 
Paul Church, 2577 Main St., Glastonbury. Entombment 
will be in Holy Cross Cemetery. Friends may call on 
Wednesday, March 23, 2022 from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm at 
Mulryan Funeral Home, 725 Hebron Ave., Glastonbury. 
For online condolences, please visit www.mulryanfh. 


~~ MULRYAN 


FUNERAL HOME 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


hare memories, EXPTess 





condolences, and celebrate 
life in the obituary section 
on courant.com. 





OBITUARIES 


Carini, Masako Tawata Charette 


Masako Tawata Charette Carini, of Spring Hill, formerly of East Hartford, CT, born June 15, 
1931 in Okinawa, Japan, and passed away March 18, 2022 in Spring Hill, TN. 

Our loving mother, grandmother and great-grandmother, the matriarch of our family, went 
to heaven on the wings of angels on this day. The love for her family Knew no bounds. 
Masako was a caring friend, had a wonderful sense of humor, was an avid gardener and 


bird watcher. 


She is predeceased by her husband: Robert J. Carini; father and mother: Shinkichi and Nabi 
Tawata; three siblings; son: Raymond Charette. 

She is survived by a daughter and son-in-law: Rachel and Leonard Frenette; three sons 
and their spouses: Roy Charette and Pam Kane, Roland Charette and Robert and Ashley 
Charette; sister: Yoshiko Miyazato; 11 grandchildren and 17 great grandchildren. 

A celebration of life will be held later this summer in CT. In lieu of flowers, donations 
in Masako's name may be made to the National Audubon Society or Room In the Inn, 


Nashville, TN. 


SPRING HILL MEMORIAL PARK, FUNERAL HOME AND CREMATION SERVICES, 5239 Main Street, Spring Hill, 
TN 37174. 931 486-0059 www.springhill-memorial.com 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Hul, Patricia E (Perry) 


COLUMBIA, Conn. -- Patricia 
‘Tricia’ Perry Hul, who made a 
mark in pursuits both profes- 
sional and artistic, died unex- 
pectedly on March 15 at her 
home in Columbia. She was 
59 years old. 
Born in Gloucester, Mass., 
daughter of Rolland and 
Frances Perry, she grew 
up and attended schools 
— in Manchester-by-the-Sea, 
Mass., efor going to the University of Connecticut, 
where she earned a bachelor of science degree in 
physical therapy. It was at UConn. where she met her 
future husband, Andrew Hul, with whom she raised two 
children. 

Following a long career in physical therapy Tricia found 
her true passion, designing and building award-winning 
sets for the Windham Theater Guild, in Willimantic. She 
later planned musical events for Columbia's Heartstone 
Winery and volunteered at the Saxton B. Little Library. 

Known as a loving daughter, wife, mother, and sister, 
Tricia relished the role of hostess, joyfully welcoming 
any and all to her home. Strangers became friends, and 
"Mom" is how she was Known to the friends of her 


children. 
Her interests and talents went to great heights and 


depths -- literally -- for she had enjoyed scuba diving 
and flew single-engine aircraft after earning her pri- 
vate pilot's license. 

Most of all, Tricia enjoyed spending time with her 
family on Columbia Lake, playing a good board game 
or telling a bad joke. She loved and sheltered cats, 
whether one or five. 

In addition to her parents, she was predeceased 
by her brother, Christopher Perry, of Manchester-by- 
the-Sea. Besides her husband, Andrew, she leaves a 
daughter, Julianna Hul, of Somerville, Mass.; ason, Ryan 
Hul, of Columbia; and two sisters, Sharron Cohen, wife 
of David, of Gloucester, Mass., and Suzanne Launer, 
widow of Fred, of Sterling, Alaska. 

A celebration of Tricia's life will be held at 1 p.m. 
on Saturday, March 26, at the Windham Theater Guild. 
(Parking, On Meadow Street, is at the rear of the 
theater.) Her ashes will be interred later in the Perry 
family plot, in Manchester-by-the-Sea. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the 
Windham Theater Guild, 779 Main St., Willimantic, CT 
06226. 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


LOWS, Annie E (Johnson) 


Annie Edith Lewis, 89, of 

West Hartford, passed away 

peacefully on February 

2,2022. Annie was born and 

raised in Hartford, a town she 

lived in for many years before 

moving to West Hartford 

in1976. Annie was a loyal 

employee at Bank Of America 

for 35 years, continuing to 

work as a quarter timer after 

retirement. Annie was also a 

ve == neighborhood Avon Lady for 

15 rns where she earned her way into 

the Presidents Club. Annie enjoyed playing 

card games such as Set Back, Rummy, 

Michigan Rummy and Solitaire. Annie also 

loved the board game Parcheesi. She was also an avid 

fan of television game shows, movie musicals and her 

beloved Walker Texas Ranger. What she loved most 

however was catching up with friends and family on 
the telephone. 


Annie was the loving wife of 58 years to James A. Lewis 
Sr. who passed away in 2018. Annie was predeceased 
by her parents Rubin and Marion Johnson, her sisters 
Marie, Arline and Edwina and her brother Malcolm. She 
is survived by her daughter Pamela Lewis, son James 
A. Lewis Jr., daughter-in-law Nancy Lewis and grandson 
Nathan Garnica. Annie also leaves behind several 
nieces and nephews. 


Annie requested a celebration of life be held in her 
honor as opposed to traditional funeral services. We 
request all of Annie's loved ones to join us in celebrat- 
ing her beautiful life at Calvary Church, 1855 Albany 
Ave., West Hartford, Ct. 06117 on April 9, 2022 at 10:00 


a.m. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Marut, Catherine 


es Catherine Marut, 97, of 

“~ Kensington passed away 

=e peacefully on Sunday, March 

20 with family by her side. 

Catherine was born January 

23, 1925 to the late Stanley 

and Mary (Smuda) Polgroszek 

and was a life-long resident 

of Berlin. She was a waitress 

' at Shuttle Meadow Country 

a Club and a member of St. 

Paul Catholic Church. 

Catherine was an avid gardener who enjoyed flowers 

and had many beautiful flower gardens around her 

home. Above all her greatest joy in life was spending 

time with her family who she loved dearly. Catherine 

was a kind, generous soul and will be missed by all who 

knew and loved her. 

Catherine leaves behind her children Marcia Lechowicz 

(Stephen), Deborah Marut and Paul Marut all of 

Kensington. Her grandchildren Catherine Sullivan 

(Brennan), Stephen Lechowicz Jr. (Kimberly), Paul 

Marut Jr. (Samantha), and Jason Lechowicz (Susan). 

Also, her great-grandchildren Maxwell, Kadence, Ryan, 

Jack, Cara, Sadie, June, and Luke. Besides her parents 

she was predeceased by her husband Peter Marut Sr., 
son Peter Marut Jr., 2 brothers and 4 sisters. 

Services will be held Wednesday, March 23 at Berlin 

Memorial Funeral Home, 96 Main Street, Kensington 

from 10-11am. A Mass of Christian Burial will be held 

at St. Paul Church, 485 Alling Street, Kensington at 
11:30am. Burial to follow at Maple Cemetery. 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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Kohs, Arthur M. 


Arthur M. Kohs of Cromwell 
CT, formerly of Higganum CT 
for 47 years, passed away 
peacefully at his home on 
Sunday, March 20, 2022. 
Arthur, the son of Max and 
Miriam Kohs, was born in 
Brooklyn, N.Y., on April 29, 
1937, and moved to Hadlyme, 
CT, in 1938. “Artie,” as he was 
affectionately called, gradu- 
ated from Nathan Hale Ray 
High School in Moodus CT in 1955. He earned a Bachelor 
of Science from Springfield College in 1959, and a 
Master of Science from the University of Oregon in 
1960. That same year, he began his teaching career in 
Hanover Park High School in New Jersey. In 1961, he 
returned to Hale Ray High School as teacher, Director 
of Athletics, and head coach for soccer, basketball, and 
baseball, winning multiple championships including 
the class S soccer state championships in 1961 and 
1962. In 1963, Art was hired by Xavier High School in 
Middletown as its Director of Athletics and teacher of 
physical education. Art was Xavier's first hire, as the 
school was being constructed, and was charged with 
building Xavier's athletic program. At Xavier, Art also 
served in numerous other capacities including as 
Xavier's first head basketball coach from 1963-1979. 
He amassed over 200 victories and reached the CIAC 
State semifinals in 1969 and 1975. As Athletic Director, 
Art was instrumental in the formation of both the All- 
Connecticut Conference, and in 1994, the Southern 
Connecticut Conference of which Xavier is a member 
today. Art was also active in athletics outside of Xavier. 
He served as a soccer official for 25 years for the 
Central Connecticut Soccer Officials Association and 
the CT State Soccer Officials Association, working nu- 
merous state championship games, and was also past 
president of both organizations. He served on numer- 
ous committees for the Connecticut Interscholastic 
Athletic Conference, Connecticut Association of 
Athletic Directors, and the Connecticut High School 
Coaches Association. Along with his longtime friends, 
coach Jake Salafia of Cromwell HS, and coach Wally 
Camp of Coginchaug HS, Art co-owned the Fundamental 
Basketball Camp located first in Moodus, then at 
Mitchell College in New London for over 25 years. Art 
earned numerous awards throughout his career, in- 
cluding the Central CT Soccer Officials Distinguished 
Service Award, the Central CT Board of Basketball 
Officials Commissioners Award, the National 
Interscholastic Athletic Administration Association 
State Award of Merit, the CT Association of Athletic 
Directors Distinguished Service Award, and the 
Connecticut High School Coaches’ Association 
Dedicated Service to Youth Award. He was inducted 
into Xavier's Hall of Honors in 1988, the Nathan Hale- 
Ray High School Sports Hall of Fame in 1993, and the 
Middletown Sports Hall of Fame in 2003, alongside his 
daughter Paula. After his retirement from Xavier in 
1997, he was honored with the naming of Xavier's gym 
as the Arthur M. Kohs Gymnasium. Art remained active 
throughout his retirement. He was on staff as an as- 
sistant basketball coach for several years for his son 
Michael at Xavier. He also continued to serve the 
Southern Connecticut Conference as its scheduling 
coordinator until his passing. Beyond his professional 
career, Art was devoted to his loving wife Carolyn and 
to his children and his grandchildren. He coached his 
children in Little League baseball, and always enjoyed 
playing golf with his family and friends. He and Carolyn 
never missed any athletic events of their children and 
grandchildren. Art and Carolyn were passionate sup- 
porters of both Xavier and Mercy High Schools, espe- 
cially their basketball teams. When his mobility slowed 
and he sometimes couldn't attend games in person, he 
continued to support both teams by watching their 
livestream broadcasts. Arthur was predeceased by 
Carolyn Kohs, his loving wife of 55 years. He leaves 
behind son Todd Kohs and wife Suzanne of Cheboygan, 
MI; son Michael Kohs and wife Robin, and grandchildren 
Sarah, Stephen, and Lauren of Portland CT; son Tim 
Kohs and wife Carlye, and grandchildren Avery and 
Brett of Higganum, CT; and daughter Paula Kohs Drake 
and husband Mark, and grandchildren Thomas, Emma, 
Leah, and Clara of Waxhaw, NC. He also leaves his 
sister-in-law Diana Schleis, nieces Kim Fetera, Barbara 
Walker, and Lorraine Schleis, nephew Joseph Schleis, 
and their families. Art was also predeceased by his in- 
fant son Thomas Kohs, and his two brothers-in-law, 
Edward Schleis Jr., and Arthur Schleis. In lieu of flow- 
ers, please consider a donation in Artie’s name to the 
Arthur M. Kohs Scholarship Fund at Xavier High School 
or to Mercy High School Athletics. Visiting hours will be 
on Wednesday (Mar. 23rd) from 4 to 7 p.m. at Biega 
Funeral Home, 3 Silver St., Middletown, CT. The Funeral 
Mass will be held at St. Pius X Church, 310 Westfield 
St., Middletown, CT, on Thursday (Mar. 24th) at 10:00 
a.m. Burial will follow at St. Bridget of Kildare Cemetery 
in Moodus, CT. To share memories or express condo- 
lences online please visit www.biegafuneralhome.com. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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Hannoosh, James 


James G. Hannoosh, Ph.D., 
aged 74, died peacefully on 
March 18, 2022, at his home 
in West Barnstable, MA, after 
a long illness. 
Born in Lynn, MA, on February 
21, 1948, he was the eldest 
child of Mitchell M. Hannoosh 
and Eleanor 8B. (Kfoury) 
Hannoosh. A graduate of 
Wakefield High School, he 
received a BSME with honors 
from Worcester Polytechnic Institute, followed by an 
MSME and a Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
During his time at MIT, he married Linda (Rugg), his wife 
of 47 years, who predeceased him in 2018. They were 
a team in all aspects of their lives — family, work, and 
business. 
Jim's professional career focused on the development 
and commercialization of products based on advanced 
materials, especially ceramics: custom dental implant 
abutments, ceramic bearings, advanced ceramic cut- 
ting tools, internal combustion engines, and more. He 
obtained 8 patents and filed for many more, including 
a self-righting cane called the Raising Cane™, which he 
invented with his father to help his mother. 
He began his career at Foster Miller Associates, moving 
on to the Norton Company. He then worked for the 
Successful start-ups Cerbec and Atlantis Components, 
both of which were later acquired by major companies. 
He also spent many years consulting for private equity 
firms in business and new product development across 
a broad range of advanced technologies. The consum- 
mate engineer, he was passionate about creating new 
products, bringing them to market and building the 
infrastructure to ensure profitability. His work took 
him to many countries in Europe and Asia. 
In retirement, he continued to consult for many com- 
panies for his knowledge, ingenuity, and expertise. 
He also mentored many professionals whom he met 
throughout his career. 
Jim was an avid fisherman, boater, and enjoyed sharing 
this with friends and family. He was a skilled wood- 
worker, crafting many items of furniture over the years. 
He loved clocks and maintained many in his home. Ever 
the tinkerer, he always had a series of projects under 
way. For many, he was the “go-to” person for advice 
on all things mechanical and technical, as he gener- 
ously shared his talents and ideas. He was extremely 
devoted to his family. Jim was also well-known for his 
lively sense of humor and was hilariously funny. 
He is survived by his son James and daughter-in-law 
Sarah (Buitenhuys) of Bolton, his daughter Sarah of 
Quincy, his brother Charles of Boxford, sister Michele 
and husband Richard Janko of Ann Arbor, MI, his 
brother Gregory and wife Diana of Kittery Point, Maine, 
his grandchildren, Sadie and Landon Hannoosh, and 
his partner Kathy Jansen of Osterville, as well as many 
nieces, nephews and their children. 
Visiting hours will be at the Chapman Funeral Home, 
John-Lawrence Chapel, 3778 Falmouth Rd. Marstons 
Mills, MA on Thursday, March 24 from 4-7pm. A fu- 
neral mass in his memory will be held on Friday March 
25at 11am at Our Lady of Victory Church, 230 S. Main 
St. Centerville, burial will follow at the Lothrop Hill 
Cemetery in Barnstable. 
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations 
be made to the liver tumor program at Beth Israel 
Deaconess Medical Center in Boston, the American 
Liver Foundation, or the Multiple Myeloma Research 
Foundation. 
For online guestbook & directions, visit www.chapman- 
funeral.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


_Fortler, Norman 


Norman Fortier, Age 91, 

husband of Lucille (Beaudoin) 

Fortier of Waterford, CT, 

peacefully passed away at 

his home on January 18, 

2022, with his family by his 

Side. Norman was born on 

May 8, 1930, in Lewiston, 

Maine to the late Bertrand 

and Delia (Rioux) Fortier. 

aN : 1 Norman spent most of his life 

| . in New Britain, CT where he 

ee from ie Britain High School, Class of 1949. 

He was a veteran of the Korean War, having served in 

the United States Air Force. Following his military 

service, he spent his entire career in insurance sales 

where he eventually became co-owner of Leclerc and 

Fortier Insurance Agency in New Britain, retiring in 

1982. In 2004, he and his wife moved to a retirement 

community in Southington, CT where they lived for 17 

years. In 2021, they moved to the home of their daugh- 

ter and her family in Waterford, CT. This past July, 
Norman and Lucille celebrated 70 years of marriage. 

Besides his wife, he is survived by his sister Jacqueline 
Wasielewski of Port St. Lucie, FL. He leaves his six 
children: Gary and his wife Roxanna of Jacksonville, TX, 
Michael and his wife Anne of Victor, ID, Russell and his 
wife Paula of Del Rey Beach, FL, Susan Rackstraw and 
her husband Bill of Winnetka, CA, Marylou Calderone 
and her husband John of Waterford, CT and Sandra 
Lee and her husband John of Burlington, CT. He also 
leaves nine grandchildren, Jeremy Fortier, Jessica 
Fortier (Ulmer), Danielle Fortier (Easter), Rachel Fortier, 
Michael Calderone, Catherine Calderone, Tanner Lee, 
Juliana Lee and Jocelyn Lee, and five great-grandchil- 
dren, Raynee Fortier, Cora Fortier, Henry Ulmer, Emmett 
Ulmer, and Caroline Easter, as well as several nieces 
and nephews. 

Most people would describe Norm as a force of nature, 
with a great sense of humor and a deep love for his 
family and friends. He made a lasting impression on 
people everywhere he went. He loved traveling and 
was an avid pilot, flying to multiple destinations in his 
beloved Cessna, with his wife by his side as his co- 
pilot. Besides his family, Norm's proudest achievement 
was his 49 years of sobriety, a cause that led him to 
help hundreds of others through his involvement with 
AA. 

Norman's family would like to express their deep- 
est gratitude to the Masonicare hospice team for 
their wonderful care and support. Special thanks to 
his longtime friends Richie Cyr and Don Maddox who 
were like sons to him and were always there to lend a 
helping hand, as well as his newest BFF, Eddie Rando, 
who brought great joy into his life since his move to 
Waterford. 

A celebration of life will be held at the New Britain 
Memorial - Donald D. Sagarino Funeral Home in New 
Britain, CT on March 25, 2022, from 3-6 PM. A military 
burial will follow on March 26, 2022, at 11 AM at the 
Veterans Cemetery in Middletown, CT. In lieu of flow- 
ers, memorial donations may be made in his memory 
to the Shriners Hospital for Children or the Tunnels to 
Towers Foundation. 

Fond memories and expressions of sympathy may be 
Shared at www.NewBritainSagarino.com for the Fortier 
family. 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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Schroeder, Mary Caldwell 


Mary Caldwell Schroeder, of Lyme, CT and Santa Fe, NM, 
passed away at her home in Santa Fe on December 5, 
2021. Mary was born on May 3, 1960 to John Schroeder 
and Julie Morsman Schroeder. Mary and her younger 
brother John (Jock) grew up in Omaha, NE. The family 
enjoyed yearly summer vacations in Wyoming, riding 
horses in the sage covered foothills of the Bighorns. 
Like her mother and grandmother, Mary graduated from 
Smith College in Northampton, MA. It was at Smith 
that Mary met her partner and future wife Catherine 
Spencer. After graduating with a degree in Art History, 
Mary moved to New York for a job at the auction house 
Christie's. Later moving to Lyme, CT, Mary joined the 
Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art in Hartford, CT, 
ultimately rising to the position of Registrar. Mary and 
Cathy married in 2014, and lived in an 18 th Century 
farmhouse which they beautifully renovated over the 
years, adding modern industrial elements while retain- 
ing the rustic sensibilities of the original structure. A 
dedicated conservationist, Mary purchased a large par- 
cel of adjacent land and put it into conservation trust. 
At retirement, Mary and Cathy discovered Santa Fe and 
a second home, and would road trip each spring and 
fall between Connecticut and New Mexico with their 
beloved dogs. Mary was a loyal supporter of the arts 
and other charitable causes. She was an avid reader 
and would often surprise friends with gifts of her fa- 
vorite novels. She loved bicycling, yoga, jigsaw puzzles, 
and cooking, but treasured most of all her family and 
friends, who will forever remember her irreverent 
sense of humor, intelligence, empathy, and generous 
Spirit. Mary leaves behind her wife Catherine Spencer, 
mother Julie Schroeder, of Omaha,NE, brother Jock 
Schroeder, of Story, WY, niece Cate Schroeder, of Santa 
Fe, dogsRosie and Moses, and many, many friends. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Long, Helen M (Murphy ) 


Helen (Marge) M. Long (Murphy), 96, born 
Ne November 23, 1925 in New Haven, CT, 
daughter to the late Thomas Murphy and 
Margaret (Gilchrist) Murphy. Helen resided 
most of her life in East Hartford, CT and most recently 
at the Glastonbury Health Care Center. Helen passed 
peacefully in her sleep on Friday 3/18/22. In 1947 she 
married Thomas Long and together they raised four 
children, Richard (Sandra) Long, East Hartford, CT, 
Geraldine (Don) Pinney, Berlin, CT, Robin (Joseph) 
Petrie, East Hartford, CT, Edward (Deborah) Long, 
Portland, CT. 
Per Helen’s request the celebration of life will be 
private. 
For further information and to leave a memory or to 
make a donation in lieu of flowers please visit: Abbey 
Cremation Service. https://www.abbeycremation.com/ 
post/helen-m-long-1925-2022 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


PockoskKi, Irene D.Krusinski 


Irene D. (Krusinski) PockosKi, 
94, beloved wife of the late 
Philip E. Pockoski, of West 
Hartford and formerly of Avon, 
passed away, Saturday, March 
19, 2022. Born in Norwich, she 
was raised in Hartford and 
graduated from Bulkeley High 
School and earned her BA as a 
Registered Nurse at St 
Joseph's College, West 
Hartford. She began her nurs- 
ing career at Backus Hospital and spent over 37 years 
at Bristol Hospital. Irene was a writer and published 
four books: one of short stories and three of poetry. 
She loved stamp collecting with her husband and had 
been secretary of the Simsbury Stamp Club. An avid 
Shopper, she also loved to decorate especially her 
home. She was a seamstress and made her children’s 
clothes and dolls that she would give away to children 
at the hospitals where she worked. Most of all she en- 
joyed spending time with her family, especially her 
grandchildren. Irene leaves her children daughter Laura 
Hunt and her husband Stephen of Avon, Philip Pockoski 
and his wife Ellen of Granby, daughter Sandra Lebowitz 
of Herndon, VA, and her son David Pockoski of Canton; 
her grandchildren Alexandra Pockoski, Jacob Lebowitz, 
Nicholas, Noah, and Eva Pockoski, Brett Pockoski, and 
Brendan Sansone; and a_egreatgrandchild Nolan 
Pockoski. Her family will receive friends Thursday, 
March 24, 2022, from 6-8 PM at the Carmon Funeral 
Home & Family Center, 301 Country Club Road, Avon. 
Family and friends may gather Friday, March 25, 2022, 
10:15 AM at Carmon’'s followed by a Mass of Christian 
Burial at 11:00 AM at the Church of Saint Ann, 289 Arch 
Road, Avon. Burial will follow in Mount Saint Benedict 
Cemetery. Contributions may be made to St. Joseph 
University, 1678 Asylum Avenue, West Hartford, CT 
06117. For directions or condolences please visit www. 
carmonfuneralhome.com. 


ia CARMON 


—— Community Funeral Homes 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Poltras, Constance S. (Kessler) 


Constance S. “Connie” 
(Kessler) Poitras, 73, of New 
Britain, passed away  sur- 
rounded by her family on 
Monday, March 21, 2022. She 
was the loving wife of Richard 
Poitras. 
Born April 8, 1948 in 
Morgantown, W. Virginia, she 
3 was the daughter of the late 
Tes. Walter and Verlin (Mitchell) 
— Kessler. 
Connie worked at the Southington Care Center for 
18 years. She loved to quilt, sew and cook for family 
dinners. 
In addition to her husband she is survived by her five 
children, Elizabeth Musgrave and William Bergeron 
of Lebanon, Donald Musgrave and Shanna Jarvis of 
E. Hampton, Jonathan Musgrave and Jonas Couto of 
Hartford, Danielle Wrobleski and husband Jason of 
Ashland, MA and Matthew Musgrave and wife Shelly 
of New Britain; three grandchildren, Kristen Roberts 
and husband Cullen of Plainville, Katherine Musgrave 
of Enfield and Carter Musgrave of W. Hartford and her 
Sister, Shirley Harvey of Texas. She also leaves her 
former husband Donald Musgrave, former daughter-in- 
law, Brandy Little and many dear friends. 
She was predeceased by a brother Wayne Kessler. 
A funeral service will be held on Friday, March 25th 
at 10 a.m. at the DellaVecchia Funeral Home, 211 N. 
Main St., Southington. Burial will follow at Rose Hills 
Memorial Park Cemetery, in Rocky Hill. Calling hours 
will be Thursday from 5-7 p.m. The family asks that 
masks be worn for all services. For online condolences 
and directions please visit, www.dellavecchiasouthing- 
ton.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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easbbebet Sebastian A. 


Sebastian Anthony Randino, 
89, of Middletown, beloved 
husband of Nancy (DelRosso) 
Randino for sixty-five years, 
passed away on Saturday, 
March 19th at Middlesex 
Hospital. Born in Middletown, 
he was the son of the late 
Sophio and Maria_ (Rio) 
Randino, both of Sicily, Italy. 
Sebastian, known to most as 
Randy, lived in Middletown 
. his whole life, was a member 
of Saint John’ Ss Church and a veteran of the 
Korean War serving in the United States 
Air Force. He worked for Pratt & Whitney 
Aircraft and retired from there in 1993. 
Randy was a member of the Elks and VFW and in his 
Spare time enjoyed woodworking, fishing, and playing 
pool. 
Along with his wife, he is survived by his two sons, 
Keith Randino (wife Cheryl) of Tolland and Mark 
Randino (partner Michelle Berlinghoff) of Portland as 
well as two grandsons Kevin Randino (wife Brittany) 
of Ellington and Kyle Randino (wife Julie) and great- 
grandson Daniel Randino of Vernon along with nieces 
and nephews; several other great-grandchildren and 
great-great-grandchildren through marriage. 
Besides his parents, he was predeceased by his two 
Sisters, Angela Tyrseck, Lucy Bombaci and his brother 
Vincent Randino. 
The funeral will be private at the convenience of the 
family. In lieu of flowers, friends may make donations 
in Sebastian's memory to the Alzheimer's Association 
or the charity of their choice. 
The Coughlin-Lastrina Funeral Home, 491 High St., 
Middletown is in charge of arrangements. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Robinson, Donald W. 


Donald W. Robinson, 75, of Picacho, AZ, 
died March 15, 2022. He was born August 
8, 1946 in New Britain, son of the late 
Walter and Mary (Scripka) Robinson and 
had lived in Terryville for many years prior to moving to 
Arizona. Don was a veteran of the United States Marine 
Corps and the U.S. Airforce. Mr. Robinson was a Vehicle 
Mechanic for CT Air National Guard for many years 
prior to his retirement. Don enjoyed spending time 
gardening and working on home projects and most of 
all love fishing with his grandchildren. 
He is survived by his son, Michael Robinson and part- 
ner Tracy Kennerson of Canton; his daughter, Michele 
A. Lasota of Windsor; his stepson, Joshua Martin and 
wife Kara of Naugatuck; stepdaughter, Faith Casy of 
Rockville; his brother, Robert Robinson and wife Linda 
of Kensington; nephew Cory Robinson and wife Jennifer 
of Tampa, FL; his grandchildren, Dakota Carey, Spencer 
Robinson, Mackenzie Robinson, Nathaniel Martin, 
Jacqueline Martin and Gage Tobin and his domestic 
partner, Maria Sgrott and her family Sandy and Seth 
Tobin. He was predeceased by his wife, Maureen 
Robinson. 
Calling hours will be held on Thursday, March 24th 
from 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM at the Vincent Funeral Home, 
120 Albany Turnpike in Canton. Donations in Robby’s 
memory may be made to the Department of Veterans’ 
Affairs, 287 West Street, Rocky Hill, CT 06067. Please 
visit his Book of Memories at www.vincentfuneralhome. 
com for online tributes. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Sullivan, Rosa J.(Reynolds) 


See all Rosa Jane (Reynolds) Sullivan 
’ peacefully passed away 
Saturday, March 19, 2022 at 
the age of 92, in her home in 
Wethersfield, surrounded by 
her family. She was the widow 
of John L. “Jack” Sullivan, Jr. 
and the daughter of the late 
Rosa (Ahern) and Joseph T. 
Reynolds. 
Rosa grew up in West Hartford 
and was a graduate of Hall 
High School and Bay Path Jr. College in Longmeadow, 
Massachusetts. She and Jack married on Valentine's 
Day in 1953 and then moved to Wethersfield. She 
worked at Aetna as an Administrative Assistant, leaving 
for 10 years to raise her family, returning to Aetna until 
her retirement in 1987 after 25 years of service. Upon 
retirement, Rosa and Jack moved to Cape Cod, residing 
in Eastham and having many happy years of retirement 
together there. In the winter they spent their time in 
Venice, Florida. After Jack's death, Rosa returned to 
Wethersfield to be near her children. 
Rosa is survived by her three children: Patricia Lombardo 
and her husband Paul, John L. Sullivan Ill and his wife 
Cynthia and Karen Arseneault and her husband Scott. 
She also leaves behind four grandchildren: Brendan 
Sullivan, Christopher Sullivan and his wife Christine, 
Lindsay Sullivan and Matthew Cusano; as well as two 
twin great-grandsons, Jack and Luke Sullivan, whom 
she was proudly awaiting their arrival this month. She 
is also survived by her brother-in-law, Jerome Sullivan 
and his wife Jane and several nieces and nephews. 
In addition to her parents, Rosa was predeceased by 
her sister Ellen and brother-in-law James Flynn, and 
brothers-in-law, Thomas (Judy) Sullivan and James 
Sullivan. 
Rosa was a true Irish beauty who loved life and always 
had a smile for everyone she met. The family would like 
to thank Biruta and Inga for their care, friendship and 
dedication to Rosa these past several years. 
Friends and relatives may pay their respects to the 
Sullivan family on Wednesday, March 23rd from 9:15 
—- 10:15 a.m. at the D’Esopo Funeral Chapel, 277 Folly 
Brook Boulevard, Wethersfield followed by a Mass of 
Christian Burial at 11:00 a.m. in the Church of the 
Incarnation, 544 Prospect St., Wethersfield. Interment 
will follow the Mass in Fairview Cemetery (Section 4), 
200 Whitman Ave., West Hartford. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations are requested to the Friends of the 
Cape Cod National Seashore, P.O. Box 550, Wellfleet, 
MA 02667 or online at FCCNS.org/donate. To share a 
memory of Rosa with her family, please visit www. 
desopofuneralchapel.com. 
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ii Lorraine M. (Chaperon) 


Lorraine M. (Chaperon) 
Vickery, age 91, of Old 
Saybrook CT, formerly of 
South Windsor, CT, passed 
away on March 18, 2022, with 
her family by her side. The 
family would like to extend 
their appreciation to 
Gladeview Health Care and 
Rehabilitation for the excel- 
4 lent TLC Mom received from 
: =“ the staff. Lorraine was born 
on Sept 24, 1930, in Winooski, Vermont to the late Fred 
and Mary (FOX) Chaperon of Pittsfield, Mass. She was 
predeceased by her husband, Rodger Vickery of 
Columbia, CT, by her sisters Shirley Coppolino of 
Pittsfield and Dori Chaperon of NYC, and her brother, 
Bradley Chaperon. Lorraine was a devoted mother to 
Debra Kramer and husband Rick of Greenville SC, Gary 
Vickery and wife Janine of Manchester CT, Gail Chmiel 
and husband Tim of Madison CT, and Joyce Somma and 
husband Stephen of Madison CT; her grandchildren 
Matthew Laskarzewski, Ryan Vickery, Krista Johnson 
and husband Erik Johnson, and Heather Munafo and 
husband Mark of Newington CT; her great grandchil- 
dren, Elaina, Ben, Max, and Sam; her sister, Darlene 
Degnan of OK, several nieces and nephews, and her 
Godson, Jim Armstrong of Pittsfield, Mass. Whether it 
was working as a shift supervisor at Air Pax in Cheshire, 
CT, as well as safely crossing children as a school 
crossing guard at Rotella School in Waterbury, Lorraine 
always worked hard to provide for her family and to 
Spoil her grandchildren. Lorraine was quiet, kind, gen- 
erous and always optimistic regardless of what life 
dealt. She loved to walk, read, and listen to Big Band 
and Jazz music. Her favorite musicians were Frank 
Sinatra, Peggy Lee, and Harry Connick, Jr. An avid trav- 
eler as well, she enjoyed Cruises, European Travel, long 
Summer trips to Cape Cod with her family and an oc- 
Casional trip to put coins in the slot machines with her 
friends. She'll be long remembered fondly as a great 
baker and cook, curious traveler, snappy dresser, but 
most of all for being a loving mother, grandmother, and 
great grandmother. The loss of her everyday presence 
will be felt deeply by all who loved her. Funeral ser- 
vices are private at the request of her family. Samsel & 
Carmon Funeral Home in South Windsor has care of the 
arrangements. For online condolences please visit 
www.carmonfuneralhome.com 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Vigue, Joseph P. 


Joseph P. Vigue, 67. of 
Burlington, passed away sur- 
rounded by his family on 
Sunday March 20, 2022. He 
was the husband of Sandra 
(Drawec) Vigue, with whom he 
Shared 44 years of love, laugh- 
ter and life adventures. 
Born on October 28, 1954, 
Joseph was one of six chil- 
dren to the late Joseph and 
Rose (Serge) Vigue. Raised 
and educated in Burlington, he attended Lewis Mills 
High School, and at the age of 18 began his career at 
General Electric, from where he retired after 37 years 
of dedicated employment in 2008. A master carpenter 
and talented builder, Joe was the go-to guy for renovat- 
ing and repairing literally anything. He proudly rebuilt 
his childhood home that his father built for the future 
generations of his family to enjoy, and has left his mark 
in the homes and in the hearts of so many. A lover of 
camping, he was a well- Known and much loved legend 
at Strawberry Park where he spent most of his free 
time enjoying the many outdoor activities of camp life, 
including horseshoes, fishing, disc golf, card games, 
corn hole and fireside beers. Full of life and the life of 
the party, he was the first on the dance floor and the 
last one to leave and was Known to “share” his love for 
music by playing it loud and often. Above all, Grampa 
Joe was a proud Papa, who shared a special bond with 
his grandchildren, relishing in every moment that he 
Shared with them. He will be missed beyond words, 
leaving a legacy of love and many cherished memories. 
In addition to his wife Sandy, he leaves his children, 
Michael and his wife Sophia of Harwinton and Holly 
Blanchette and her husband Ryan of Burlington; his two 
adored grandchildren Connor and Keira; his brothers 
Robert (Jill) Vigue and John (Jackie) Vigue; his sisters, 
Carol Svetz, Elaine Picard, and Deborah (Jim) Singleton; 
many nieces, nephews and extended family. 
In lieu of flowers, Joe may be remembered with con- 
tributions to the Hospice of Bristol Hospital, 32 Valley 
St. Suite D, Bristol CT 06010; in appreciation for their 
kindness and compassion. 
Family and friends may gather in celebration of 
Joe's life on Friday, March 25, 2022, from 5-7 p.m. at 
Plainville Funeral Home, 81 Broad St, Plainville. Words 
of remembrance will be shared at 7:00 p.m. For online 
expressions of sympathy, please visit Joe’s tribute 
page at www.PlainvillleFuneralHome.com 


PLAINVILLE 


Please sign guestbook at courant. com/obituaries 


Woble, Thomas P. 


Thomas P. Woble, 87, lifelong resident of 

Windsor and beloved husband of Shirley 

(Petraitis) Woble died peacefully on Friday, 

March 18, 2022, at Windsor Rehabilitation & 
Healthcare. Thomas was born in Hartford, CT on May 1, 
1934, son to the late John and Margaret (Jeveroutsky) 
Woble. Tom served our country during the Korean War 
with the U.S. Marine Corps. A carpenter by trade, Tom 
worked for the Sasportis family early in his career, be- 
fore going out on his own as Tom Woble Remodeling. 
He was an avid fisherman and enjoyed boating down 
the CT River to Long Island Sound. Along with his wife 
of over 64 years, Shirley of Windsor, he leaves his sons, 
TJ Woble of Rockville, Doug Woble, and his wife Heather 
of Colchester; his sister, Sharon Covini of FL; his 
brother, Richard Woble of NC; and his grandchildren, 
Joseph Woble, Patrick Woble, and Sean Woble all of 
Colchester. He was predeceased by his son, David C. 
Woble; he was one of 12 children, and predeceased by 
9 siblings, Ella, Helen, Barbara, John, Michael, Edward, 


Walter, James, and John Benjamin. In lieu of flowers, 
donations to Windsor Volunteer Ambulance, PO Box 
508 Windsor, CT 06095, would be appreciated. His fam- 
ily will receive friends on Wednesday, March 23, 2022, 


from 10-11 a.m., at the Samsel & Carmon Funeral 
Home, 419 Buckland Rd., South Windsor. A funeral ser- 
vice will follow in the funeral home beginning at 11 
a.m. Burial with Military Honors will follow at Wapping 
Cemetery in South Windsor. For online condolences 
please visit www.carmonfuneralhome.com 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 
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In Loving Memory Of 
ROBERT C. ‘BOB’ LESTER, JR. 


Happy Spring! Your 63rd birthday yesterday was a perfect 
day for a ride. We celebrate your life and laughter. We re- 
member you every day. Nisa, Mom and Dad, Cathy, Terry, 
Ann, John, Mark, a caring extended family, and lifelong 
friends. 


In Loving Memory Of 
ARMANDO MOLINARO 


10-29-1936/3-22-2021 
A year ago today God called you but you didn't go alone, 
part of us went with you. We miss you and love you always. 
Your loving family 


In Loving Memory Of 
CHRISTOPHER S. SPEER, MD 


06/23/1927-03/21/2005 
Gone from our sight, but never our memories~ 
Gone from our touch, but never our hearts~ 
Remembering you with love~ 


In Loving Memory Of 
CHRISTOPHER ZAPOR 


03/21/1982-10/25/2015 
Happy Birthday Chris 
Today we celebrate your life. 
We love you, miss you and think of you every day. 
Love Mom, Dad and Stephanie 
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Strengthening support for domestic violence victims 


By Eliza Fawcett 
Hartford Courant 


With a spotlight on the endur- 
ing issue of domestic and family 
violence in Connecticut, advocates 
and lawmakers Monday consid- 
ered bills that would enhance 
support for victims of violence 
and crack down on harmful inter- 
actions with children during a 
public hearing of the Judiciary 
Committee. 

One measure, Senate Bill No. 5, 
would appropriate $1.44 million 
in the 2023 fiscal year to fund 18 
domestic violence child and family 


advocates at agencies statewide, 
as well as combat online abuse by 
requiring dating apps to verify the 
identity of each user, criminalize 
“child grooming,’ and enhance 
workplace protections for victims 
of domestic violence. 

Testifying in support of the bill, 
Senate President Pro Tempore Sen. 
Martin Looney, D-New Haven, 
said that children and adults flee- 
ing family violence face limited 
options as they seek help. 

“Too often, the adult victims of 
domestic violence are forced to 
miss work to address the physi- 
cal and mental health demands, 


divorce implications, tempo- 
rary homelessness, financial fall- 
out and these already suffering 
people should not lose their jobs 
as asecond injustice,” Looney said, 
noting the bill’s intent to impel 
employees to provide accommo- 
dations for the victims of domestic 
violence. 

An investigative series published 
last year by Hearst Connecticut 
Media Group drew attention to 
the nearly 300 people who have 
died of intimate partner violence 
in Connecticut over the past 
two decades and noted gaps in 
the state’s system of addressing 


domestic violence, including “stag- 
nant funding” for organizations 
that support victims of domestic 
violence. 

Liza Andrews, the director of 
public policy and communica- 
tions for the Connecticut Coali- 
tion Against Domestic Violence, 
a membership organization of 
the state’s 18 domestic violence 
service organizations, praised the 
increased funding that Senate Bill 
No. 5 would provide. Andrews 
noted that the organizations assist 
more than 4,000 children annu- 
ally, but that current funding levels 
mean that “our advocates simply 





A utility crew works to restore power outside Gampel Pavilion on Monday morning after UConn announced a “significant power outage.” The outage 
canceled classes for the day, but Monday night’s NCAA women’s basketball game against Central Florida was not expected to be affected, according to 
university sookeswoman Stephanie Reitz. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 


Electrical short sparked outage, 
forcing UConn to cancel classes 


NCAA Tournament 
game not affected 


By Christine Dempsey 
Hartford Courant 


Classes at UConn’s main 
campus were canceled Monday 
because of an electrical short in 
an underground high-voltage 
power line, which triggered what 
the university called “a significant 
power outage.” 

The cancellation only affected 
the Storrs campus; classes at the 
regional campuses proceeded as 
planned. Nonessential employees 
in Storrs were told to finish their 
workdays remotely, university 
spokeswoman Stephanie Reitz 
said. 

Gampel Pavilion never lost 


power, and Monday night’s NCAA 
women’s basketball game was not 
affected, Reitz said. 

“This is a pretty major circuit, 
it feeds much of campus. Luckily, 
it doesn’t feed Gampel,” she said. 
“There was a short in the line and 
that caused the circuit to fail.” 

If Gampel was on the circuit, 
crews would switch it to a differ- 
ent one, as they did with the many 
buildings that lost power. 

The repair work is more 
complex than it is in most outages, 
Reitz said. “Because they’re 
high-voltage lines, the work- 
ers have to work carefully and 
methodically,” she said. 

Academic buildings, residence 
halls, and offices that lacked elec- 
tricity were transitioned through- 
out the day from the affected 
electrical circuit to a different one, 
Reitz said. All buildings had been 


switched over and had power by 
4 p.m., Reitz said. 

“Repairs are continuing to the 
damaged electrical infrastruc- 
ture that interrupted service 
on that circuit, but the work is 
taking place largely underground 
and won’t affect traffic or other 
UConn operations,” she said 
Monday afternoon. 

At first, officials thought the 
work would be finished sooner: 
They initially announced that 
only morning classes would be 
canceled. 

Much of the repair work 
Monday morning was going right 
outside Gampel Pavilion, where 
the second-round game against 
the UCF Knights was scheduled 
to start at 9 p.m. 

UConn generates its own power. 
Billed as a “state-of-the-art” facil- 
ity, a co-generation plant began 


Checks are being stolen 


from mail 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


Thieves using line attached to 
rodent glue traps have snagged 
checks from U.S. mail collec- 
tion boxes in several Connecticut 
towns, a lucrative catch used to 
drain victims’ bank accounts. 

Avon police posted signs at drop 
boxes earlier this month warning 
people to avoid mailing cash and 
checks and to mail items inside 
the post office rather than using 
outdoor boxes. 

“Mailbox fishing” has been 
reported throughout the nation. 
Crews using rodent traps and other 
sticky devices attached to lines haul 
in envelopes, then pluck the checks 
and discard the rest. Using ink-re- 
moving chemicals, they “wash” 
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Avon police placed these signs around town to alert the public about mail 
theft. Crews have been stealing checks from mail drop boxes in Avon and 


other towns. 


operating 16 years ago on March 
15, 2006, according to the school’s 
website. Co-generation means it 
produces both electrical and ther- 
mal energy from a single source. 

“This allows over 80% of the 
fuel energy to be harnessed, versus 
33% from a conventional electric 
power plant,’ the website says. It 
also produces “fewer emissions 
than comparable commercial grid 
generation.” 

“Husky Power actively contrib- 
utes to reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions and has reduced 30,000 
metric tons CO2 equivalent each 
year of operation since 2007,” it 
says. 

It’s also cheaper, officials said in 
a YouTube video about the history 
of the plant. 


Christine Dempsey may be reached 
at cdempsey@courant.com. 


do not have enough time to address 
the complex needs of these kids.” 
Testimony on the bill was not 
unanimously positive, however. 
Amber Vlangas, the executive 
director of the Restorative Action 
Alliance, emphasized that while 
her organization supports “the 
spirit” of the legislative proposal, 
it was opposed to a provision that 
would criminalize child grooming. 
“We don’t feel that expanding 
the criminal code is a good strat- 
egy and this is what gave rise to 
mass incarceration, and we favor 


Turn to Support, Page 2 


Bloomfield 
center may 
get 150 more 
apartments 


By Don Stacom 
Hartford Courant 


The developer of Heirloom 
Flats is preparing to build 150 
additional apartments along 
Jerome Avenue in the center of 
Bloomfield. 

Paul Butler, head of 25 Jerome 
Avenue LLC, plans to construct 
the second phase of the massive 
residential development directly 
across Jerome Avenue from the 
first one. 

Butler’s company first won 
approval in 2014 for a series of 
apartment buildings with about 
400 total units near town hall. 

Butler and some town officials 
at the time described the overall 
project as being transformative. 
Built in phases, it would gradually 
bring hundreds of new residents 
into the town center, beefing up 
demand for restaurants and local 
retailers. 

Even though many details 
have changed over the years, the 
company and town officials still 
see Heirloom Flats as strength- 
ening the center. 

“The housing boom is excit- 
ing because the growth is great 
for Bloomfield,’ Mayor Danielle 
Wong said Monday. “It’s import- 
ant for us to grow our tax base 
responsibly and as part of abroad 
vision of building Bloomfield.” 

The company has already 
received its chief zoning 
approval for the 150-unit proj- 
ect, but is asking the planning 
and zoning commission for a site 
plan approval as well as a special 
permit to build a retaining wall. 
The request goes to a hearing 
Thursday evening. 

Butler’s company opened the 
first phase of Heirloom Flats in 
2017 with 215 apartments along 
the west side of Jerome Avenue 
just below Park Avenue. The 
buildings are four and five stories 
high, and replaced about a dozen 
older single-family houses that 
were vacant. 

Butler now wants to construct 
the second stage on the east side 
of Jerome in the same area. 25 
Jerome Avenue LLC intends to 
demolish five small, old houses 
and build on the acreage. 

The first phase of Heirloom 
Flats includes a heated outdoor 
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Police: 62-year-old 
woman dies days after 
shooting in Hartford 


By Taylor Hartz 
Hartford Courant 


A Hartford woman who was 
found shot inside her home last 
week has died from her injuries, 
according to police. 

Cynthia Reynolds, 62, died at 
Hartford Hospital on Monday 
afternoon, five days after she 
suffered a single gunshot wound, 
according to the Hartford Police 
Department. 

Police responded about 1:05 
p.m. Wednesday to reports of a 
person shot at 115 Irving Street, a 
red three-family home owned by 
Reynolds since 2018, according to 
city property records. 

When officers arrived at the 
home, Reynolds was alert and 
conscious, police said. Her inju- 


ries were not believed to be 
life-threatening and she was 
taken by ambulance to Hartford 
Hospital where her condition 
was stabilized, according to Lt. 
Aaron Boisvert with the Hart- 
ford police. 

She was pronounced dead at 
the hospital at 1:42 p.m. Monday, 
Boisvert said. 

A medical examiner had not 
yet ruled on the cause or manner 
of her death, according to the 
Connecticut Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner. 

Police said they do not believe 
Reynolds was the intended target 
of the shooting and their investi- 
gation is ongoing. Anyone with 
information is asked to contact 
the Hartford Police Department 
tip line at 860-722-8477. 
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John Adkins, of Get Green Remodeling, installs a blower door to measure air leaks during a home energy audit. Gov. 
Ned Lamont is sponsoring a bill that would require all rental properties to come with an energy label. 


EDUARDO CONTRERAS / FILE 


How much will it cost 
to heat this apartment? 


Proposed bill would 
require rental properties 
to include an energy label 


By Daniela Altimari 
Hartford Courant 


Refrigerators and washing 
machines are sold with bright 
yellow stickers that detail how 
much energy the appliance uses. 
Cars come with mileage esti- 
mates. 

But prospective renters have no 
idea how much they will spend to 
heat and cool their homes. 

Advocates, including Gov. Ned 
Lamont, are pushing for legisla- 
tion to change that, supporting a 
bill that would require residential 
rental properties to carry a label 
that provides a snapshot of the 
unit’s energy efficiency. 

“This bill puts more control 
over energy use into the hands 
of consumers,” Katie S. Dykes, 
commissioner of the state Depart- 
ment of Energy and Environmen- 
tal Protection, said in written 
testimony to the legislature’s 
housing committee. 

“It requires property owners 
to provide information about a 
home’s energy consumption to 
potential renters through a home 
energy label,” she said. 

Such labels, Dykes said, “act 


Support 


from Page 1 


a public health approach,” Vlan- 
gas said. 

Another bill under consider- 
ation, House Bill No. 5468, would 
criminalize harmful communi- 
cation with a minor, including by 
sharing sexual images of the minor 
or by forming or maintaining an 
“inappropriate relationship” with 
a minor. 

State Rep. Mary Welander, 
D-Orange, testified in favor of the 
bill, noting that online exploitation 
and abuse of children has become 
“more prevalent and subversive.” 

“It is no longer just the stereo- 
type of the stranger in the van 
that we have to worry about — it 
is the stranger across the state or 
the country who sends your child 


Crooks 


from Page 1 


the checks, altering names and 
amounts, authorities say. 

West Hartford Capt. Eric Roche- 
leau said police have received 
several complaints from residents 
who reported stolen and altered 
checks. Detectives were investigat- 
ing one case in which thieves used 
custom-made tools to remove mail 
from a postal drop box, Rocheleau 
said. 

A longtime Farmington Valley 
resident who wished to remain 
anonymous said Monday that his 
elderly parents’ bank account was 
nearly wiped out recently after 
thieves stole two checks from a 
drive-up collection box off Route 
44 in Avon. The crooks altered the 
amount on one check from $110 to 
$8,000 and cashed it, the man said. 


like a ‘miles-per-gallon’ rating for 
a home, giving renters the power 
to choose to live ina more efficient 
home.” 

Rental property owners who 
fail to comply could be fined $500, 
a provision that prompted an asso- 
ciation representing Connecticut 
landlords to call the proposal “a 
new burden.” 

Several other states, including 
Alaska, Hawaii, Kansas, Maine, 
New York and South Dakota, have 
passed similar laws. Chicago has 
required energy labels detailing 
the unit’s yearly energy consump- 
tion since 1987. 

The Connecticut measure, 
House Bill 5041, was endorsed by 
the Housing Committee last week. 
The House of Representatives and 
the Senate have yet to consider the 
proposal. 

It won the support of a wide 
range of environmental and hous- 
ing advocates, who say it could 
help drive down Connecticut’s 
highest-in-the-nation energy 
costs and provide transparency 
for consumers. 

Emily Basham said it cost her 
$1,700 to heat her New Haven 
apartment last year. 

“Requiring energy labeling in 
rental units through HB 5041 would 
prevent families from being blind- 
sided by unaffordable energy costs,” 
she said. 


a message when they are sitting 
right next to you,” Welander said. 

Discussion of another measure, 
House Bill No. 5467, centered on 
concerns raised by a number of 
advocates about a provision of the 
bill that would give “equal access” 
to written reports of violence 
provided by a family violence 
intervention unit. 

Katherine Verano, the chief 
executive officer of Safe Futures, 
a New London-based organiza- 
tion serving victims of domestic 
violence, raised questions about 
the bill’s stipulation that a local 
family violence intervention unit 
“provide a copy of any written 
report that has been prepared for 
presentation to the court at any 
stage of a criminal proceeding, 
to the prosecuting authority, the 
defendant and the defendant’s 
counsel.” 


The criminals then Photo- 
shopped the checks and created 
blank checks with the same 
account number and victim’s name 
— “so it essentially looked exactly 
like a blank check that you would 
have in your checkbook,’ the man 
said. 

“Then they started writing 
checks, and they forged my signa- 
ture that was based on the signa- 
ture of the two checks that they 
stole,” he said. 

The man said he learned 
Monday that the money was 
insured and will be replaced. 

The U.S. Postal Inspection 
Service is investigating the thefts, 
agency spokeswoman Emily Spera 
said. 

“Every day, the U.S. Postal 
Service safely and efficiently 
delivers millions of checks, money 
orders, credit cards, and merchan- 
dise,” Spera said. “Unfortunately, 


Charles J. Rothenberger, a 
climate and energy attorney with 
Save the Sound, said it would 
encourage landlords to invest in 
making their properties more 
energy efficient in order to stay 
competitive in the rental market. 

“Connecticut has a significant 
amount of older housing stock that 
falls well below modern standards 
for energy efficiency, resulting in 
homes that are more expensive 
than necessary to heat in the winter 
and cool in the summer,” Rothen- 
berger told lawmakers in written 
testimony. Improving a home’s 
energy efficiency can often be done 
for relatively little cost “and that 
these improvements more than pay 
for themselves in terms of energy 
savings.” 

The Connecticut Coalition of 
Property Owners opposes the legis- 
lation. 

“Prospective tenants will get an 
accurate idea of the expense at an 
apartment or home before they 
move in,” said John Souza, the 
group’s president. “Also, neighbors 
can see how their usage compares 
to the neighborhood etc. I’m not 
sure how anenergy label with 1to5 
stars would translate into the actual 
expense/costs for the person look- 
ing to buy or rent.” 


Daniela Altimari can be reached at 
daltimari@courant.com. 


Under the proposal, material 
shared between the advocate, 
victim and family relations coun- 
selor could be disclosed, Verano 
said, emphasizing that she was 
concerned about maintaining priv- 
ileged communication between a 
victim and advocate. 

“Disclosing victim information 
to the defendant and the defen- 
dant’s counsel would substantially 
increase a victim’s risk of further 
violence immediately following an 
arraignment,” she warned. 

State Sen. Mae Flexer, D-Kill- 
ingly, vice chair of the committee, 
emphasized that it was “important 
for members of the committee to 
understand the chilling effect” that 
the proposal could have on victims. 

Karen Foley O’Connor, the 
executive director and CEO of 
The Network Against Domestic 
Abuse in Enfield and a former state 


such items are also attractive to 
thieves. That’s why Postal Inspec- 
tors across the country are at work 
to protect our customers’ mail.” 

Avon police are working with 
federal authorities investigating 
a steady stream of such thefts, 
which started last summer, police 
spokesman Lt. John Schmalberger 
said. Postal officials have retrofit- 
ted the larger drop box outside the 
main post office to prevent fishing, 
but the smaller box, which reads 
“Express,” has not been changed, 
Schmalberger said. 

Schmalberger said the 
check-stealing crews drive along 
major thoroughfares like Route 
44 and do their work quickly. On 
March 15, police in Scarsdale, New 
York, found stolen mail and sticky 
rat traps inside a crashed and aban- 
doned car, according to the Scars- 
dale Inquirer newspaper. 

In Philadelphia, check thieves 


East Hartford cops ID 
victim in fatal shooting 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


East Hartford police on 
Monday identified a fatal shoot- 
ing victim as a Hartford man. 

Officers responding to a shots- 
fired called early on March 12 
found Michael Manson, 36, 
unresponsive inside a vehicle on 
Chapel Street near Main Street, 
police said. 

Officers performed cardiopul- 
monary resuscitation on Manson, 


who died later at an area hospi- 
tal. A second victim at the scene, 
Lasondra Gainey, 31, of Bristol, 
was treated for a gunshot wound 
to her arm, police said. 

Anyone with Information is 
asked to call Det. Patrick Sulli- 
van at 860-291-7611, or the depart- 
ment’s anonymous tip line at 
860-289-9134. 


Jesse Leavenworth can be 
reached at jleavenworth 
(@courant.com 


Woman, 37, found 
dead outside Meriden 


condominium complex 


Police say they have 
a suspect in mind 


By Christine Dempsey 
Hartford Courant 


A woman was found dead in 
a Meriden apartment complex 
driveway Sunday night after 
residents reported hearing 
gunfire, police said. 

Investigators are calling the 
woman’s death a homicide. They 
said they have a suspect. 

“We have a suspect and it’s a 
very active case at this moment,” 
Lt Darrin McKay said at 9:15 
a.m. “I can say nothing else at 
this time.” 

Officers responded to 
numerous calls about possi- 


ble shots being fired outside 
Atrium Condominium Associ- 
ation Inc., 1274 East Main St., 
shortly before 9:30 p.m. They 
found a woman lying in the 
driveway at the complex 
entrance, police said. The 
woman, who was determined to 
be 37 years old, was pronounced 
dead. 

A preliminary investigation 
confirmed that shots were fired 
in the area, but police did not say 
whether the woman had been 
shot. 

Police said it is too early to 
know the circumstances of her 
death. 


Christine Dempsey may be 
reached at cdempsey@courant. 
com. 


SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT 


A story on Page 1 on Sunday incorrectly reported that nearly half of 
Connecticut’s population paid about 26% of their incomes in income 
taxes. The share of income they pay is in all taxes, including property, 


sales and other taxes. 


Bloomfield 


from Page 1 


pool, grilling areas under a large 
gazebo, landscaped courtyard, 
exercise room, yoga room, and 
more. 

Developers in 2014 cited 
Bloomfield’s restaurants and 
shopping as part of what would 
draw young tenants, primarily 


young singles and empty-nest- 
ers. 
Heirloom Flats’ proponents 


say that having hundreds of new 
residents in the center of town 


will help restaurants and retail- 


ers. Skeptics have argued that 
the size of the buildings is out of 


trooper, emphasized that making 
a victim’s statements available to 
a defendant could be dangerous — 
or even fatal. 

“Tt’s really about not arming the 
defendant with more information 
to get them more angry and possi- 
bly retaliate the moment that we’re 
released,” O’Connor said. 

State Sen. John Kissel, R-En- 
field, noted that “People will be 
very hesitant to be completely... 
revealing in this process if they feel 
that any of this information could 
end up endangering them down 
the road.” 

Jenn Lawlor, co-founder of 
Violent Crime Survivors, testi- 
fied in favor of another measure, 
House Bill No. 5470, which would 
ensure that the victim ofa crime has 
participatory rights in any hearing 
concerning a violation of probation 
or conditional discharge involving 


have used keys to open collec- 
tion boxes and haul away the 
entire contents, the Philadelphia 
Inquirer newspaper reported. 
Criminals steal the keys from mail 
carriers or pay the carriers thou- 
sands of dollars for the so-called 
“arrow keys.” A 2020 report by 
the U.S. Postal Service Inspector 
General found lax oversight of the 
keys. 

“The Postal Service’s manage- 
ment controls over arrow keys 
were ineffective,’ the report said. 
“Specifically, the number of arrow 
keys in circulation is unknown, and 
local units did not adequately report 
lost, stolen, or broken keys or main- 
tain key inventories. Further, the 
Postal Service did not restrict the 
number of replacement arrow keys 
that could be ordered. Ineffective 
controls over arrow keys increases 
the risk that these items will be lost 
or stolen and not detected.” 


scale, and is visually disruptive to 
a small, traditional New England 
village center. 

Wong and others advocate 
multifamily housing as a way to 
bring more vitality to the side- 
walks. Some are hoping it will 
help revive the nearby Winton- 
bury Mall. 

“We cannot leave behind 
our seniors, young profession- 
als and young families,” Wong 
said Monday. “As a mayor who 
supports smart growth, I envi- 
sion a vibrant town center where 
residents can live, spend their 
disposable income and help grow 
our local economy. This means 
we must redevelop key retail 
spaces, continue fighting blight 


the defendant. Lawlor said that she 
supported “any and all opportuni- 
ties” to better incorporate victims 
and their families in the legal 
process. 

“I can speak with certainty 
that the very few rights victims 
and co-victims are given caused 
tremendous emotional and psycho- 
logical duress,” said Lawlor, whose 
25-year-old daughter Emily Todd 
was killed in Bridgeport in 2018 
(Her ex-boyfriend is charged with 
murder and is awaiting trial). 
“The gap between the rights of the 
accused and the rights of the victims 
and their families create immediate 
as well as both lasting and perma- 
nent effects, making healing from 
the crimes committed against them 
indescribably harder.” 


Eliza Fawcett can be reached at 
elfawcett@courant.com. 


Spera offered tips to prevent mail 
theft: 

@ Hand outgoing mail to your letter 
carrier, or mail it inside at the post 
office or at a secure receptacle at 
your place of business. 

M@ Never send cash or coins in the 
mail. Use checks or money orders. 
Ask your bank for “secure” checks 
that are more difficult to alter. 

MIf you see any suspicious 
substance, such as glue or other 
sticky product on a mailbox or mail 
receptacle, notify postal inspectors. 
Submit complaints at uspis.gov, or 
by calling 877-876-2455. By analyz- 
ing information from the complaint, 
inspectors can determine if the inci- 
dent is part of a larger mail theft 
problem in the neighborhood and 
customers’ input may help inspec- 
tors catch the thieves. 


Jesse Leavenworth can be reached 
at jleavenworth@courant.com 
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Darilyn Castillo and a faceless crew member (as seen in an early version of the show) in Eliana Pipes’“Dream 
Hou$e” at the Long Wharf Theatre through April 3. LONG WHARF THEATRE 


REVIEW 


‘Dream Hou$e’ a harrowing look 
at owning and leaving a home 


By Christopher Arnott 
Hartford Courant 


Eliana Pipes’ unpredictable new 
play “Dream Hou$e” lives up to 
both the words in its title, as well 
as that presumptuous dollar sign. 

The darkly comic drama, writ- 
ten for three actors and a fake 
TV crew, is at the Long Wharf 
Theatre through April 3. 

“Dream Hou$e” can be accu- 
rately described several differ- 
ent ways: “Two sisters have 
mixed emotions about selling 
their family home.” “Reality TV 
intrudes on personal conflicts.” 
“A life-changing opportunity is 
compromised by the cultural and 
emotional baggage it brings up.” 
But none of these can prepare you 
for this purposefully uncentered, 
unsettled social satire, which 
explores the meaning of every- 
thing from genealogy to gentrifi- 
cation, from virtue to video. 

This is not some traditional 
sentimental claptrap about a 
family saying goodbye to the old 
homestead. It’s an excitingly odd 
meditation on family, memory, 
loss and the promise of wealth. 

It’s fascinating what Pipes does 
with the money aspect. Julia and 
Patricia, sisters who haven’t seen 
each other in a while, reconnect so 
they can sell the house they grew 
up in (and where Patricia had until 
recently been caring for their late 
mother). It’s a distinctive and still 
impressive building that has been 
in the family for many genera- 
tions. They entrust the sale toa 
reality program called “Flip It and 
List It” which is likely to goose the 
asking price and ignite a bidding 
war just by showing it on TV. The 
host of the show is an impossibly 
effervescent woman in a bright 
pink pantsuit named Tessa, who 
dominates the home sale process 
in amanner that seems both 
demanding and demonic. 

So dollar signs are in the sisters’ 
eyes but the theme here is not 
greed but value. How do we 
monetize memories, or hopes and 
dreams? This isn’t a play about 
accumulating things. It’s about 


appreciating them, which is a 
much better subject. 

Just as you may start to pick 
apart details in “Dream Hou$e” — 
like how could the sisters know so 
little about a TV show at least one 
of them watches faithfully, or how 
could they be so unprepared for so 
many obvious and commonsense 
parts of the house-selling process, 
or how can one character claim 
to hand another $50 when they 
have only two bills in their hand? 
— details don’t matter anymore 
because we enter a bizarre neth- 
erworld of scary threats from 
the bubbly Tessa, hallucinatory 
visions for Patricia and Julia, and 
some very smart stage effects that 
render disturbing real-life house 
problems as cartoonishly weird. 

Laurie Woolery, who has 
helmed the premieres of several 
new plays at another New Haven 
theater, the Yale Rep, in New 
Haven, has a knack for packing 
action and needed distraction 
into scenes that might otherwise 
be tiringly verbose. Woolery uses 
grand strokes like bursts of light 
(or darkness) and eye-popping 
transformations to drive home the 
mad fluctuations of Pipes’ script. 
The playwright, for her part, 
knows how to jump from quiet 
dialogues to raucous confronta- 
tions, or from reality to surreal- 
ity, ina way that seems fluid and 
natural. 

The production premiered at 
the Alliance Theatre in Georgia 
and will soon move on to Balti- 
more Center Stage in Maryland. 
Darilyn Castillo and Marianna 
McClennan originated their 
respective roles of the younger, 
pregnant sister Julia and the hyper 
TV host Tessa respectively. Renata 
Eastlick as Patricia is new to the 
cast, and the four-piece ensemble 
playing Tessa’s silent yet physi- 
cally energetic camera crew were 
cast locally. The crew, clad in 
black with masked faces, provide 
both comic relief and a sense of 
menace. Castillo and Eastlick 
are credibly squabbling siblings 
who can each handle the show’s 
tricky leaps into the unknown. 


McClellan takes what could bea 
one-dimensional TV personality 
caricature and gives it the akilter 
creepiness it deserves. 

“Dream Hou$e” keeps you 
guessing, not just about the easy 
plot points of how much the 
house might sell for or where the 
sisters might move to, but about 
how far gone they might get and 
whether they’ll even survive this 
emotional ordeal. Sartre or Ione- 
sco could have concocted some of 
these scenes, and it’s wonderful 
to see Absurdism alive and well 
on modern stages. This is the kind 
of play to see because you can’t 
imagine it without seeing it, and 
because it really does lay out the 
most difficult and confounding 
problems of letting go of cherished 
belongings and memories. 

Speaking of which, the count- 
down to the end of the Long 
Wharf at Long Wharf has begun. 
The theater company announced 
last month that at the end of this 
season it will be vacating the 222 
Sargent Drive space it has occu- 
pied for its entire nearly 60-year 
existence. After “Dream Hou$e” 
there is just Aneesha Kudtark- 
ar’s “Queen” in May/June before 
the Long Wharf begins a new and 
still largely undefined phase of 
transient “community-driven” 
productions. The alarmingly 
sparse audience on Friday night 
(around 75 people in an audito- 
rium meant to hold five times that 
amount) suggests that folks aren’t 
exactly rushing out to bid farewell 
to the old stage. Go see “Dream 
Hou$e” and use the opportunity 
to say goodbye to a landmark. 


“Dream Hou$e” by Eliana Pipes, 
directed by Laurie Woolery, runs 
today through April 3 at the Long 
Wharf Theatre, 222 Sargent Drive, 
New Haven. Performances are 
Tuesday at 7 p.m., Wednesday at 2 
and 7 p.m., Thursday and Friday at 
7 p.m. Saturday at 2 and 8 p.m. and 
Sunday at 2 p.m. Tickets are $59. 


longwharforg. 


Christopher Arnott can be reached 
at carnott@courant.com. 


Alex Segura to talk about his latest novel, 
‘Secret Identity; in Twain House event 


By Christopher Arnott 
Hartford Courant 


Noted author Alex Segura has 
taken a murder mystery and added 
elements of film noir, graphic novels 
and the women’s liberation move- 
ment for his newest book, “Secret 
Identity,’ a crime novel set in the 
comic world of the 1970s. 

“My favorite kind of crime stories 
take you somewhere else — a differ- 
ent time, another world,” Segura told 
the Courant earlier this month. The 
comics industry is prime for that.” 

Segura, the writer of the Miami- 
based Pete Fernandez mystery 
series, some landmark Archie 
Comics titles, the graphic novel “The 
Black Ghost: Hard Revolution” and a 
“Star Wars” novel, discusses “Secret 
Identity” (Flatiron Books, 2022) ina 
virtual program hosted by the Mark 
Twain House & Museum on March 
29 at 6 p.m. The talk is free; registra- 
tion is required. 

He'll be in conversation with 
Silvia Moreno-Garcia, another 
novelist who has used comics, noir 
and the 1970s as inspirations for her 
work — in her case, for the horror/ 
fantasy novel “Velvet Was the Night.” 

When the Twain House reached 
out to Segura for the virtual event, he 
suggested involving Moreno-Garcia. 
Besides bringing similar styles and 
subject matter into their books, the 
authors share Florida upbringings 
and both live in New York City. 

Segura chose to make the protag- 


onist of “Secret Identity” a woman, 
an aspiring writer and under-ap- 


preciated editorial assistant named 


Carmen Valdez, and set the mystery 
in a time when very few women 


were involved in the comic-book 


industry. Carmen’s problems involve 


much more than the mysterious 
murder of a colleague. Her encoun- 
ters with sexist and domineering 
male editors and writers frames 
the dark spirit of the book, which is 
lifted somewhat when she creates an 


empowered female superhero. 
“It was important to have Carmen 


be front and center,” Segura says. “I 
talked to alot of women who werein 


comics at the time. It was very differ- 
ent then than it is now. Comics was 


this tiny isolated industry, very insu- 


lar. Nobody was respected for doing 
comics; it was a means to an end 


until you could do something else. 


The women who left it then never 
made it back into it later. That really 
resonated with me and led to how I 
ended this book.” 

Segura has previously proven 
how adept he is at blending differ- 
ent pop culture genres or icons. He’s 
also the author of the instant classic 
“The Archies Meet the Ramones,” 
in which the fictitious band of River- 
dale high schoolers and the punk 
progenitors from Queens bond over 
a shared love of bubblegum pop. 
He also had The Archies meet The 
Monkees, Kiss, The B-52s and others 
as well as taking part in the Occupy 
movement. 


“Secret Identity” not only takes 


place in the comics industry, the story 
illustrates Carmen’s struggles with 


nearly 20 pages of “The Legend- 
ary Lynx,’ the superhero comic she 


ghostwrites in the book. Her role in 


the development of the character, 
and how credit is denied her, fuels 
much ofthe mystery in “Secret Iden- 


tity.’ The comics pages are drawn by 
Sandy Jarrell and lettered by Taylor 


Esposito. 
“T knew I wanted comic book 


sequences” Segura says. “I wanted it 


to feel like part of the story. So I found 
a character I created years before. 
Then Ihad to craft astory for her, and 


supporting characters, and make it 


seem as ifit was a continuing series.” 


To that end, he found he basically 


had to work out two endings for the 
book. 


“The plot resolved itself, but 
people always wanted to know what 


happened to the Lynx.” 


He hasn’t counted out continuing 


either Carmen’s story or The Lynx’s: 
“There’s room to tell more stories.” 

For now, he’s written a full, 
multi-media mystery/historical 
novel/comic book he calls “a love 
letter to comics and noir” 


For more information, and to regis- 
ter for the Mark Twain House and 
Museurm’s live discussion with Alex 
Segura, go to marktwainhouse.org: 


Christopher Arnott can be reached 
at carnott@courant.com. 


Hartford Courant | Section 2 | Tuesday, March 22,2022 3 


City paid now-indicted 
contractor $85,400 
to pick up leaf bags 


By Andrew Brown 
CT Mirror 


A man charged with stealing 
more than $431,000 from the city of 
West Haven through fraudulent 
invoices also received more 
than $85,000 for picking up leaf 
bags for the city last August and 
September. 


John Trasacco, a Branford resi- 
dent, was paid $85,400 for “leaf/ 
debris removal and dumping” 
from Aug. 3 through mid-Sep- 
tember through a company called 
KAT Environmental Services, 
newly released financial docu- 
ments show. 

The payments issued to 
KAT Environmental were not 
mentioned in the federal indict- 
ment against Trasacco, which 
was unsealed on Feb. 18. 

But the transactions were 
authorized in the same manner 
as the money that went to the 
two other businesses Trasacco 
founded and controlled, The 
L&H Company and JIL Sanita- 
tion: 

KAT Environmental was 
formed in July of last year, just 
before it contracted with West 
Haven’s public works depart- 
ment, and the pair of invoices 
the company submitted were 
approved by Michael DiMassa, 
who previously served as a state 
Democratic lawmaker and an 
assistant to the West Haven City 
Council. 

DiMassa is at the center of 
an ongoing criminal investiga- 
tion, which has revealed serious 
financial and oversight problems 
within the city. DiMassa was 
arrested in October and charged 
with fraud. 

Several city officials said they 
had never heard of KAT Environ- 
mental, and Mayor Nancy Rossi 
said the contracts the company 
received were never put out to 
bid to allow other businesses to 
compete for the work. 

Meanwhile, members of the 
state board overseeing West 
Haven’s finances are now ques- 
tioning whether the state needs to 
take a more aggressive approach 
to managing the municipality’s 
money. 

Federal prosecutors accused 
DiMassa last month of conspir- 
ing with several people, including 
Trasacco, to submit fraudulent 
invoices to West Haven’s finance 
department in order to cashin on 
federal pandemic relief funds and 
other taxpayer money. 

Trasacco and DiMassa did not 
respond to phone calls and emails 
for this story. Neither did their 
defense attorneys. 

Tom McCarthy, West Haven’s 
public works director, did not 
respond to several questions from 
the Connecticut Mirror. But Rossi 
said she spoke to McCarthy about 
KAT Environmental and its busi- 
ness with the city last year. 

The city’s staff, Rossi said, 
did not solicit offers from other 
companies before paying KAT 
Environmental, even though West 
Haven’s laws require a public 
bidding process for any contract 
over $10,000. 

The public works department, 
Rossi added, only used KAT Envi- 
ronmental to pick up the yard 
waste “for a short amount of time.” 
And she said the city ended that 
business relationship. 

The invoices submitted by the 
company didn’t specify how many 
homes it was to pick up yard waste 
from or in which parts of the city it 
was working. Instead, the company 
billed West Haven a flat rate of 
$2,000 per day. 

Rossi said those services were 
needed in the city in last summer 
mostly to allow people to dispose 
of their grass clippings. 

But two of West Haven’s City 
Council members said they were 
unfamiliar with KAT Environ- 
mental and the work it was paid to 
perform for the city. 

Peter Massaro, the new Demo- 
cratic chairman of the City Council, 
said he was not aware of Trasacco 
or any of his companies prior to his 
arrest last month. 

“That’s all I can comment about 
this,” Massaro said. “Itis still under 
investigation. I never heard about 
this company.” 

Bridgette Hoskie, the chair- 
woman of West Haven’s finance 
committee, confirmed that the city 
pays outside companies to pick up 
yard waste throughout the city, but 
she didn’t know the specifics of 


those contracts or which compa- 
nies perform that work. 

“T know that we do contract out 
leaf bag pickups, but whether or 
not the services were provided, 
that doesn’t come before the city 
council,” she said. 


‘Fictitious vendors’ 


Members of the state Munici- 
pal Accountability Review Board, 
which has overseen West Haven’s 
finances, have struggled to get a 
handle on the city’s purchasing 
system for more than four years. 

MARB members repeatedly 
warned West Haven’s leaders 
during monthly meetings that 
the city didn’t have the necessary 
controls in place to catch fraud- 
ulent invoices or unscrupulous 
contractors who might be seeking 
to take advantage. 

Annual audits of West Haven’s 
finances also highlighted the risk 
that presented to the city and its 
taxpayers. 

“At present, the city allows 
purchases without first approving 
vendors,” West Haven’s auditors 
wrote in December 2020. “This 
increases the risk of fictitious 
vendors as well as not being able 
to obtain the best price or quality. 
In addition, unintentional conflict 
of interest issues may arise.” 

All of those problems burst into 
public view last fall when DiMassa 
and another city employee, John 
Bernardo, were arrested by the FBI 
for allegedly funneling more than 
$463,000 in federal relief money to 
a shell company they set up. 

The fallout from the federal 
criminal investigation has contin- 
ued to grow since then. Last 
month, Trasacco and DiMassa’s 
wife, Lauren Knox, were added 
to the list of defendants who are 
accused of cheating West Haven 
out of hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. 

Meanwhile, MARB members 
have stepped up the pressure 
on West Haven’s elected lead- 
ers to force them to adopt better 
purchasing rules and to fix the 
city’s finance department, which 
continues to be understaffed. 

Several members of the review 
board have noted that it is not just 
local tax dollars that are at risk 
from West Haven’s continued 
mismanagement. 

The state, they pointed out, has 
given West Haven more than $16 
million in restructuring funds 
since 2018 to stabilize the city’s 
finances and to help the city’s staff 
make the necessary changes to its 
financial systems. 

That state assistance could soon 
come to an end, however, if West 
Haven doesn’t make significant 
improvements. 


Increasing 
state oversight? 


State officials warned West 
Haven last fall that it would not 
receive any additional money from 
MARB until the city could prove 
that it had fixed its purchasing poli- 
cies and its other financial controls. 

Stephen Falcigno, one of the 10 
current members of MARB, told 
his colleagues this month that he 
believed the state needed to play a 
more direct role in managing the 
day-to-day operations of West 
Haven by installing more state 
employees in West Haven’s city 
hall. 

Only then, he argued, could 
MARB properly protect state 
taxpayers, who continue to provide 
money to help West Haven and its 
residents. 

Several other members of 
MARB agreed that West Haven 
was clearly not moving fast 
enough to fix its finances and basic 
accounting policies. 

Christine Shaw, who represents 
the Connecticut Treasurer’s Office 
in MARB meetings, noted that 
West Haven’s leaders continue to 
claim that they are working on the 
same issues “month after month.” 

For now, members of MARB 
are in a holding pattern. They are 
waiting on a forensic audit that 
is examining how West Haven 
used the more than $1.1 million 
in federal CARES Act funding it 
received last year. 

That audit is expected to be 
finished by the end of this month. 


Andrew Brown is a reporter for 
The Connecticut Mirror (https;// 
ctmirror.org/ ). Copyright 2022 © 
The Connecticut Mirror. 


‘At present, the city allows purchases without 

first approving vendors. This increases the risk of 
fictitious vendors as well as not being able to obtain 
the best price or quality. In addition, unintentional 
conflict of interest issues may arise.” 


— West Haven’s auditors in December 2020. 
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Have You Been 


Injured? 


Call Attorney John H. Hagel, Jr. 
today at 860-225-3518 


Practicing in the area of 
Commercial and Residential Real Estate; 
Zoning, Planning and Land Use; 
Landlord/Tenant issues; Business Law; 
Commercial Law; Wills, Estates and 
Probate matters; Litigation; Collections; 
and Personal Injury. 


Attorney John H. Hagel, Jr. 
860-225-3518 


Attorney Hagel can be reached at 
Silver & Silver LLP 
One Liberty Square, New Britain, Connecticut 06051 
Phone - 860-225-3518 // Fax - 860-348-0612 
www.lawsilver.com john@lawsilver.com 





Legal Notice NOTICE TO CREDITORS 


Town of Cromwell 


ESTATE OF Paula K. Feder, Late of 
Centerbrook, AKA Paula Kurzband Feder 
(22-0100) 


Notice is hereby given that the audited 
Financial Statements for the Cromwell 
Fire District for the year ended June 
30, 2021, as prepared by the firm Hoyt, 
Filippetti & Malaghan LLC, certified pub- 
lic accountants, of Groton, Connecticut, 


The Hon. Jeannine Lewis, Judge of the 
Court of Probate, District of Saybrook 
Probate Court, by decree dated March 1, 
is available at the Town Clerk’s Office, 41 2022, ordered that all claims must be 
West Street, Cromwell, Connecticut, for presented to the fiduciary at the address 
public inspection. below. Failure to promptly present any 
such claim may result in the loss of rights 
JoAnn Doyle to recover on such claim. 
Cromwell Town Clerk 
Dated at Cromwell, Connecticut, 
this 17th day of March, 2022 
3/22/2022 7172823 


Jacqueline Craco, Assistant Clerk 


The fiduciary is: 

Sarah Feder Weaver, 45 Cooper Drive, 
Glastonbury, CT 06443-2102 

3/22/2022 7172509 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE OF 


PERSONAL PROPERTY Extra Space Storage will hold a 
public auction to sell personal property 


Extra Space Storage will hold a described below belonging to those in- 


described below belonging to those in- 
dividuals listed below at the location 
indicated: 


indicated: 
132 Silas Deane Highway Wethersfield, 
CT 06109 


860-916-0534 

Auction Date- April 5,2022 1:00 PM 

436 Deborah Walsh House goods 

744 Phillip Johnson Il House goods 

499 Naomi Ngoma House goods 

84 Sonsharee Kennedy House goods 
155 jerry grate House goods 

396 William Dlugoleski House goods 
The auction will be listed and adver- 
tised on  www.storagetreasures.com. 
Purchases must be made with cash only 
and paid at the above referenced facil- 
ity in order to complete the transaction. 
Extra Space Storage may refuse any bid 
and may rescind any purchase up until 
the winning bidder takes possession of 
the personal property. 

3/22, 3/29/2022 7170192 


Extra Space Storage 
2 Douglas St 
Bloomfield, CT O6002 


Wednesday, April 6th 2022 1pm 


1094-Jamila Douglas-Household Items 
1232-John Bouchard-Furniture 


1355-Timothy Kelly-Clothing/ Household 





The auction will be listed and adver- 
tised on  www.storagetreasures.com. 
Purchases must be made with cash only 
and paid at the above referenced facil- 
ity in order to complete the transaction. 
Extra Space Storage may refuse any bid 
and may rescind any purchase up until 
the winning bidder takes possession of 
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City of Bristol, Connecticut 
INVITATION TO BID 


Notice is hereby given that the 
Purchasing Department for the City of 
Bristol, Connecticut is accepting bid 
proposals on the following: 


2022-076 Parks Program Transportation; 
bids due April 6, 2022 at 1:00 pm 
2022-077 Link-driven mechanically 
cleaned bar screen assemblies for use 
in wastewater treatment operations; bids 
due April 6, 2022 at 1:30 pm 





Proposal submissions will be accepted 
by the Purchasing Department until the 
date and time noted above; submissions 
received after this date and time will 
not be considered. Interested firms 
are required to submit one _ original 
copy via digital media of the proposal 
to Roger Rousseau, Purchasing Agent, 
no later than the date and time noted 
above. Submissions may be made via 
email, shared file service, or USB drive 
delivered to the address noted below; 
the City does not assume responsibility 
for failure of submissions to be received 
by the City by the date and time noted 
above. 


The successful bidder shall not discrimi- 
nate against any employee or applicant 
for employment because of race, color, 
religion, gender, or national origin. The 
Contractor will take affirmative action 
to ensure that applicants are employed, 
and that employees are treated during 
employment without regard to their race, 
color, religion, gender, or national origin. 


Plans and specifications can be obtained 
online at the website below, or by 
contacting: 


City of Bristol Purchasing Department 
111 North Main St, Bristol, CT 06010 
Tel (860) 584-6195 

Email purchasing@bristolct.gov 
http://www.bristolct.gov/bids 
3/22/2022 7172503 


Sudoku 


EVERY DAY IN 


© Living @ 


RISK OF PREDIABETES: 
1 IN 3 ADULTS 





RISK OF 
SHARK ATTACK: 


1 IN 11.5 MILLION 





LIFE DOESN'T ALWAYS 
GIVE YOU TIME TO 
CHANGE THE OUTCOME. 


PREDIABETES DOES. 


TAKE THE RISK TEST TODAY AT 
DolHavePrediabetes.org 





COUNCIL 


ASSOCIATION potable ror Distase” 


onTmOL AND Paevention 


Newsroom Collection 


Show your support for local journalism with 
Hartford Courant apparel and mugs. 


Hartford Courant 


—— STORE —— 


Shop now at 


courant.com/collection 


Offer valid through 4/9/22. 


or call (866) 545-3534 
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Feminist magazine mixes in male nudity in ‘Minx’ 


By Nina Metz 
Chicago Tribune 


Looking to get a feminist 
magazine off the ground, 

a young woman pitches 
her idea to a cavalcade of 
uninterested men. Only 
one gives her the time of 
day, and he happens to be 

a purveyor of porn in the 
San Fernando Valley. Why 
not serve up some male 
nudity along with those 
serious-minded articles, 
he suggests? A spoonful 

of sugar and all that. She 
hates the idea. Hates it. But 
having no other options, 
she agrees. That’s the 
premise of “Minx” on HBO 
Max, a snappy workplace 
dramedy drenched in the 
sunny glare of early 1970s 
Southern California. 

Beefcakes alongside 
meaty ideas may sound 
like an unlikely pairing, but 
that’s true of the show’s 
central duo as well. Joyce 
(Ophelia Lovibond) is 
earnest, uptight and inexpe- 
rienced, but she’s also clear 
about the value of a maga- 
zine that takes women’s 
agency as its raison dtre. 
Doug (Jake Johnson) is the 
confident, louche, easygo- 
ing publisher who wears his 
shirts generously unbut- 
toned and understands the 
kind of hustle that keeps 
his scrappy company afloat, 
with magazines such as 
Feet Feet Feet and Boda- 
cious Butts. 

She’s the iron nightin- 
gale, he’s the swashbuck- 
ling sleaze: Can they make 
magazine magic together? 
To start, Joyce’s proposed 
title, The Matriarchy 
Awakens, is tossed over- 
board for the far catchier 
Minx. But actually getting 
the magazine going is a 
complicated stop-start 
process that kicks up all 
kinds of dust along the 
way — agood amount from 
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Jake Johnson as Doug and Ophelia Lovibond as Joyce in the workplace dramedy “Minx.” KATRINA MARCINOWSKI/HBO MAX 


Joyce herself, who sees this 


venture as an X-rated Faus- 
tian bargain. Only gradu- 
ally does she come around 
to the idea that in order to 
lead the liberated charge, 
the pages of her magazine 
will also need to be a spec- 
tacle of schlongs. A pleth- 
ora of peni. A delirium of... 
you get the idea. 

I like all the business 
practicalities in play. Minx 
intends to offer readers 
“female emancipation 
with mature but themat- 
ically appropriate mate- 
rial,” Joyce says, sticking to 
euphemisms in their pitch 
to advertisers, whereas her 
partner is more blunt, with 
an eye on the bottom line: 
“Women’s liberation, what 
does it mean? Well, I’ll tell 
you what it means to me: It 
means liberating women 
from the $400 million in 
disposable income they 
spend every year.” 

With Doug, what you 
see is what you get. And 
Johnson goes all in, oozing 
dirtbag, pinky-ringed 


charisma: A smut peddler 
who apparently isn’t 
exploiting those around 
him. It’s a performance at 
once smarmy and jaunty 


and it goes down like candy. 


Youw’re rooting for Doug 
to succeed, which is why 
it feels like such a setup 

to make Joyce a wide- 
eyed scold by comparison. 
Feminists can be fun! I 
mean, not here obviously, 
but just generally! Series 
creator Ellen Rapoport 
has cast the role well, 
because Lovibond finds 
all kinds of ways to tap 
into the humanity behind 
the character’s exhaust- 
ing facade — it’s unclear if 
Joyce is even a good writer 
or editor; all signs point to 
no — and I’m not saying 
she has to be likable. Far 
from it. But she becomes 
increasingly wearisome 
screen company, in part, 
because it takes her so 
long to meet people where 


they’re at, even people who 


are already on her side: “I 
am in business with a man 


Ye no longer performing at Grammys 


From news services 


Ye will not be perform- 
ing at the Grammys this 
year. A report published 
in The Blast said that the 
musician was told Friday 
that his act had been pulled 
from the show, which is set 
to take place on April 3. 

A representative for Ye, 
who legally changed his 
name from Kanye West, 
confirmed the informa- 
tion in The Blast article in 
an email. She did not offer 
additional comment. 

Ye had not been 
confirmed yet as someone 
set to perform at the show, 
which has announced 
acts such as Billie Eilish, 
BTS, Lil’ Nas X and Olivia 
Rodrigo. Ye’s album 
“Donda” is nominated for 
album of the year. 

According to reports, 
the decision was made in 
response to his “concern- 
ing online behavior.” 

Trevor Noah, who 
is hosting the Grammy 
Awards, called Ye’s treat- 
ment of his ex-wife Kim 
Kardashian “more and 
more belligerent” on The 
Daily Show last week. 

“What we’re seeing 
here is one of the most 
powerful, one of the rich- 
est women in the world 
unable to get her ex to stop 
texting her, to stop chasing 
after her, to stop harassing 
her,” Noah said. 


‘CODA’ takes top PGA 
prize: “CODA” won the top 
prize at Saturday’s Produc- 
ers Guild Awards. The 
story of three adult family 
members who are deaf 
and a fourth who is not 
and seeks a singing career 
beat out bigger contend- 
ers, including “The Power 
of the Dog,” “Dune” and 
“West Side Story.” 

“This movie has been an 
amazing ride, it was sucha 
special one to make, there 
was so much love and so 
much heart put into it,’ 
said Fabrice Gianfermi 
as he accepted the award 
with his “CODA” co-pro- 
ducers Philippe Rousselet 
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the Grammy Awards on April 3. AMY HARRIS/INVISION 2019 


and Patrick Wachsberger. 
The top PGA winner 
has gone on to take home 
the top Academy Award in 
three of the past four years 
and 10 of the past 13. The 
Oscars are set for Sunday. 


‘Price Is Right’ going on 
tour: “The Price Is Right” 
is hitting the road, putting 
the game show on wheels 
and making 50 stops on 

a coast-to-coast tour for 
anyone who can’t make 
the trip to the Los Ange- 
les studio. The “Come On 
Down Tour” — separate 
from the TV show or live 
stage shows — will kick off 
Friday at the Santa Monica 
Pier in California. 

Fans will be able to win 
prizes by guessing the 
correct retail price for vari- 
ous items in such games 
as Plinko and compete ina 
Showcase Showdown. 


‘The Batman’ crosses 
$300M: “The Batman” 

is still going strong three 
weeks into its theatrical 
run, with a tight grip on the 


top spot at the box office. 

Robert Pattinson’s debut 
as the Dark Knight earned 
an additional $36.8 million 
over the weekend, accord- 
ing to studio estimates 
Sunday. It also slid past the 
$300 million mark ahead 
of projections. 

The Warner Bros. film is 
the highest grossing movie 
of 2022 and the second 
highest since the begin- 
ning of the pandemic (first 
place goes to “Spider-Man: 
No Way Home”). “The 
Batman” also picked up 
$49.1 million internation- 
ally, bringing its global 
total to $598.1 million. 


March 22 birthdays: Actor 
William Shatner is 91. 
Journalist Wolf Blitzer 

is 74. Composer Andrew 
Lloyd Webber is 74. 
Sportscaster Bob Costas is 
70. Actor Lena Olin is 67. 
Actor Keegan-Michael Key 
is 51. Actor Will Yun Lee is 
51. Actor Kellie Shanygne 
Williams is 46. Actor Reese 
Witherspoon is 46. Actor 
Constance Wu is 40. 


who doesn’t respect or 
value me.” But he does. At 
least that’s how Johnson is 
playing him. She just thinks 
respect should look ... more 
respectable. Joyce is not as 
progressive as she thinks, 
which is a canny in-show 
critique of the character. 
But it’s also worth think- 
ing about how “Minx” is 
constructed and why it 
prioritizes the point of 
view ofa feminist who 
appears to have no commu- 
nity of women in her life, 
outside of her new female 
colleagues at the magazine 
and her unshockable older 
sister (Lennon Parham). 
Does Joyce seek out any 
women to commune with 
about these issues she 
claims to be so passionate 
about? Who knows! Well, 
there’s that one time when 
she’s shuttled off into a 
kitchen with the wives of 
the mobbed-up truck driv- 
ers who are responsible 
for distributing the maga- 
zine, which proves to be an 
enlightening experience, 







but for the most part it’s as 
if she were grown in a petri 
dish labeled “feminist” and 
then sent out into the world 
with a placard around her 
neck announcing: “I am 
woman, hear me roar.” We 
don’t know how this Pasa- 
dena-raised country club 
princess came to her worl- 
dview or why, and that feels 
like an important piece 
that’s missing. But look 

at me, being the buzzkill 
when “Minx” just wants 
you to have a good time. 

The thing is, Joyce can’t 
read a room to save her life 
and it’s an annoying trait. 
But also, I get it: Sometimes 
you spend so much time 
fighting a world that wants 
to deny you even a crumb of 
equality or validation that 
you become single-minded 
and can’t recognize another 
way of doing things — or 
admit when your principles 
ring hollow. 

So much of the show is 
focused on Joyce’s learn- 
ing curve, course-correct- 
ing bit by bit, and yet she’s 


neither the smartest nor 
the most interesting person 
in the room. That would 


be Doug’s assistant, Tina, 
who is brought to life in 


awry performance from 
Idara Victor. She’s savvy 
and skeptical, and she’s the 
closest thing Doug has to a 
confidant at work. A font of 
information about how the 


business actually functions, 


she’s also the lone Black 


woman in the office. What’s 


her story? Would love to 
know. (At a bar after work, 
Doug orders drinks for the 
two of them: A Maker’s and 
a banana daiquiri — the 
daiquiri is for him. Love 
this detail.) 

Visually, “Minx” is a hoot 
— filled with polyester as 
far as the eye can see — 
and I was especially taken 


with the purple-and-green 


madras plaid maxi dress 
Joyce wears, going full 
Breck girl, to mingle among 
amore conservative set 

on their hunt for potential 
advertisers. 

There are other visual 
elements worth mention- 
ing. “Minx” is not coy about 
nudity when it comes to any 


gender, but it’s primarily 


focused on the abundance 
of male centerfold models 


who parade through the 


magazine’s offices. The 
show is downright cheer- 
ful about the glories of the 
male appendage, but only in 
its relaxed state. It’s a deci- 
sion you notice precisely 


because of the modesty 


exhibited later on, in an 
entirely different context; 
during a prelude to sex, the 
camera suddenly averts its 


gaze, conspicuously fram- 


ing things just above the 


guy’s pelvis. It becomes 


clear where the show’s 
comfort level with full-fron- 


tal male nudity stops, and 


it’s at the bedroom door. 


Where to watch: HBO Max 


ASK AMY 


By Amy Dickinson 


askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter@askingamy 


Workplace harassment leaves one confused 


Dear Readers: Every year I 
step away from my column 


briefly to work on other 
creative projects. Today’s 
“Best of” topic from 10 
years ago concerns work- 
place sexual harassment. 


Dear Amy: I work from 
a home office and take 
occasional meetings with 


employees of the nonprofit 
I work for. I also meet with 


clients. 
Recently the organiza- 


tion hired a new director; I 


was working as a consul- 
tant on a project for the 
organization at the time. 


Soon after his hiring, the 
new director asked to have 


lunch with me. 

The new director and I 
went to a nearby restau- 
rant to talk about possible 
future projects, etc. 

At the end of the 
luncheon, as we were 


saying goodbye outside the 


restaurant, I reached my 
hand out to shake his. 

Suddenly, he pulled me 
toward him and kissed me 
full on the lips. 

I was so shocked that I 
said a weak goodbye and 
left him standing there. 

I completed my assign- 
ment feeling awkward 


and wondering if I wanted 


to work with him in the 
future. This is not a deci- 
sion I can make lightly 
as there are very few job 


opportunities in my area of 


expertise. 


Amy, I would appreciate 


your perspective on this 
situation. I wonder if he 
has a problem that should 


be reported to the board of 


trustees. 
I also wonder if Iam 
making too much of this. 
Am I? 
— Kissed Consultant 


Dear Kissed: Addressing 
the question of whether 


you are making too much 
of this: Do your other 
colleagues and clients 
kiss you on the lips after 
a business meeting? Does 
this director kiss male 
colleagues and consultants 
on the lips after a meeting? 
I assume the answer to 
both questions is no. 
People who are 
subjected to unwanted 
sexual contact often 
wonder if they are overre- 
acting. They are often also 
encouraged to doubt their 
own instincts. 


There is a very common- 


sense boundary around 
business meetings, and it’s 
not really that challenging 
or confusing to stay within 
the boundary. Physi- 

cal contact after a busi- 
ness meeting should be 
confined to a handshake. 

Yes, I believe you should 
write a letter to the board 
of trustees regarding this 
new employee. 

Explain in very simple 
language what happened, 
i.e., “At the end of our 
business lunch, when 
I extended my hand to 
shake his, Mr. Smith 
kissed me on the lips. I was 
shocked at the time, and 
upon reflection continue 
to be concerned about his 
conduct. In my experi- 
ence consulting for this 


organization, I have always 


conducted myself profes- 


sionally and until now have 


always been treated with 
professionalism.” 

If the board handles this 
well, expect to revive your 
business relationship and 
work with the organiza- 
tion in the future. 


Dear Amy: Your answer 
to “Kissed Consultant” 
was way off the mark. 
This consultant was 
kissed by anew director 
of the nonprofit she was 


consulting for, and you 
want her to notify the 
board of directors? 

What if he misread her 
signals, or what if he is 
from another culture and 
didn’t know any better? 

— Appalled 


Dear Appalled: This man 
should already know 
better than to pull a busi- 
ness associate close and 
kiss her full on the lips 
after their first meeting. 
One way to educate him 
would be for the board of 
directors to let him know 
what is and is not accept- 
able professional conduct. 


Dear Amy: I know you took 
flak for your response to 
the “Kissed Consultant,” 
who said that a male direc- 
tor of the nonprofit she 
was consulting for kissed 
her on the lips after a busi- 
ness lunch. 

I thought your 
comments were right on. 
When this happened to 
me, I reported it to my boss 
(it was his boss who was 
the kisser). 

He talked to his boss, 
who apologized. 

— Happened to Me 


Dear Happened: Unless 
this sort of thing has 
happened to you, I don’t 
know if people can under- 
stand what a violation this 
is from a business associate 
who, incidentally, is also a 
complete stranger. 

No matter what the 
intention might have been, 
this is not an affectionate 
or friendly act, but one 
that seems aggressive. It is 
highly inappropriate. 


Copyright 2022 by Amy 
Dickinson 


Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 
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94TH ACADEMY AWARDS 


Will Campion’s ‘Power of the Dog’ reign supreme? 


Predicting winners 
at ceremony that’s 
still up in the air 


By Lindsey Bahr 
and Jake Coyle 


Associated Press 


Ahead of the 94th Acad- 
emy Awards — airing 
March 27 on ABC — writ- 
ers Lindsey Bahr and Jake 
Coyle share their predic- 
tions for major categories 
in aceremony with much 
still up in the air. Nominees 
are listed in italics. 


Best picture 

“Belfast”; “CODA”; “Don’t 
Look Up”; “Drive My Car”; 
“Dune”; “King Richard”; 
“Licorice Pizza”; “Night- 
mare Alley”; “The Power of 
the Dog”; “West Side Story.” 
Bahr: At this point, it really 
feels like the award will go 
to “The Power of the Dog”” 
It is paradoxically both 
a safe choice and a game 
changer in that it would 
be a first best picture win 
for Netflix after years of 
trying. Jane Campion’s last 
major shot at picture (and 
director) was with “The 
Piano,’ but in 1994 that 
basically stood no chance 
against “Schindler’s List.” 
This time, it’s her film 
that has the leg up on the 
Spielberg. And yet there 
is a distant possibility that 
“CODA” could “Little Miss 
Sunshine” /“Green Book” 
its way in there as the feel- 
good alternative (which 
was what “Belfast” was 
supposed to be). 
Coyle: I’m calling the 
“CODA” upset. The smart 
money is on Campion’s 
film. But the win for 
“CODA” at the Screen 
Actors Guild — where 
“The Power of the Dog” 
failed to get nominated for 
best ensemble — suggests 
strong passion for the 
film, and maybe a crowd- 
pleasing advantage on the 
academy’s preferential 
ballot. Either film, though, 
will symbolize the ascent 
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of streaming in Hollywood. 


It would hand a streaming 
service — Netflix or Apple 
— Hollywood’s most 
prestigious honor for the 
first time. Maybe that’s a 
big deal, maybe it’s belated 
confirmation of what 
everyone has known for 
some time. 


Best actress 

Jessica Chastain, “The 
Eyes of Tammy Faye”; 
Olivia Colman, “The Lost 
Daughter”; Penelope Cruz, 
“Parallel Mothers”; Nicole 
Kidman, “Being the Ricar- 
dos”; Kristen Stewart, 
“Spencer.” 
C: This has been the cruel- 
est of categories, laying 
waste to most expectations 
and some very sensa- 
tional performances. Lady 
Gaga, Caitriona Balfe, 
Jennifer Hudson and my 
favorite performance of 
the year — Renate Rein- 
sve (“The Worst Person 
in the World”) — are just 
some of the masses among 
the snubbed. Yet, surpris- 
ingly, a very Oscar bait-y 
performance from a movie 


BRADLEY COOPER BENNY SAFDIE 


released early in the season 
— Jessica Chastain as the 
televangelist Tammy Faye 
— has moved to favorite 
status after winning the 
SAG Awards. That may 
partly be because Chastain, 
a three-time nominee but 
never a winner, is one of 
Hollywood’s best actors 
and the time has come to 
honor her, for a film she 
steered into existence. I 
think she’ll win, but Olivia 
Colman — typically bril- 
liant in “The Lost Daugh- 
ter” — could sneak in 

for her second Academy 
Award. 

B: Chastain should have 
already won several Oscars 
at this point, and not even 
necessarily for the ones she 
got nominations for (“The 
Help” and “Zero Dark 
Thirty”). However improb- 
able for a movie that has 
some big issues, including 
the way it turns a blind eye 
to Tammy Faye’s complic- 
ities in the scam, the tide 
has shifted in her favor, and 
she'll probably get her win. 
Still, I still think there’s a 
small possibility that it will 


Was ‘Marvelous Mrs. Maisel’ 
scene filmed at Carnegie Hall? 


By Rich Heldenfels 


Tribune News Service 


Q: Was the scene with 
Midge and Lenny Bruce 

in “The Marvelous Mrs. 
Maisel” really filmed at 
Carnegie Hall? 

A: The Amazon Prime 
Video show enjoyed a 
three-day shoot in the real 
Carnegie Hall, the New 
York Daily News reported 
last June. That was as the 
hall was coming out of 

its coronavirus-related 
shutdown, so “Maisel” did 
not have to work around 
concert performances. 
And the Daily News noted 
that Carnegie’s “fastidi- 
ous upkeep and devotion 
to its history” meant that 
the show did not have to do 
much to make it look the 
way it did in the early ’60s 
period of that “Maisel” 
episode, which was the 
finale of the fourth season. 
A fifth season will be the 
show’s last. 


Q: lam wondering about 
“American Ninja Warrior.” 
It used to be on an NBC 
Sports channel, and 
suddenly the channel and 
show disappeared. 

A: NBCUniversal shut 
down its sport channel 
NBCSN at the end of last 
year and has moved its 
programming to other 
services, including USA 
Network and its streaming 
service Peacock. When the 
decision to drop NBCSN 
was announced alittle 
over a year ago, the Wall 
Street Journal noted that 
the sports channel had 
struggled competitively 
against other sports opera- 
tions. USA was also losing 
audience, so “by putting 
popular sports on the USA 
channel, NBCUniversal 

is hoping it can increase 

its value of USA Network 
to distributors,” the paper 
said. 

As for “American Ninja 
Warrior,” that was being 
shown in repeats on 
NBCSN with episodes 





Luke Kirby plays comedian Lenny Bruce in the fourth season 
of “The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel.”’” AMAZON PRIME VIDEO 


airing first on the NBC 
broadcast network. A new 
season, the show’s 14th, is 
in the works. And there are 
repeats out there, includ- 
ing on Peacock and the 
Bally Sports channels. 


Q: lam an avid William 
Petersen fan and watched 
every episode of the orig- 
inal “CSI: Crime Scene In- 
vestigation.” He returned 
in“CSI: Vegas” but now 

it seems to have disap- 
peared. Will it return? 

A: “CSI: Vegas,” which 
blended some veterans of 
the old series with anew 
cast, made 10 episodes 

in its first season and has 
aired them all. The show 
has been picked up for a 
second run to air sometime 
in the 2022-23 season. But 
Petersen, who reprised his 
role of Gil Grissom, report- 
edly signed on only for 

the first season as an actor 
and will not be on camera 
in the second season (he 
remains an executive 
producer). In addition, 
Jorja Fox — who played 
Grissom’s colleague and 
lover — will not be back for 
the second season either. 
As Grissom goes, she 
tweeted, so goes Sara. 


Q: | remember watching a 
movie when | was alittle 
girl (over 60 years ago) 


that was the story ofa 
horse named Bess. The 
horse was on the front 
line of a military conflict. 
Please help me identify 
the movie. 

A: You are probably 
remembering “Gallant 
Bess,” from 1946. It 
involved a young man 
(played by Marshall 
Thompson) and a horse he 
finds in the jungle while 
serving in World War II. 
According to the Turner 
Classic Movies site, the 
movie was based on a real 
incident. 


Q: Why was Julian 
McMahon (Agent Jess 
LaCroix) written out of 
“FBI: Most Wanted”? 

A: Folks were surprised 
about the death of 
LaCroix, although it has 
been known for some time 
that McMahon was leav- 
ing the show, reportedly 
for “additional creative 
pursuits.” With McMa- 
hon gone, Dylan McDer- 
mott will be joining “Most 
Wanted.” 


Do you have a question 


or comment about 
entertainment past, present 
and future? Write to Rich 


Heldenfels, P.O. Box 417, 


Mogadore, OH 44260, 
or brenfels@gmail.com. 


Letters may be edited. 


rant 
Vv 





LEONARDO JENNIFER 
DICAPRIO = LAWRENCE 


et Pe oT Mier Se aries 
eT PEALWAN GRANDE MESCUDI SLAIICHETT STREEP a 


Look 
e775 a 
= oN 

= 
am \2) 


“SUPCRO.” 










NETFLIX 


DLEY COOPER 


go to Kristen Stewart, who 
has been on a roller-coaster 
path after starting the 
season at the top. 


Best actor 

Will Smith, “King Rich- 
ard”; Denzel Washington, 
“The Tragedy of Macbeth”; 
Javier Bardem, “Being 
the Ricardos”; Bene- 
dict Cumberbatch, “The 
Power of the Dog”; Andrew 
Garfield, “Tick, Tick... 
Boom!” 
B: It’s always abit ofa 
snooze when categories are 
locked for months, but it 
would be a major surprise 
if Will Smith didn’t get his 
first Oscar win for “King 
Richard.” Not only did he 
give a terrific performance 
in the film, but his SAG 
speech, in which he was 
funny, humble and gracious 
to his co-star Aunjanue 
Ellis and subjects Venus 
and Serena Williams, was 
also a helpful reminder 
of the power of his star 
charisma. 
C: Smith will get the Oscar, 
a deserved win for one of 
the movies’ most insanely 


MY AWARDS® 


TRULY ; 
4 POSSIBLE ea eupeesniene 
EVENTS DR MY 








charming stars. Smith 
might have already won 
best actor (for “Ali’”) if not 
for Denzel’s titanic perfor- 
mance that year in “Train- 
ing Day.” 


Best supporting actress 
Jessie Buckley, “The Lost 
Daughter”; Ariana DeBose, 
“West Side Story”; Kirsten 
Dunst, “The Power of the 
Dog”; Aurjanue Ellis, “King 
Richard”; Judi Dench, 
“Belfast.” 
C: Thanks to her show- 
stopping, breakthrough 
performance in “West Side 
Story,” DeBose has had this 
category locked down all 
season, and it’s hard not to 
be moved by the histori- 
cal symmetry. Sixty years 
ago, Rita Moreno won for 
the same role, Anita, in 
1961’s “West Side Story,” 
making her the first Latina 
to win an Oscar. Still, it was 
a crime to neglect Kath- 
ryn Hunter’s multiply- 
ing witches in “Macbeth.” 
What’s foul isn’t always fair. 
B: DeBose should defi- 
nitely be ready with a killer 
speech. 


HOROSCOPES 


Tarot.com 


Aries (March 21-April19): 
Socializing shouldn’t have 
to be a stressful activity, 


but today it could leave you 


reeling, one person after 
another demanding your 
attention. It could be too 
much, forcing you to put 
people on hold while you 
tend to work. Be wary of 
obligations that require 
your hard-earned money! 


Taurus (April 20-May 20): 
It’s all well and good to put 
in lots of effort — unless 
you burn out and lose your 
cool in the process. You 
work hard, but that could 
turn into something prob- 
lematic when you throw 
caution to the wind. Be 
careful going off-book, 
because supervisors will 
remember. 


Gemini (May 21-June 20): 
Your sense of adventure 
could leave you stranded 
somewhere uncharted 
today. You could find your- 


self feeling like you’ve been 


pushed out on a ledge. 
Take things little by little 
rather than diving in head- 
first. The more careful you 
act, the less likely you are 
to feel overwhelmed. 


Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
Your preferred method of 
doing things might not cut 
it under today’s frenetic 
energy. You probably don’t 
want to share your time 
with anyone who doesn’t 
meet your high standards. 
That’s generally fine, but 
going it alone may be 
impossible today! 


TODAY IN 
HISTORY 


Associated Press 


On March 22,1765, the 
British Parliament passed 
the Stamp Act. 


In1894, the first Stanley 
Cup championship game 
was played; Montreal 
defeated Ottawa, 3-1. 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): 
People can ask as much 

as they want of you today, 
but whether or not you'll 
be able to give it is another 
story entirely. Your career 
could force arelationship 
into second place, under- 
neath a matter of work 

or reputation. If you’re 
called upon to tend to your 
responsibilities, a certain 
someone might have to 
wait their turn. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
There are likely plenty of 
things to keep you busy 
today — keeping you on 
your toes as you become 
the most responsible and 
disciplined version of 
yourself, but that changes. 
Something exciting from 
far away could totally 
upset your efforts, but it 
should be worth it! 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Enjoying yourself might 

be difficult right now, but 
you can do it. Display your 
talents where everyone 
can see them. That’s great 
on the surface but could hit 
you with an unexpected 
case of shyness. If you 
don’t feel like putting your- 
self out there, then don’t 
worry about it! 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21): It seems that some- 
one could shake things 
up when least expected, 
giving you the chance to 
focus on matters at home. 
Someone you value may 
decide to shake you out of 
your homey sensibilities 
and demand you get on 
their page. 


In1963, the Beatles’ debut 
album, “Please Please Me,” 
was released in the United 
Kingdom. 


In1978, Karl Wallenda, 
the 73-year-old patriarch 
of “The Flying Wallen- 
das” high-wire act, fell to 
his death while attempt- 
ing to walk a cable strung 
between two hotel towers. 


In 1988, both houses of 
Congress overrode Presi- 


Best supporting actor 
Ciaran Hinds, “Belfast”; 
Troy Kotsur, “CODA”; Kodi 
Smit-McPhee, “The Power 
of the Dog”; Jesse Plemons, 
“The Power of the Dog”; I.K. 
Simmons, “Being the Ricar- 
dos.” 
B: Among mostly first- 
time nominees, “CODA’s” 
Troy Kotsur went from 
breakthrough to front- 
runner over the past 
couple months, winning at 
SAG, BAFTAs and Critics 
Choice, and he’s likely to 
continue that streak come 
Oscar Sunday. The support 
for Kotsur and “CODA” has 
only become more enthusi- 
astic recently, and it would 
be a history-making win. 
The 53-year-old is the first 
deaf man to have ever been 
nominated for an acting 
prize. 
C: It’s avery likeable group 
of performers, but Kotsur 
has this one in the bag. I 
think it will be one of the 
night’s best moments, not 
just because of the historic 
nature of Kotsur’s win, but 
because it’s just reward 
for an actor who has long 
toiled and thrived on Los 
Angeles stages. 


Best director 

Paul Thomas Anderson, 
“Licorice Pizza”; Kenneth 
Branagh, “Belfast”; Jane 
Campion, “The Power of 
the Dog”; Steven Spielberg, 
“West Side Story”; Ryusuke 
Hamaguchi, “Drive My 
Car.” 
C: Campion has long been 
the front-runner. For the 
trailblazing filmmaker, who 
nearly three decades ago 
became only the second 
woman nominated in this 
category, it’s a coronation 
long in coming. Campion, 
the first woman ever to 
be twice nominated for 
best director, will win, and 
her cinematographer, Ari 
Weener, will become the 
first woman to win that 
award — a triumph that 
should have happened long 
ago for women behind the 
camera. 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): You’ve got a million 
things to do today — or 

at least so it would seem, 
leaving little space in your 
schedule as you bounce 
from one appointment to 
another. While this can feel 
like treading water, today 
yow’re actually accom- 
plishing something in the 
process. Try to focus solely 
on tasks with purpose and 
promise. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): There’s a fine line 
between work and play. 
You’re probably very 
focused on putting your 
nose to the grindstone and 
ensuring that your efforts 
have results. That’s all well 
and good, but today give 
yourself permission to 
slack off a bit — you can get 
back to business tomorrow. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): Pushing can some- 
times work in your favor, 
but today it seems going 
full steam ahead could 
burn you out that much 
quicker. You’d be wise to 
take things slowly for the 
day, because if you go too 
far too fast you could wind 
up overwhelmed with the 
effort. 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Finding an even balance 
between your brain and 
your intuition could be 
rather difficult. You may 
feel caught in a dream state 
saying things you don’t 
mean. Think carefully 
before you speak, because 
sticking your foot in your 
mouth is only too easy. 


dent Ronald Reagan’s veto 
of the Civil Rights Resto- 
ration Act. 


In1997, Tara Lipinski, at 
age 14 years and 10 months, 
became the youngest 
ladies’ world figure skating 
champion in Lausanne, 
Switzerland. 


In 2019, special counsel 
Robert Mueller closed his 
Russia investigation with 
no new charges. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


Well, | figured 
out the damage. 
Are you ready to 
write the check? 
|! / Arewegoing ‘ : 
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Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


ACROSS 
1 “Dharma & __” 
5 Actor __ Chaney Jr. 
8 Partin a TV series or movie 
9 Leaves out 
12 Item in a motel room drawer 
13 “Queen of Soul” 
14 Actress Sommer 
15 Rex of “CSI: Miami” 
16 “Men __ Certain Age” 
18 Pub order 
19 Actress Winningham 
20 Sitcom about a deacon 
21 Harness strap 
23 “A Man __”; Vin Diesel vigilante 
action movie 
24“ __ Plus 8” 
25 Actress MacGraw and her 
namesakes 
26 “__ Whisperer” 
28 Mr. Crosby 
29 Outdoor nighttime dance party 
30 “___ the Press” 
32 Suffix for balloon or cartoon 
35 Night we watch the new 
“MacGyver”: abbr. 


G/R/E|G Rm L|O|N| 
(R/O|L|E i O|M| 1 |T|S 


MIA RIE RAIMI E/N 

El 1 [NB A/PIALRIT 
KATIE RM ALI IIs) 
G|H|O|S|7 ME BI LING 

RIA MI EEL TMM I s|T! 

IB/A|RIT MBA BIE E| 

EICILIA| | [REM S|US|AIN 
IS|HIEE|N Mmm || RIO|N 
[AIR] E Mm D| AN] S| 


46/7 


w4UT/ IrDUNne VONTEnLE AGeEncy, LLU 
All Rights Reserved. 





KIDNEWS FUN & GAMES 





et 
“LET 


4/9/17 


36 Brother of Lisa and Maggie 

37 As busy as __ 

38 Iced pastry 

40 Sarandon or Saint James 

41 Actor Martin 

42 “__ Man”; Robert Downey Jr. film 

43 “__ You Smarter Than a 5th 
Grader?” 

44 Blocker and Rather 


DOWN 

Barbecue 

Actor on “NCIS: New Orleans” 
Women’s magazine 

Seventh letter 
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Print your answer here: ek 
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Jumbles: WEARY ~ RIGID 
What does your money become when you 


combine “THE” and “IRS”? — THEIRS 


Check out the new, free JUST JUMBLE app 





WHAT POES YOUR MONEY 
BECOME WHEN YOU COMBINE 
"THE" AND "IRS"? 





Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 


SYNTAX CAUGHT 


Fill in the grid using the clues provided in the direction of the arrows. When complete, unscramble 


the letters in the circles to reveal a mystery word. 


Afternoon 


socials Stunned 


Autocrats 


Residents 


re) 
Canada's 
capital 


"Green 


Folder 
material 


___-Caps 
(candy) 


Ladies' 
club policy 


Gables" 


Berates 





irl 
Actor Greene ‘ 


“The __”; Gregory Peck/Lee 
Remick horror movie 
7 Word with wit or pick 

10 Actor on “Criminal Minds” 

11 “60 Minutes” correspondent who 
died in 2016 

12 Arthur, for one 

13 “Up in the __”; George Clooney 
movie 

15 Singer and actress Abbe __ 

17 “The Atom __ Show”; 1960s 
cartoon series 

19 Barack’s 2012 opponent 

20 Neatas __ 

22 At __; relaxed 

23 Dismounted 

25 Assist in crime 

26 ...DDE, JFK, LBJ, RMN, __.... 

27 Long-eared animals 

30 Atlantic Coast state 

31 Goof 

33 Penn and Lennon 

34 “The Whole __ Yards”; Bruce 
Willis movie 

36 Jethro Bodine’s portrayer 

37 Invisible emanation 

39 Actress Thompson 

40 Caesar, for one 
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Nostrils 





Peeling 


knives Erodes 


War god 


Novelist 
Charles 


European 
carrier 
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QOui's 
opposite 


‘| think,’ in 
texts 
weight 


Actress 

Merrill 
Fleming 
Rider's and others 
seat 


Attends — 
Sicilian 


___ kwon 
do 


© 


Football 
great 
Dawson 


Mil. rank 


Aromatic 
spice 


Writing 
pad 
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Peanuts By Charles M. Schulz Dilbert By Scott Adams 
3 \ 
TRUFFLES ARE WORTH 
TWO HUNORED DOLLARS A POUND, THE COUNTRY THAT 


FUNGUS...A RARE |. |AND ARE HUNTED WITH EITHER IS OUR SINGLE SOURCE 
DELICACY... — ]8| PIGS OR TRUFFLE HOUNDS... FOR ELBONIUM JUST 


DECLARED A TRADE WAR. 
WHAT WILL 

























THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT 
I DID SOME DIGGING 
AND LEARNED THAT 
ELBONIUM ISN’T EVEN 
A REAL THING. 


THE BAD NEWS IS 
THAT YOU PURCHASED 
40 MILLION DOLLARS 
OF IT OVER THE PAST 

THREE YEARS. 






@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 






DILBERT.COM 
3-22-22 2022 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by Andrews McMeel 


ANO If (‘M THE CAPTAIN, I’LL 
TAKE THE TOUGH STANDS 
a IF! HAVETO- _ 


www.doonesbury.com 


- i 1 oan 
SS 4 5 | \ JUST LIKE HOLLIS, 
a 4 A | Ss : Z = Z hes 3 BECAUSE THAT'S 


WHAT LEADERS DO! 
Garfield By Jim Davis 


THOUGHTS IN NATURE! gee a 
THAT USUALLY HELPS ME! fi . 


Sa es lB Rae ; 


THE NEXT DAY DURING LUNCH, TOBY TRIES TO TAKE | 7 \ A LITTLE BREAK 
SOME TIME FOR HERSELF... ! he ee BURT KA 7 AWAY FROM THE 
Ag ny lef 
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Shoe By Gary Brookins & Susie MacNelly By Terry Beatty 
YEAH, MY TWELVE BROTHERS AND \=Zharn HAS RENE AGREED |] We HAVEN'T HEARD | S| BUT WITH SARAH'S DRAWING, \7 


TO MAKE A PUBLIC BACK FROM HIM. BARRY WE DON'T NEED RENE TO_ Fe 
STATEMENT YET & THINKS HE MAY HAVE CONFESS. WE HAVE PROOF _ £2 
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WHAT DID PEOPLE DO TO KILL BOREDOM 
BEFORE IPHONES WERE INVENTED? 
Dm SKIPPED TOWN. =y HEWASLYING. 


eres, 





Judge Parker By Woody Wilson and Mike Manley 


OKAY, PARKER. WHERE’S your 
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AT MY AGE YOU HAVE TO BE-- 
IN ORDER TO MAKE ALL THOSE 
DOCTOR APPOINTMENTS. 
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Kelley & Jeff Parker, Dist. by King 
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HEY, RAT, HAVE YOU SEEN YOU PUT MY 
MY LINE OF CLOTHING THAT DELAWARE-AWARE 
SHOWS MY AWARENESS OF WEAR WHERE 2 
THE STATE JUSTEASTOF / CLOSET. 

MARYLAND 2 Ps 


YOU WANNA TRY 
THIS? IT'S A WEST 
COAST IPA. 


Andrews McMeel Syndication 


QUESTIONS |\G@oetisok mtn Gren 
YOU NEVER my 
HAVE TO ASK 
A TEENAGER 


Funky Winkerbean By Tom Batiuk 


At THE START OF THE || £) OU MUST REALL 
PANDEMIC, WE BEGAN || |}, WKE PEARS! 


GoComics.com/Baldo 
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GOATS ARE SUCH 
CHARACTERS . 


Syndicate 
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Jump Start By Robb Armstrong 
































I WAS HEADED YoU WERE AHEAD poe, | ETN HONEY! COME WASH CAN'T! HENRY'S 
eieur FORA | wit | oF me, qoe.. | THE Spit oF | AROETNE, THE DISHES! 3 | ASLEEP ON MY LAP/ 
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Guys! RALPH WAC 
MURDERED! AM I THE 
ONLY ONE WITH A 
NVA HEART AROUND HERE ? 


he's been So 
emotional, 
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Blondie By Dean Young and John Marshall 


BUMSTEAD, ! HOPE YOU HAVE 
\ GOOD EXCUSE FOR 

> SHOWING UP LATE ~ ! WISH 
AGAIN THIS MORNING }! “nee 


me 


ea 
= 
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For Better Or For Worse By Lynn Johnston 


CROSSWORD 


















































































gives the opposition a chance to make an 
error, the more often will the desired result 
be attained. 

Consider this deal where South is 
declarer at six hearts. The contract cannot 
be made against best defense, yet there 
is areal possibility to make the slam if 
declarer sets the stage properly. 

Let’s say you’re South and win West’s 
king-of-spades lead with the ace, East 
playing the five. You draw three rounds 
of trump and then cash the A-K-Q of 
diamonds and A-K of clubs, ending in your 
hand. 

At this point you lead the six of soades 


Pri Next Doe | | NAWE Foner Yer, A) CPUS SHE WAS EDITED BY RICH NORRIS AND JOYCE NICHOLS LEWIS 
Wr i ‘s : ap = \“ UO Nc Across 50 page support 7 Swedish auto 33 Show the way 
NO Ble g "s ED, 4 1 Give in (to) or concrete 8 Notinclass 34 Baptism 
: : 7 Tastedortested 51 Against today or bris 
Z 14 __ Mae: student the law 9 Se champ 35 Ore-Ida morsel 
s loan group 54 Opera with Phil or Steve 36 “All Things 
15 Mother-of-pear| Desdemona 10 or Considered” 
source 55 Spanish rice ome __ airer 
16 “__| Would dishes 11 Chaney of 39 ee 
| Leave You”: 56 Very tired horror attle site 
PCA a 57 City west of 12 Tolkien talking 40 Cornkernel 
son Dallas ree 41 Charlotte _: 
17 One-named 58 Namesoffour 13 Opus__: “The U.S. Virgin 
Salt the of them begin Da Vinci Code” Islands capital 
| 7 iT} +h] . 
I THINK LARRY “Eoolish” with “New = — 42 os of 
MIGHT HAVE A PROBLEM... 18 Tooktheloss — pown i ee TE euaee 
19 Movie critic 1 Italian cheese 21 Corporal or follow it 
Roger 2 Beach robe private 45 Two under par 
20 MA sy 4 3 JohnofMonty 23 Pumporboot 47 “Lovergirl” singer 
sane Python 24 ass _ vane 
4 Rock’n’ roller 25 Manhattan 49 “Who __is 
22 Sete played dubbed “The sch. coming?” 
DF ine ecore on King 28 No choice for 5] wea brew 
a solo homer 5S Like lo-cal 1 pate 
57 Implied regimens, 30 URL speck 52 Research 
39 bas pale e.g, 31 __ Woodman: Oz site 
30 Singer Shore 6 Shakespeare's traveler 53 Floral ring 
T’LL CALL Hie ‘ “always” 32 Memory unit 54 Some ER cases 
YOUR name is 
— associated |' [* [Pe Mm rPre Peer 
with a major 
iii |6=xLOOkErE 
tournament S as rd 
31 Misosoup |'® CJ | a 
cube ZL 
32 Neighbor- ae 
hood social 
and wha KLE PeP 
and what 
the four 28 29 
sets of ‘_ i | 
circles are? 1 
3 YOU SHOULD 36 eae BB ey yy 
: COME AND efusa 
wat a7 Sete PPE 
THE TAVERN . 
3 TONIGHT. Al rival 
On 38 Cas PE 
Lies nn 6 
/\\ VE one ELT PP EPC Po 
abe 40 “Doubt it” 
MSS EO gee Zan Zeon 
——— z for Moses a ecto = St Set 
46 Golrers PE | OOO) mt Ok 
appoint- CX) CX) 
; Tape) oes EET TOO BETTI TT 
Z r FIRST THING Y 48 San__:San LAL 
Z Ne =—Sowayety’ | | | | | | BE ET 
= Bay city 
. By Alan DerKazarian Tribune Content Agency 3/22/22 
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CAs BRIDGE 
BY STEVE BECKER 
aff f South dealer. and since his only remaining cards are the 
a Both sides oa Q-10-7 of clubs, he must lead one of them. 
Non Sequitur By Wiley Miller aAD4 This allows you to discard a spade from one 
¥Q 1098 hand while you ruff in the other, and the 
) #KQJS5 slam is home. 
pide | & A J | | 
LOOKS LIKE | WEST FAST If West is smart enough to play his queen 
£/ ANGTHER ef e 
5 S 4K0O1072 aj5 when you lead the spade toward dummy, 
} CIVAIN SI By ; r 5; : ; 5 he can defeat you, but it has cost you 
= S ff ; | 2 : ' ' ' 
PROBLEM = I Z 9832 #010765 nothing to present him with an opportunity 
2 Wj : SOUTH to make an error. 
: yWW/1 4563 West has a very difficult decision to make 
. \ f i ; . ri x when you lead the spade. From his point of 
I] WLI mReGneTNLANIE ANT — &KA view, he should play the ten if he thinks you 
ne oat Noa ii started with the J-6-3, and the queen if he 
out est ort ast _f. 
YOURE WATCH ING Tel 1 HATE TO BURST 1UST A BUNCHA GUYS | | NOW, TAKE BATMAN INT Pass 2% Pass ones : pprreaihieinai ~ ie 
TLING 7 YOUR LE, BU \N DUMB COSTUMES HE'S A REAL GUY 24 Pass 69 , , 
WRESTLING AIN'T PLAYING A PART! WITH REAL PROBLEMS ! Opening lead — king of spades. at least he should be given the chance to 
As ye sow, go astray. Lots of points — 1,530 of them — 
WA so shall ye rea ride on his decision. 
ue [7 Part of the skill of good declarer play Tomorrow: Doing what comes 
Ly — consists of inducing your opponents to unnaturally. 
J oy make errors. The more often a declarer JUMBLE 


BY DAVID HOYT AND JEFF KNUREK 





Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


~ Tie the ships 
together, and we'll 
pillage it on shore. px _ 


(Hv) 


1 Can youl 







I'M CROCHETING 


OH, \ VOT THEM OW 
A OILY, NELSON, 


THINGS To MAKE 
THEM LOOK NICE. 


WHAT at 






WHAT ARE 
YOU MAKING, 
GRAMMA? 


KINVS OF 
THINGS, 





eae 


THE PIRATE SHIP ON 
WHICH BLACKBEARD AND 
HIS CREW SAILED WAS A --- 


Now arrange the circled letters 









TBINET 


C) | Cd | 
NA NZ 


Get the free JUST JUMBLE app - Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble 









©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC to form the surprise answer, as 

eee oeeee ee "ONL MES. TOOMEK_.) toward dummy’s 9-4, and West, who holds Al Rights Reserved. suggested by the above cartoon. 
CK? ZB the Q-10 of spades, must decide whichof | Print your ‘ 
ON Mir BACK 4 oa answerhere: _k A KJ” LX KD 


them to play. 
If he makes the normal play of the ten, 
you make the slam! East wins with the jack, 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jumbles: TOKEN DOILY LAGOON BUTTER 
Answer: They added up the costs to repair the math 
teacher's car and then — TOTALED IT 


Yesterday's 


TODAY'S SUDOKU ANSWER TO PREVIOUS 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
Complete the grid so each 


row, column and 3-by-3 box [A]R[U]BIAI IS|A|M| S| 
in bold borders) contains IDJO|N]O|R| IC} L{O]T| 
every digit,1to 9 Forstrate- O/ETAlD|ClE|N|TIE|R Mm A|LID|A 
gies on how to solve Sudoku, MIY[E[R{S| IC}ATRIM{E|L| 
visit www.sudoku.org.uk ID/R[o|P|PlE[DIcla]L[L 
I {S|OBBBBR/ AEB RIE[N|T |S, 
PIRIE|L|A|Wig T/R] 1 [0] 
DIE/BITIC/E} IL] I (NIG) 


zitscomics.com 
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Nominate and 
vote for your 


You can vote in more than 200 categories. 


May the best businesses win! 


Courant.com/bestof 
Voting ends 4/24/22 


CTNOW 





OF 


GREATE 





HARTFORD 


ctnow.com/ 


e Toro Azteca 


e Peppercorns 
e Jar & Bar 


e Ichiro 

¢ Capital Grille 

e Republic Gastropu 

e Republic at the Linden 





yy Ey 
$32.22 


~ AND/OR ~ 


$42.22° 


od od 1) Mt od 1. 0-1 0) 





| DISNEY WORLD AT 50 
h 
| THE STORIES OF HOW WALT S KINGDOM 


F BECAME MAGICAL IN ORLANDO 


EXTENDED 


% a os 
; b 
a n wi 
an q ~ _ 


OFF, 


Disney World at 50 


Celebrate the rich and 
fascinating history of Disney 
World with this stunning 
retrospective, featuring original 
coverage and over 100 photos 
from our archives. 





TRIBUNE | 


Shop now at 
tribpub.com/disneybook 
or call (866) 545-3534 





Offer valid through 3/26/22. 


SIGNATURE 
WINTER DISHES 


SPECIAL 
PRIX FIXE 


Mel hd et Col el ax- 





Menus 


e First and Last Tavern 
e Parkville Market 
e Rebel Dog 





dt *Some prices may differ slightly and not all restaurants offering lunch. Please check ctnow.com/tasteofhartford for 


more details. Reservations are strongly recommended and dining prices are available only for special Taste dinner 
menus. Price does not include tax, beverages and gratuity and cannot be combined with any other offers. 

















RED SOX 


Cora focused on improving 
club’s poor infield defense 


By Jason Mastrodonato 
Boston Herald 


FORT MYERS, Fla. — When 
manager Alex Cora sat down with 
infield coach Carlos Febles and the 
rest of his coaching staff after the 
2021 season, they discussed what 
part of their defense most needed 
upgrading. 

They landed on first-step quick- 
ness. 

From left to right, Rafael Devers, 
Xander Bogaerts, Christian Arroyo/ 
Kiké Hernandez and Bobby Dalbec 
struggled as an infield unit in 2021. 
Measured by defensive runs saved, 
the Sox were negative-14 at third 


base, negative-3 at shortstop, plus-6 
at second and negative-14 at first 
base. 

By creating a plan focused on 
being faster and more prepared 
with their first step, the Red Sox 
think they can get more out of their 
infield this year. 

“We touched based with them 
in November in our exit meetings, 
some things that they needed to 
do,” Cora said. “Strength and condi- 
tioning and explosive things that 
you know (the training staff) put 
together for certain guys, and you 
can tell. 


Turn to Sox, Page 4 
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CLOE POISSON/SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 


PRESSURE SITUATION 


UConn’s Paige Bueckers, left, and Olivia Nelson-Ododa double-team Central Florida’s Masseny Kaba in the first half of Monday night’s second-round 
game of the NCAA Tournament at Gampel Pavilion in Storrs. The winner heads to the Sweet 16 on Saturday in Bridgeport to face Indiana. The Huskies’ 
game wasn’t over in time for this edition. For the result and story, go to courant.com/sports. 





Trevor Story should help shore 

up the Red Sox’s infield defense, 
though he’s moving from shortstop 
to second base, a position he 
hasn’t played since 2015 as aminor 
leaguer. NICK WASS/AP 


YANKEES 





HIGH SCHOOL 
HOCKEY 


A long 
time 
coming 


Wethersfield takes 
Division II crown 


over North Haven for 
its Ist title in 16 years 


By Lori Riley 
Hartford Courant 


HAMDEN — The Wethers- 
field hockey team watched alot 
of film of its three-goal loss to 
North Haven on Feb. 26, the last 
game of the regular season. 

What the Eagles found was 
that they were beaten to the 
puck. A lot. 

Coach Dennis Tulimieri 
stressed that he would prefer 
that did not happen again in the 
Division II state championship 
game against North Haven, 
winner of 21 straight. 

It didn’t. 

Wethersfield took a two-goal 
lead into the third period, 
added a power-play goal in the 
last minute and won 3-0 over 
top-seeded North Haven on 
Monday night for the Eagles’ 
first state title in 16 years at the 
People’s United Center at Quin- 
nipiac. 

“I forgot how good it feels,” 
Tulimieri said, laughing. 

Junior Jack Millen scored 
the first goal with 6:53 left in 
the second period, and senior 
Colby Quinn added another 
goal during a power play with 
1:05 left. Senior William McCa- 
rter scored the last goal with 
1:17 left in the game on another 
power play. 

Wethersfield’s sophomore 
goalkeeper Matt Ruck made 28 
saves, including 11 in the third 
period. 

“Our defense had a great 
game today. We backchecked 
like hell. Our team played amaz- 
ing,’ Ruck said. “My defense 
had my back. They cleared 
out the pucks, cleared out the 
people to make it easier, and I 
just made the saves. 

“T stayed calm. I stayed in my 
groove. I was like, ‘If I don’t let 
in any more goals, we’ll win a 
state championship’ ” 

Jared Anderson made 20 
saves for North Haven (23-3), 
which outshot Wethersfield, 
28-23. 

“T have a lot of faith in our 
players,’ Tulimieri said. “We 
just put it in their hands. You 
work hard, you do the things 
we ask of you, you will get the 
rewards. I told them the only 


Turn to Hockey, Page 2 


Taillon, Severino provide 
good news for rotation 


By Mark Didtler 


Associated Press 


TAMPA, Fla. — The New York 
Yankees are getting good news 
about the rotation behind ace 
Gerrit Cole. 

Jameson Taillon became the 
second starter in two days coming 
offan injury to have a positive first 
spring training start. 

Taillon, who had offseason 
surgery to repair a right ankle 
tendon, went two scoreless 
innings Monday in the Yankees’ 
5-2 win over the Philadelphia 
Phillies. 

“I’m definitely in a better spot 


Inside 


Max Scherzer throws five innings 
in soring debut, with Mets fans 
finally behind him. Page 4 


than before the surgery,” Taillon 
said. “It’s still feeling like there’s 
some things I can do in the train- 
ing room and some things I can do 
in the weight room with like my 
running progression and jumping 
and things like that. But I was ina 
much worse place last year.” 
Righthander Luis Severino, 


Turn to Yankees, Page 4 


Safety Tip of the Day 


As the hours of sunrise and sunset change, protect 


your vision by keeping your windows clean, including the 


outside and the inside of your windshield. 


riscassi-davis.com 


RIB] RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


131 Oak Street * Hartford, Connecticut 
860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 
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SPORTS 


UP NEXT 

UConn WBB: NCAA 
Sweet 16 (if necessary) 
vs. Princeton/Indiana, 
Saturday, time TBD; 
NCAA Elite Eight (if 
necessary) vs. TBD, March 
28, time TBD; NCAA Final 
Four (if necessary) vs. 
TBD, April 1, time TBD 
Celtics: Jazz, Wednesday, 
7:30 p.m.; Timberwolves, 
Sunday, 6 p.m.; at 
Raptors, Monday, 

7:30 p.m. 

Knicks: Hawks, Tuesday, 
7:30 p.m.; at Hornets, 
Wednesday, 7 p.m.; at 
Heat, Friday, 8 p.m. 
Nets: at Grizzlies, 
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.; at 
Heat, Saturday, 8 p.m.; 
Hornets, Sunday, 7:30 
p.m. 

Bruins: Lightning, 
Thursday, 7 p.m.; 
Islanders, Saturday, 
12:30 p.m.; Maple Leafs, 
March 29, 7 p.m. 
Rangers: at Devils, 
Tuesday, 7 p.m.; Penguins, 
Friday, 7 p.m.; Sabres, 
Sunday, 5 p.m. 

Wolf Pack: Springfield, 
Wednesday, 7 p.m.; 
Springfield, Friday, 7 0.m.; 
Hershey, Saturday, 7 p.m. 


TV/RADIO 
BASEBALL 

1p.m.: Yankees at Blue 
Jays. (Live) MLB 

4p.m.: Northwestern at 
Notre Dame. (Live) ACC 
4p.m.: Reds at Dodgers. 
(Live) MLB 
BASKETBALL 

7p.m.: NIT St. 
Bonaventure at Virginia. 
(Live) ESPN 

7 p.m.: CBI First Semifinal. 
(Live) ESPN2 

7:30 p.m.: Hawks at 
Knicks. (Live) TNT 

9 p.m.: NIT Vanderbilt at 
Xavier. (Live) ESPN 

9:30 p.m.: CBI Basketball 
Tournament Semifinal. 
(Live) ESPN2 

10 p.m.: Clippers at 
Nuggets. (Live) TNT 
GOLF 

8 a.m.: Ladies Euro Tour 
Aramco Saudi Ladies 
International, Third 
Round. (Same-day Tape) 
GOLF 

10 a.m.: Ladies Euro Tour 
Aramco Saudi Ladies 
International, Final Round. 
(Same-day Tape) GOLF 
HOCKEY 

7 p.m.: Rangers at Devils. 
(Live) MSG 

LACROSSE 

5 p.m.: Women’s College 
Stony Brook at Brown. 
(Live) NESN 

7 p.m.: Boston University 
at Harvard. (Live) NESN 
SOFTBALL 

7p.m.: Liberty at Virginia. 
(Live) ACC 

7p.m.: Oklahoma at 
Kentucky. (Live) SEC 
TENNIS 

11a.m.: Miami Open, WTA 
Ist Round. (Live) TENNIS 


Hockey 


from Page 1 


thing I would be disap- 
pointed in is if they didn’t 
put out the effort. They 
put out the effort, and 
look at the results. 

“Tonight, what we 
told them was we have 
to sprint to that puck. We 
have to be more aggres- 
sive to the puck than we 
were the first game. We 
studied the heck out of 
the first game. We found 
out we were allowing 
them to win the races to 
the puck. We were not 
going to let that happen 
tonight.” 

North Haven controlled 
play in the first period, but 
the momentum shifted 
in the second, especially 
after the first goal. 

“It was our goal 
coming into this season, 
and we worked super 
hard to achieve this goal,” 
Quinn said. “We skated a 
lot harder. We were a lot 
more motivated. 

“Being the underdog 
made us more motivated 
to win every battle and 
win this game.” 


BRUINS 


KNICKS 


Young, Hawks can push NY further 
from play-in tournament contention 


By Stefan Bondy 
New York Daily News 


About 10 months after 
his Broadway bow, Atlanta 
Hawks guard Trae Young 
has a chance to bury the 
Knicks again. 

It’s not the same magni- 
tude as the playoffs, but 
a loss to the Hawks on 
Tuesday night would send 
the Knicks into a hole so 
deep the play-in tourna- 
ment can be tossed into the 
Hudson River. As it stands, 
the Knicks (30-41) are five 
games behind the Hawks 
(35-36) for the final play-in 
spot with 11 to play. 

A Knicks loss Tues- 
day would make it a 
six-game deficit with 10 
games remaining, while 
also clinching the Knicks 


a losing record after last 
season’s surge to the fourth 
seed. (The Knicks could 
also mathematically over- 
take Charlotte or the Nets 
for a play-in spot, but 
their clearest path, albeit 
unlikely, is beating out 
Atlanta.) 

Young hasn’t played at 
Madison Square Garden 
since morphing into a 
supervillain during last 
year’s playoffs, when the 
NYC crowd serenaded the 
point guard with “F—- Trae 
Young” chants. He was in 
COVID-19 protocols for the 
Hawks’ first appearance 
this season on Christmas, 
which ended with a Knicks 
win and a Kemba Walker 
triple-double. 

Young has since flashed 
his propensity for thrilling 


performances, scoring over 
40 points on six occasions 
since New Year’s Day. He’s 
fifth in the NBA in points 
per game, trailing only Joel 
Embiid, LeBron James, 
Giannis Antetokounmpo 
and Luka Doncic. 

Young embraced his 
role as resident New York 
villain, even appearing at 
a WWE show in Septem- 
ber to choke Rey Mysterio 
and get booed by the MSG 
crowd. 

But the rivalry lost some 
juice because the Knicks 
and the Hawks have both 
disappointed this season. 

Atlanta, which made a 
shocking run to the East- 
ern Conference finals last 
year, is struggling just to 
reach .500. It fell to the Peli- 
cans on Sunday and is miss- 


ing power forward John 
Collins, who is out indefi- 
nitely with a plantar fasci- 
itis tear. 

Kevin Knox, who was 
acquired from the Knicks 
in a January trade for Cam 
Reddish, hasn’t cracked the 
rotation, playing sparingly 
with the Hawks as he did 
under Tom Thibodeau with 
the Knicks. 

The Knicks, mean- 
while, are plunging 
toward another crossroads 
summer, without cap 
space and without a clear 
direction. But they have 
the opportunity Tuesday 
to exact a small measure 
of revenge against the 
fanbase’s No. 1 enemy, and 
maybe avoid Young getting 
the last laugh at MSG for a 
second straight year. 





Celtics guard Derrick White waits for the ball as forward Al Horford b 
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Gilgeous-Alexander Monday night in Oklahoma City. KYLE PHILLIPS /AP 


CELTICS 


locks a shot by Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai 


Williams, Smart miss 





By Mark Murphy 
Boston Herald 


OKLAHOMA CITY — As has been 
the case occasionally this season, Celt- 
ics center Rob Williams was given 
Monday night off to rest his right knee 
because of a chronic case of patellar 
tendinopathy. 

But coach Ime Udoka said that 
despite this being the Celtics’ third 
game in four nights, Williams’ scratch 
was unexpected. 

“Tt wasn’t planned. He had a flare-up 
with some tendinitis, specifically on 
the lob play last night,” said the Celt- 
ics coach. “I saw when it happened. 
Jumped off the wrong leg and I saw 
him rubbing it, and it flared up a little 
bit, so giving him the night off” 

Udoka said he doesn’t expect 
Williams’ absence to last more than 
one game — an important note, 
considering that the Celtics host Rudy 
Gobert and Utah on Wednesday night. 

“Nah, you wouldn’t think so. He’d 
had some tendinitis issues,” he said. 
“Tt usually calms down pretty quickly.” 


Point guard Marcus Smart, who 
played in Sunday’s win in Denver 
despite suffering from a sinus infec- 
tion, was also given the night off. 

‘Just a little illness. It acted up late 
in the game,” said Udoka. “Obviously 
he went out, but it’s something that 
should be short term as well, just a 
flare-up of sinuses, or whatever you 
want to call it.” 


Tatum player of week: Celtics forward 
Jayson Tatum didn’t just get his third 
Eastern Conference player of the 
week award of the season — it was 
his second this month. He joins Larry 
Bird and Kevin Garnett as the only 
Celtics to win the honor three times 
in one season. Tatum has now had two 
straight seasons of winning the honor 
three times. 

This time the Celtics star averaged 
29.3 points, 7.7 rebounds and 5.0 assists 
in games against the Warriors, Kings 
and Nuggets — all on the four-game 
road trip that ended Monday night in 
Oklahoma City. He shot 59.2% overall 
and 57.1% from 3-point range (16 for 


game against Thunder 


28) over that stretch. 


Nesmith returns: After a number 
of starts and stops, Aaron Nesmith 
returned to action following a seven- 
game absence due to a right ankle 
sprain. Though there’s no such 
thing as good timing with an injury, 
Nesmith’s had been particularly 
snakebitten, coming at a time when 
he would have received some much- 
needed playing time. 

But the absence of Smart and 
Williams freed up some minutes 
Monday night for the second-year 
wing against Oklahoma City. 

“No restrictions,” Udoka said of 
Nesmith’s status. “He went through 
his progression. He was up and down, 
so he’d be pain free one day and then 
be more sore the next day, and he had 
a really good day today. So nothing as 
far as minute-wise. It’s just a pain-tol- 
erance thing. That’s what it’s kind of 
been, him cutting certain directions, 
and now he feels comfortable with 
that. We’re good throwing him out 
there. 
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The Nets’ Ben Simmons, who 
has yet to play this season, 
has a herniated disk. 
SARAH STIER/GETTY 


NETS 


Nash still 
optimistic 
Simmons 
will play 
this season 


By Brian Mahoney 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Ben 
Simmons has a herniated 
disk, but Brooklyn Nets 
coach Steve Nash said he 
still believes he can play this 
season. 

Simmons had an epidural 
recently that Nash said he 
believed had relieved some 
of the pain in his back. Nash 
had revealed that step after 
it happened last week, but 
hadn’t disclosed the nature 
of Simmons’ injury until 
Monday, when he confirmed 
a report by The Athletic. 

Nash had previously only 
said pain in Simmons’ back 
flared up sometime after 
the Nets acquired him from 
Philadelphia on Feb 10. 

“I’m not sure when they 
recognized it was beyond 
like a regular back flareup 
and a herniated disk or 
whatnot,” Nash said before 
the Nets played the Utah 
Jazz on Monday night. 

He said the herniated disk 
is an injury Simmons had 
earlier in his career. 

Simmons is still not even 
practicing, but Nash hasn’t 
given up hope the former 
No. 1 pick can get on the 
court this season. 

“Yeah, I don’t think it 
changes the outcome neces- 
sarily. We still have high 
hopes that he can come 
back,” Nash said. “He’s had 
moments during his rehab 
where he’s on the court 
doing some things and it 
looks like he’s about to turn 
a corner, and then there’s a 
little setback. So I still feel 
optimistic that he can play 
for us.” 

Time is running out, 
though. The Nets had only 
10 games left after Monday, 
followed by perhaps one 
or two in the play-in tour- 
nament it appears they’ll 
have to get through to reach 
the playoffs. Nash said he 
doesn’t think there’s a point 
the Nets would feel was too 
late for Simmons to still 
make a difference, even after 
being inactive all season. 

“T think if he’s able to get 
back to playing, I think we’d 
want to incorporate him at 
any point,’ Nash said. 

Nash said he believed 
Simmons had been train- 
ing hard throughout this 
season in Philadelphia 
before the trade, and then 
his back problems returned 
and haven’t been able to be 
controlled enough since to 
get him back on the court. 

Nash had his own back 
problems at the end of his 
Hall of Fame playing career, 
though said all back issues 
were different so he couldn’t 
speak much to Simmons’. 

“You just never know. 
You never know how he 
responds,” Nash said. “He 
can feel great and turn a 
corner in the next week or 
so, or it could be a longer- 
term thing. So we just have 
to be patient and see how it 
goes.” 


DeBrusk is staying put, signs extension with Boston 


By Jimmy Golen 


Associated Press 


BOSTON — Boston Bruins 
forward Jake DeBrusk agreed a 
two-year, $8 million contract exten- 
sion Monday, hours before the NHL 
trade deadline, an abrupt change 
in direction for a player who had 
requested a trade and been shopped 
around for months. 

General manager Don Sweeney 


said conversations about DeBrusk 
continued with teams until the 
3 p.m. deadline, but having him 
signed for two more years gave 
the team more options and sends a 
signal to him that he’s valued. 

“We could have moved him prior 
to the deadline. We could revisit this 
in the summertime,” Sweeney said. 
“He could also go forward — most 
importantly — with just playing 
hockey and realizing he’s a big part 


of our team.” 

The Bruins entered Monday 
night’s game against the Montreal 
Canadiens with 81 points, solidly 
in fourth place in the Atlantic Divi- 
sion. 

DeBrusk, 25, has 15 goals and 11 
assists this season. In his five-year 
NHL career, he has 82 goals and 78 
assists. 

“The impact he can have on a 
hockey club, I think we believe 


in,’ Sweeney said. “I sent a clear 
message to Jake, and he sent one to 
us, that he just wants to play hockey. 
The bottom line is, he knows he’s an 
important part and ifhe plays to his 
capability, he’s going to help us out.” 

Two days after acquiring defen- 
seman Hampus Lindholm from 
Anaheim and one day after signing 
him to an eight-year contract exten- 
sion, the Bruins made another move 
to shore up the defense, acquiring 


Josh Brown from Ottawa. Boston 
also gets a conditional seventh- 
round draft pick in exchange for 
sending Zach Senyshyn and a fifth- 
rounder to the Senators. 

Brown, 28, has six assists this 
season while averaging 13:59 in ice 
time. Sweeney said he would have 
liked to add more depth on the blue 
line, which was one of Boston’s 
weaknesses during recent playoff 
runs. 


SCOREBOARD 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC W L PCT 
Philadelphia 43 27 .614 
Boston 44 28 .611 
Toronto 40 31 .563 
Brooklyn 37 34 .521 
New York 30 41 = .423 
SOUTHEAST W L PCT 
y-Miami 47 24 .662 
Charlotte 37 35 .514 
Atlanta 35 36 .493 
Washington 30 40 .429 
Orlando 19 53 .264 
CENTRAL W L PCT 
Milwaukee 44 27 .620 
Chicago 41 29 .586 
Cleveland 41 31  .569 
Indiana 25 47 .347 
Detroit 19 52 .268 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

SOUTHWEST W L PCT 
Memphis 49 23 .681 
Dallas 43 28 .606 
New Orleans 30 42 .417 
San Antonio 28 44 .389 
Houston 17 54 .239 
NORTHWEST W L PCT 
Utah 45 26 .634 
Minnesota 42 30. .583 
Denver 42 30 .583 
Portland 26 44 .371 
Oklahoma City 20 51 = .282 
PACIFIC W L PCT 
x-Phoenix 58 14. .806 
Golden State 47 24 .662 
L.A. Clippers 36 37 .493 
L.A. Lakers 31 41 .431 
Sacramento 25 48 .342 


x-Clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 


MONDAY’S RESULTS 

Charlotte 106, New Orleans 103 
L.A. Lakers 131, Cleveland 120 
Portland at Detroit, late 

Miami at Philadelphia, late 
Utah at Brooklyn, late 

Boston at Oklahoma City, late 
Toronto at Chicago, late 
Washington at Houston, late 
Minnesota at Dallas, late 


TUESDAY’S GAMES 

Golden State at Orlando, 7p.m. 
Atlanta at New York, 7:30p.m. 
Chicago at Milwaukee, 8p.m. 
L.A. Clippers at Denver, 10p.m. 


WEDNESDAY’S GAMES 

Atlanta at Detroit, 7p.m. 

New York at Charlotte, 7p.m. 
Sacramento at Indiana, 7p.m. 
Brooklyn at Memphis, 7:30p.m. 
Golden State at Miami, 7:30p.m. 
Utah at Boston, 7:30p.m. 
Orlando at Oklahoma City, 8p.m. 
Phoenix at Minnesota, 8p.m. 
Houston at Dallas, 8:30p.m. 


Philadelphia at L.A. Lakers, 10p.m. 


San Antonio at Portland, 10p.m. 


THURSDAY’S GAMES 

Cleveland at Toronto, 7:30p.m. 
Chicago at New Orleans, 8p.m. 
Indiana at Memphis, 8p.m. 
Washington at Milwaukee, 8p.m. 
Phoenix at Denver, 9p.m. 


SUNDAY’S RESULTS 

Indiana 129, Portland 98 

Memphis 122, Houston 98 

New Orleans 117, Atlanta 112 
Orlando 90, Oklahoma City 85 
Phoenix 127, Sacramento 124, OT 
Utah 108, New York 93 

San Antonio 110, Golden State 108 
Toronto 93, Philadelphia 88 
Boston 124, Denver 104 


GB 


TENNIS 


BNP PARIBAS OPEN 


Sunday at Indian Wells Tennis Garden, 
Indian Wells, Calif., hardcourt outdoors 


MEN’S SINGLES, CHAMPIONSHIP 


#20Taylor Fritz d. #4Rafael Nadal, 


6-3, 7-6(5). 


ATP SINGLES RANKINGS 

1. Daniil Medvedev, Russia 

2. Novak Djokovic, Serbia 

3. Alexander Zverev, Germany 

4. Rafael Nadal, Spain 

5. Stefanos Tsitsipas, Greece 

6. Matteo Berrettini, Italy 

7. Andrey Rublev, Russia 

8. Casper Ruud, Norway 

9. Felix Auger-Aliassime, Canada 
10. Jannik Sinner, Italy 

11. Hubert Hurkacz, Poland 

12. Cameron Norrie, Great Britain 
13. Denis Shapovalov, Canada 
14. Diego Schwartzman, Argentina 
15,. Roberto Bautista Agut, Spain 
16., Pablo Carreno Busta, Spain 
17. Reilly Opelka, USA 

18. Nikoloz Basilashvili, Georgia 
19. Carlos Alcaraz, Spain 

20. Taylor Fritz, USA 

21. Lorenzo Sonego, Italy 

22. Aslan Karatsev, Russia 

23. John Isner, USA 

24. Marin Cilic, Croatia 

25. Cristian Garin, Chile 


WTA SINGLES RANKINGS 

1. Ashleigh Barty, Australia 

2. Iga Swiatek, Poland 

3. Maria Sakkari, Greece 

4. Barbora Krejcikova, Cz Rep 

5. Aryna Sabalenka, Belarus 

6. Paula Badosa, Spain 

7. Anett Kontaveit, Estonia 

8. Karolina Pliskova, Cz Rep 

9. Garbine Muguruza, Spain 

10. Ons Jabeur, Tunisia 

11. Danielle Collins, U.S. 

12. Jelena Ostapenko, Latvia 
13. Emma Raducanu, Britain 

14. Ana. Pavlyuchenkova, Russia 
15. Angelique Kerber, Germany 
16. Victoria Azarenka, Belarus 
17. Coco Gauff, U.S. 

18. Elena Rybakina, Kazakhstan 
19. Simona Halep, Romania 

20. Elina Svitolina, Ukraine 

21. Jessica Pegula, U.S. 

22. Leylah Fernandez, Canada 
23. Veronika Kudermetova, Russia 
24. Elise Mertens, Belgium 

25. Tamara Zidansek, Slovenia 


8,615 
8,465 
i,015 
6,515 
6,325 
4,928 
4,590 
i Fe i bs: 
3,883 
3,495 
3,468 
3,305 
3,020 
2,660 
2,480 
2,220 
2,156 
2,121 
2,056 
2,010 
1,937 
1,933 
1,801 
1,785 
1,716 


7,980 
5,776 
5,085 
5,033 
4,862 
4,790 
4,686 
4,252 
3,190 
2,975 
2911 
2,860 
2,699 
2,473 
2,352 
2,336 
2,280 
2,261 
2,221 
2,216 
2,215 
2,171 
2,035 
1,950 
1,931 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL TUESDAY 


FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG 
Virginia 3% at St. Bonaventure 
at Xavier 3% Vanderbilt 
UTEP 42 Southern Utah 
WEDNESDAY 

Texas A&M 2" Wake Forest 
BYU 3 Washington St. 
Fresno State 13. Youngstown St. 
THURSDAY 

Arizona 2 Houston 
Villanova 5 Michigan 
Gonzaga 9 Arkansas 
Texas Tech 1 Duke 
FRIDAY 

UCLA 2 North Carolina 
Purdue 122 St. Peter’s 
Kansas Th Providence 
Miami 2" lowa State 
NBA TUESDAY 
FAVORITE LINE O0/U UNDERDOG 
Golden State 8% (217) atOrlando 
Atlanta 2 (225) at New York 
at Milwaukee 6% (232) Chicago 
at Denver 6% (219%) LA Clippers 
NHL TUESDAY 
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE 
at Washington -128 St. Louis +106 
at Carolina -118 TampaBay ~ -102 
at Pittsburgh -280 Columbus +225 
NY Rangers -196 at New Jersey +162 
at NY Islanders off Ottawa off 
at Detroit -126 Philadelphia +105 
at Winnipeg -130 Vegas +108 
at Dallas -144 Edmonton (+120 
at Calgary -245 San Jose +198 
at Arizona -114 Seattle -105 
at Los Angeles -120 Nashville +100 


For the latest odds, go to 
FanDuel Sportsbook, 
https://sportsbook.fanduel.com/ 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC GPW L OT PTS GF GA 
Florida 62 42 14 6 90 254 180 
Tampa Bay 61 39 16 6 84 205 174 
Toronto 62 39 18 5 83 229 189 
Boston 63 39 19 5 83 191 169 
Detroit 62 25 30 7 57 178 232 
Buffalo 63 22 33 8 52 167 220 
Ottawa 62 22 35 5 49 162 204 
Montreal 63 17 3610 44 160 238 
METRO. GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Carolina 62 41 15 6 88 203 148 
N.Y. Rangers 63 40 18 5 85 189 160 
Pittsburgh 63 38 16 9 85 205 167 
Washington 64 35 1910 80 214 180 
Columbus 63 32 28 3 67 210 234 
N.Y. Islanders 60 26 25 9 61 162 166 
Philadelphia 62 20 3111 51 156 214 
New Jersey 62 22 35 5 49 188 226 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

CENTRAL GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Colorado 62 44 13 5 93 241 173 
St. Louis 61 34 18 9 77 217 173 
Minnesota 60 36 20 4 76 225 196 
Nashville 62 36 22 4 76 204 175 
Dallas 61 34 24 3 71 179 182 
Winnipeg 63 29 2410 68 197 198 
Chicago 63 22 32 9 53 167 219 
Arizona 62 20 38 4 44 162 224 
PACIFIC GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Calgary 62 38 16 8 84 215 149 
LosAngeles 64 34 22 8 76 182 181 
Edmonton 62 35 23 4 74 212 196 
Vegas 64 34 26 4 72 205 194 
Vancouver 64 30 26 8 68 183 186 
Anaheim 64 27 2611 65 183 204 
San Jose 62 27 27 8 62 163 195 
Seattle 63 19 38 6 44 164 226 


NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 


for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 


MONDAY’S RESULTS 
Boston 3, Montreal 2 (OT) 
Vegas at Minnesota, late 
Edmonton at Colorado, late 
Nashville at Anaheim, late 


TUESDAY’S GAMES 

Columbus at Pittsburgh, 7p.m. 
N.Y. Rangers at New Jersey, 7p.m. 
St. Louis at Washington, 7p.m. 
Tampa Bay at Carolina, 7p.m. 
Ottawa at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30p.m. 
Philadelphia at Detroit, 7:30p.m. 
Vegas at Winnipeg, 8p.m. 
Edmonton at Dallas, 8:30p.m. 

San Jose at Calgary, 9p.m. 
Seattle at Arizona, 10p.m. 
Nashville at Los Angeles, 10:30p.m. 


WEDNESDAY’S GAMES 

New Jersey at Toronto, 7p.m. 
Pittsburgh at Buffalo, 7:30p.m. 
Vancouver at Colorado, 9:30p.m. 
Chicago at Anaheim, 10p.m. 


THURSDAY’S GAMES 

Dallas at Carolina, 7p.m. 
Florida at Montreal, 7p.m. 
Tampa Bay at Boston, 7p.m. 
Detroit at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30p.m. 
Ottawa at Winnipeg, 8p.m. 
Philadelphia at St. Louis, 8p.m. 
Vancouver at Minnesota, 8p.m. 
San Jose at Edmonton, 9p.m. 
Chicago at Los Angeles, 10p.m. 
Nashville at Vegas, 10p.m. 


SUNDAY’S RESULTS 
Philadelphia 2, N.Y. Islanders 1 
Dallas 3, Washington 2 

N.Y. Rangers 2, Carolina 0 

San Jose 4, Arizona 2 
Winnipeg 6, Chicago 4 

Buffalo 3, Vancouver 2 (OT) 


GOALTENDING LEADERS 


GOALS AGAINST AVERAGE GP GA GAA 


Igor Shesterkin 


NYR 41 81 2.05 


Frederik Andersen CAR 42 85 2.06 
Jacob Markstrom CGY 48 98 2.06 


Tristan Jarry PIT 49 110 2.28 
Ilya Sorokin NYI 41 93 2.29 
Andrei Vasilevskiy TBL 48 114 2.36 
Vitek Vanecek WSH 32 70. 2.37 


Darcy Kuemper 
Jake Oettinger 


COL 43 97 2.41 
DAL 34 78 2.47 


Juuse Saros NSH 52 127 2.47 
Sergei Bobrovsky FLA 41 102 2.57 
Jack Campbell TOR 40 101 2.65 


Thatcher Demko VAN 52 


134 2.68 


Jonathan Quick LA 35 93 2.70 


GOALS ALLOWED TEAM GA SV_ §S 
Vitek Vanecek WSH 70 781 851 
AntonForsberg OTT 77 862 939 
Jake Oettinger DAL 78 868 946 
Igor Shesterkin NYR 811230 1311 
Linus Ullmark BOS 82 816 898 
Frederik Andersen CAR 851094 1179 
Ilya Samsonov WSH_ 90 811 901 
through Sunday 


MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER 

EASTERN W L T PT GF GA 
Philadelphia 3 01410 7 2 
Columbus 202 8 10 5 
Chicago 202 8 5 1 
N.Y. Red Bulls 2131 7 8 4 
Orlando City 2141 ##%7 4 2 
Atlanta 2141 #7 8 8 
D.C. United 220 6 5 4 
Cincinnati 220 6 5 8 
New YorkCityFC 121 4 4 4 
New England 12414 6 8 
Toronto FC 121 4 5 8 
Charlotte FC 13 03 4 7 
CF Montréal 03 1 1 #5 11 
Inter Miami CF 03 1 #1 #2 «10 
WESTERN W L T PT GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 3 0110 9 2 
Real Salt Lake 3 0110 6 3 
Minnesota United 2 0 2 8 4 2 
Austin FC 2141 # #711 3 
FC Dallas 21417 7 3 
Colorado 2117 6 4 
LA Galaxy 220 6 4 4 
Houston li2zs5s53s3 3 
Portland 1 it25 8 7 
Seattle 12 1 4 4 5 
Nashville 1214 3 #5 
Kansas City 1320 3 2 8 
San Jose 0311 4 9 
Vancouver 03141 2 9 
Three points for win, one point for tie. 
SATURDAY’S MATCHES 

Cincinnati at Charlotte FC, 5 p.m. 

Real Salt Lake at Sporting KC, 7 p.m. 
SUNDAY’S MATCH 

Orlando City at Portland, 4 p.m. 
SUNDAY’S RESULTS 

Columbus 1, N.Y. Red Bulls 1 

Seattle 1, Austin FC 1 

Los Angeles FC 3, Vancouver 1 
ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

CLUB GP W D_ LGF GA PT 
Man City 29 22 4 3 68 18 70 
Liverpool 29 21 6 275 20 69 
Chelsea 28 17 8 357 19 59 
Arsenal 2817 3 8 44 31 54 
Tottenham 29 16 3 10 47 36 51 
Man United 29 14 8 7 48 40 50 
West Ham 30 14 6 10 49 39 48 
Wolverhampton 30 14 4 12 31 26 46 
Aston Villa 29 11 3 15 41 40 36 
Leicester 27 10 611 42 46 36 
Southampton 29 811 10 36 45 35 
Crystal Palace 29 713 9 39 38 34 
Brighton 29 712 10 26 36 33 
Newcastle 29 710 12 32 49 31 
Brentford 30 8 6 16 33 47 30 
Leeds 30 7 8 15 34 67 29 
Everton 27 741629 47 25 
Watford 29 6 419 29 55 22 
Burnley 27 312 12 22 38 21 
Norwich 29 452018 63 17 


SATURDAY, APRIL 2 

Liverpool vs. Watford, 7:30a.m. 
Brighton vs. Norwich, 10a.m. 
Burnley vs. Man City, 10a.m. 
Chelsea vs. Brentford, 10a.m. 
Leeds vs. Southampton, 10a.m. 


Wolverhampton vs. Aston Villa, 10a.m. 


Man United vs. Leicester, 12:30p.m. 


U.S. MEN’S SCHEDULE 
q-Thursday: vs. Mexico, 10 p.m. 
q-March 27: vs. Panama, 7 p.m. 
q-March 30: vs. Costa Rcia, 9 p.m. 
q-World Cup qualifying 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


MEN’S NIT 

TUESDAY’S QUARTERFINALS 

St. Bonaventure vs. Virginia, 7p.m. 
Xavier vs. Vanderbilt, 9p.m. 


WEDNESDAY’S QUARTERFINALS 
Texas A&M vs. Wake Forest, 7p.m. 
BYU vs. Washington St., 9p.m. 
Semifinals, Tuesday, March 29 

at Madison Square Garden, New York 


MEN’S CBI 

MONDAY’S QUARTERFINALS 
NC-Wilmington 76, Drake 75 

N. Colorado 87, NC-Asheville 84 
Middle Tennessee 76, Boston U. 46 
Ohio vs. Abilene Christian, late 
TUESDAY’S SEMIFINALS 
Drake-UNC-Wilmington winner vs. N. 
Colorado-UNC-Asheville winner, 7p.m. 
Middle Tennessee-Boston U. winner vs. 
Ohio-Abilene Christian winner, 9p.m. 
SUNDAY’S FIRST ROUND 

NC Wilmington 93, VMI 78 

No. Colorado 74, Fla. Atlantic 71 
Boston 71, NC Greensboro 68 

Abilene Christian 82, Troy 70 


THE BASKETBALL CLASSIC 
MONDAY’S SECOND ROUND 

Coastal Carolina 84, Fla. Gulf Coast 68 
SC Upstate at South Alabama, late 
TUESDAY’S SECOND ROUND 

Southern Utah at UTEP, 8p.m. 
WEDNESDAY’S SECOND ROUND 
Youngstown St. at Fresno St, 10p.m. 


WOMEN’S NIT 

MONDAY’S SECOND ROUND 
Drexel 61, Bucknell 58 

Boston College 94, Quinnipiac 68 
Seton Hall 70, Va. Commonwealth 67 
Toledo 79, Kent State 59 

Middle Tenn. 67, Wake Forest 55 
Alabama 81, Tulane 77 

Drake 62, Northern lowa 55 
Vanderbilt vs. Liberty, late 
Marquette vs. Purdue, late 


WEDNESDAY’S THIRD ROUND 
Oregon St. vs. New Mexico, TBA 
UCLA vs. Wyoming, TBA 

Boston College vs. Columbia, TBA 
Drexel vs. Seton Hall, TBA 
Marquette/Purdue vs. Toledo, TBA 
Vanderbilt/Liberty vs. MTSU, TBA 
S. Dakota St. vs. Drake, TBA 
Houston vs. Alabama, TBA 


SUNDAY’S SECOND ROUND 

S. Dakota St. 78, Minnesota 57 
Houston 63, Tennessee Tech 55 
Columbia 62, Old Dominion 59 
Wyoming 97, Tulsa 90 

Oregon State 74, Portland 56 
New Mexico 73, San Diego 69 
UCLA 61, Air Force 45 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
INVITATIONAL 

SUNDAY’S CHAMPIONSHIP 

St Mary’s (Cal.) 80, Cleveland State 73 


MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL 


SPRING TRAINING 

AMERICAN LEAGUE W L_. PCT. 
Boston 5 0. 1.000 
Kansas City 2 0 1.000 
Chicago 4 1 .800 
Toronto 3 261 150 
Cleveland 2 4 .667 
Oakland 1 1 .500 
Los Angeles 2 2 500 
Texas rt 2 500 
Baltimore 1 2 333 
Detroit 1 2 333 
New York t 2 Pic Ye 
Seattle 1 3 .250 
Minnesota 1 4 .200 
Houston 0 3 .000 
Tampa Bay 0 3 .000 
NATIONAL LEAGUE W L_. PCT. 
Miami 3 0 1.000 
St. Louis 3 0 1.000 
Milwaukee 2 0 1.000 
Pittsburgh 3 1 .750 
Atlanta z2 2 .667 
Chicago 3 2 .600 
Colorado 3 2 .600 
Cincinnati 2 2 .500 
New York 1 2 333 
Philadelphia 1 2 Roe 1) 
San Francisco 1 2 333 
Washington 1 3 .250 
San Diego 1 3 .250 
Arizona 1 4 .200 
Los Angeles 0 2 .000 


Standings do not reflect tie games 


MONDAY’S RESULTS 

Baltimore 10, Minnesota 8 
Boston 5, Atlanta 0 

Toronto 3, Detroit 1 

Miami 3, N.Y. Mets 0 

N.Y. Yankees 5, Philadelphia 2 
Pittsburgh 5, Tampa Bay 1 

Chi. Cubs 3, Cincinnati 2 

Chi. White Sox 8, L.A. Dodgers 6 
Arizona 9, Seattle 1 

Colorado 8, San Diego 4 

Kansas City 8, L.A. Angels 5 
Texas 25, Cleveland 12 

St. Louis 7, Washington 3 
Milwaukee vs. San Francisco, late 


TUESDAY’S GAMES 

Atlanta vs. Minnesota,, 1:05p.m. 
Detroit vs. Philadelphia, 1:05p.m. 
Baltimore vs. Pittsburgh., 1:05p.m. 
Miami vs. St. Louis, 1:05p.m. 

Boston vs. Tampa Bay, 1:05p.m. 

N.Y. Yankees vs. Toronto., 1:07p.m. 
San Diego vs. Cleveland, 4:05p.m. 
Cincinnati vs. L.A. Dodgers, 4:05p.m. 
Texas vs. Arizona, 4:10p.m. 
Colorado vs. L.A. Angels, 4:10p.m. 
Chi. White Sox vs. Milwaukee, 4:10p.m. 
Chicago Cubs vs. Seattle., 4:10p.m. 
Oakland vs. Kansas City, 6:05p.m. 
Houston vs. N.Y. Mets, 6:10p.m. 


AUTO RACING 


LATE SUNDAY: NASCAR CUP 
FOLDS OF HONOR QUIKTRIP 500 


At Atlanta Motor Speedway 
Hampton, Ga., Lap length: 1.54 mile 


FP SP DRIVER M LAP PT 
1 12 William Byron G 325 52 
2 7 Ross Chastain C 325 36 
3. 9 Kurt Busch T 325 39 
4 13 Daniel Suarez C 325 46 
5 33 Corey Lajoie C 325. 32 
6 6 Chase Elliott C 325 40 
7 14 ChrisBuescher F 325 30 
8 26 MartinTruexJr T 325 33 
9 3 Joey Logano F 325 28 
10 11 Alex Bowman C 325 31 
11 22 Justin Haley CG 325 26 
12 24 Brad Keselowski F 325 31 
13 19 Bubba Wallace T 325 27 
14 23 Erik Jones C 325 29 
15 1 Chase Briscoe F 325 30 
16 36 Josh Bilicki C 325 0 
17 2 Ryan Blaney F 325 30 
18 35 David Ragan F 325 19 
19 34 BJ McLeod F 325 18 
20 37 Greg Biffle C 325. 17 
21 8 Kevin Harvick F 325 16 
22 10 Aric Almirola F 325 22 
23 27 Christopher Bell T 325 15 
24 29 Michael McDowell F 321 13 
25 31 HarrisonBurton F 321 12 
26 32 Cody Ware F 300-a 11 
27 25 Todd Gilliland F 297-b 10 
28 5 Tyler Reddick C 245-a 12 
29 15 Denny Hamlin T 212-a 17 
30 21 KyleLarson C 212-a 9 
31 28 Ricky Stenhouse JrC 200-a 13 
32 16 Austin Cindric F 200-a 5 
33 4 Kyle Busch T 17l-a 4 
34 20 Cole Custer F 150-a 3 
35 17 Austin Dillon C 101l-a 2 
36 18 TyDillon C 101l-a 1 
37 30 Noah Gragson C 23-a 0 


a-accident; b-DVP; C-Chevrolet; F-Ford, 
T-Toyota 

Winner's average speed: 126.586 mph. 
Time: 3 hours, 57 minutes, 14 seconds. 
Margin of Victory: .145 seconds. 
Caution Flags: 11 for 65 laps. 

Lead Changes: 46 among 20 drivers. 
Top 16 in Points: 1. J.Logano, 136; 2. 
Ky.Busch, 132; 3. C.Elliott, 131; 4. K.Lar- 
son, 126; 5. C.Briscoe, 126; 6. A.Almi- 
rola, 122; 7. R.Blaney, 118; 8. A.Cindric, 
116; 9. T.Reddick, 114; 10. K.Harvick, 
111; 11. A.,Bowman, 109; 12. Ku.Busch, 
109; 13. M.Truex, 109; 14. R.Chastain, 
101; 15. W.Byron, 98; 16. A.Dillon, 97. 
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Lightning coach Jon Cooper on all the deals made at the NHL’s trade deadline Monday: 
“Everybody’s trying to get that extra edge — whatever they think that is.” CHRIS O’MEARA/AP 


NHL TRADE DEADLINE ANALYSIS 


East up for grabs 
after flurry of deals 


In quest for 3-peat, Lightning 
know others just got better 


By Stephen Whyno 


Associated Press 


Jon Cooper is keenly aware that the 
Lightning’s path to hoisting the Stanley Cup 
a third consecutive year got more difficult 
after a series of big trades in recent days. 

“Tt’s just looks like the Atlantic’s like one 
big arms race,’ Cooper said after practice 
Monday. “Everybody’s trying to get that 
extra edge — whatever they think that is.” 

The path through the Eastern Confer- 
ence is now an even more grueling ordeal 
than it appeared to be a week ago. Even in 
a sellers’ market, every playoff-bound team 
in the East made at least one trade and each 
got better in a different way. 

“Good teams could get upset (in the) first 
round and you never know what’s going 
to happen after that,” Capitals GM Brian 
MacLellan said. “Those eight teams are all 
good teams: I think on any given night, one 
could beat the other.” 

While the Avalanche and Flames have 
separated themselves from the rest of the 
pack in the West, good luck designating a 
favorite in the East. After all the activity in 
the days leading up to the deadline, at least 
three teams could stake that claim. 

Atop the list are the back-to-back defend- 
ing champion Lightning, who after losing 
an entire forward line to salary cap attrition 
last summer somehow might now be deeper 
than they were their last two title runs. GM 
Julien BriseBois lived up to his wheel- 
ing-and-dealing rep by trading a combined 
three roster players, two first-round picks 
and a fourth-rounder for forwards Brandon 
Hagel, Nick Paul and Riley Nash. 

The Lightning’s trade for Hagel came in 
the aftermath of the rival Panthers going all 
in for the stout defenseman they’ve been 
seeking all season in Ben Chiarot. The hefty 
price of top prospect Ty Smilanic, a first- 
rounder in 2023 and another draft pick 
was no object for the NHL’s highest-scor- 
ing team to solve its biggest need. 

Then, for good measure, the Panthers 
sent their 2024 first-round pick to the Flyers 
for two-way forward and faceoff ace Claude 


IN BRIEF 


Giroux and got depth defenseman Robert 
Hagg from the Sabres. If Sergei Bobrovsky 
can recapture the form from his two Vezina 
Trophy seasons, the Panthers now look like 
they can win in the playoffs without having 
to outscore their problems. 

The Maple Leafs might need to do that. 

Even after trading for defenseman Mark 
Giordano in their biggest pre-deadline 
move, they failed to solve their goaltending 
woes. The Leafs couldn’t close a deal for 
Marc-Andre Fleury — who went from the 
Blackhawks to the Wild in the biggest trade 
of deadline day — and then lost Olympic 
gold medal-winning goaltender Harri Sateri 
to the Coyotes on waivers after attempting 
to sign him for the rest of the season. 

Defenseman Hampus Lindholm landed 
with the Bruins, who over the weekend 
traded a first-round pick, two second- 
round picks and young defenseman Urho 
Vaakanainen for him. They re-signed him 
for $52 million over eight years and would 
have made more moves if possible. 

“The bottom line is the war of attrition 
starts from now until when the Cup is 
presented, and staying healthy’s a big part 
of that,” Bruins GM Don Sweeney said. 

MacLellan acknowledged after acquir- 
ing depth forwards Marcus Johansson and 
Johan Larsson for the Caps that health will 
be a major factor in which team gets out of 
the East. It won’t be easy in the Metropoli- 
tan part of the bracket after the moves made 
by the Hurricanes, Penguins and Rangers. 

The Hurricanes, with help from the 
Panthers to make the cap math work, 
acquired forward Max Domi from the Blue 
Jackets. The Hurricanes didn’t give up 
anyone from their roster and still added a 
talented player who can help them out of 
scoring slumps. 

The Rangers did a little bit of every- 
thing to solidify a young, unproven team in 
front of elite goalie Igor Shesterkin. They 
acquired veteran defenseman Justin Braun 
from the Flyers and added two more versa- 
tile forwards, getting Andrew Copp from 
the Jets and Tyler Motte from the Canucks. 

The Penguins made an even bigger splash 
up front by trading two roster players, a 
goaltending prospect and a second-round 
pick this summer to the Ducks for winger 
Rickard Rakell. 


Mickelson won't play in Masters 


News services 


Three-time Masters champion Phil 
Mickelson, out of public view since his 
inflammatory remarks about the Saudi- 
funded rival league and the PGA Tour, has 
decided not to play at Augusta National this 
year. 

Mickelson’s name was moved from the 
list of players expected to compete in the 
Masters to a section at the bottom titled, 
“past champions not playing.” 

The club confirmed that Mickelson has 
notified Augusta National he will not be 
playing. The Masters is April 7-10. 

It will be the first time Mickelson isn’t 
at the Masters since 1994, when he was 
recovering from abroken leg suffered while 
skiing. 

Mickelson, who last year became golf’s 
oldest major champion when he won the 
PGA Championship at age 50, was at the 
Saudi International when he accused the 
PGA Tour in a Golf Digest interview of 
“obnoxious greed.” 

Two weeks later, golf writer Alan 
Shipnuck published part of his upcoming 
biography on Mickelson that shed further 
insight into his involved with Greg Norman 
and the Saudi-funded “Super Golf League.” 

Mickelson hasn’t played since the Saudi 
International on Feb. 6. He said in his state- 
ment that he “desperately needed” time 
away to sort our his priorities. 


College basketball: LSU is filling its men’s 
coaching vacancy with Murray State’s 
Matt McMahon, according to reports. The 
hiring comes two days after Murray State’s 
season ended with a loss to Saint Peter’s in 
the second round of the NCAA Tourna- 
ment. McMahon, 43, replaces Will Wade, 


who was fired March 12 for cause amid 
allegations of serious recruiting violations. 
... Dara Mabrey scored a season-high 29 
points, and No. 5 seed Notre Dame rolled 
past No. 4 Oklahoma 108-64 to earn a spot 
in the women’s Sweet 16. Mabrey made 11 
of 19 field goals, including seven 3-point- 
ers. Sonia Citron scored 25 points and Maya 
Dodson added 20 for Notre Dame (24-8), 
which became the first team, men’s or 
women’s, to beat a higher-seeded team by 
at least 40 points. Taylor Robertson scored 
19 points for the host Sooners (25-9), who 
committed 28 turnovers and shot just 32.3% 
from the floor. 


NBA: Nets coach Steve Nash announced 
that G Ben Simmons has a herniated disk 
in his back. Nash remains optimistic that 
Simmons will play at some point this season. 
Simmons has yet to be cleared for practice 
since he was acquired from the 76ers just 
before the trade deadline last month. He 
hasn’t played this season. 


NFL: The Saints are bringing back QB 
Jameis Winston after not landing Deshaun 
Watson. Winston and the Saints agreed 
to two-year deal worth $28 million with 
$21 million guaranteed, ESPN reported. 
Winston, 28, went 5-2 in his first year as 
a starter with the Saints in 2021, but he 
suffered a knee injury Oct. 31. 


NHL: King GM Rob Blake said he wasn’t 
sure of Drew Doughty will play again this 
season. Doughty has missed the last six 
games after sustaining an upper-injury 
injury against the Bruins on March 7. The 
two-time Stanley Cup winner and blue-line 
anchor leads Kings defensemen with seven 
goals and 24 assists in 39 games. 
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
Saturday: vs. Indiana, 
NCAA Sweet 16, ifnecessary. 


UCONN 








WOMEN’S NCAA 'TOURNAMENT 


Lady Vols escape Belmont for 1st Sweet 16 since 2016 


By Teresa M. Walker 


Associated Press 


KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Sara 
Puckett hit a 3-pointer with 17.5 
seconds left to put Tennessee ahead 
to stay as the fourth-seeded Lady 
Vols held off neighbor Belmont 
70-67 on Monday night to advance 
to their first Sweet 16 since 2016. 

The Lady Vols (25-8) improved 
to 23-1 on their home floor in the 


Yankees 


from Page 1 


limited to four late-season 
relief appearances in 2021 
after having Tommy John 
surgery on Feb. 27, 2020, 
had an encouraging outing 
Sunday despite giving up four 
runs in two innings against 
the Detroit Tigers. After- 
ward, Severino said health- 
wise he feels pretty good. 

Taillon went 8-6 with a 
4,30 ERA over 29 starts in his 
first season with the Yankees. 
Prior to last year, he hadn’t 
pitched since May 1, 2019, 
while with the Pittsburgh 
Pirates because of Tommy 
John surgery. 

Severino’s two-inning 
stint was the first time he 
pitched at spring training in 
four years. He was hurt while 
warming up for his initial 
scheduled exhibition start in 
2019. 

“T felt, like, more nervous 
than 2015 (rookie year),” 
Severino said. “I threw two 
innings, hopefully next one 
I get three. I’m real excited 
about it.” 

A19-game winner in 2018, 
Severino signed a four-year, 
$40 million contract before 
the 2019 season. He was 
limited by shoulder soreness 
to three appearances in 2019, 
the first on Sept. 17 and the 
last on Sept. 28, plus a pair of 
postseason starts 

“Watching Sevie throw 


second round of a women’s NCAA 
Tournament. They earned the 
program’s 29th Sweet 16 berth and 
will meet top-seeded Louisville on 
Saturday in the regional semifinal 


in Wichita, Kansas. 






Tennessee had to scrap for this 
win after blowing a 14-point lead 
in the third quarter to lead only 
48-46 going into the final quarter. 
The Lady Vols scored the first four 
of the final quarter for a 52-46 lead. 


remaining. 
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The Bruins went up 61-60 on 
Madison Bartley’s layup with 4:07 
left. Tennessee tied it at 64 ona 
jumper by Alexus Dye with 2:39 
left. Bartley put Belmont ahead 
66-64 with another layup with 2:23 


Jamilyn Kinney, who attempted 
only seven free throws all season, 
missed both tries with 25.7 seconds 
left. After a Tennessee timeout, the 
Lady Vols got the ball to Puckett in 
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but net. 


the left corner, and she hit nothing 


Tamari Key hit three of four 
free throws for Tennessee inside 
the final 10 seconds. Bruins guard 
Tuti Jones hit her first free throw 
with 3.8 seconds remaining and 
missed the second. Destinee 
Wells had a final chance to force 
overtime, but her long 3 hit off the 
backboard above the rim before 
the buzzer. 
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Alexus Dye led Tennessee with 


20 points and 11 rebounds, her 


fourth straight double-double. 
Belmont (23-8) wanted to take 
advantage of being so close to home 
as only three programs all time with 
a winning record against the Lady 
Vols. They snapped a 13-game 
winning streak trying to join Quin- 
nipiac in 2017 and San Francisco in 
1996 as the only 12 seeds to reacha 


regional semifinal. 


Yankees righthander Jameson Taillon warms up before the his spring training start Monday against the Phillies. He pitched two 
scoreless innings. LYNNE SLADKY/AP 


yesterday made me super 
happy,” Taillon said. “He 
looked super healthy and 
strong. I think we’ve got a lot 
of really good arms.” 

Nestor Cortes Jr., in the 
mix for the back end of the 
rotation, also had two strong 
innings against the Phillies. 

“I’m excited about what 


we have,” Yankees manager 
Aaron Boone said. “I think 
pitching overall was a 
strength of ours last year. 
Again we’re in middle, later 
part of March, so I don’t 
want to get too far ahead of 
ourselves because we have a 
long way to go, but I do feel 
like we have the makings of a 


really good staff both starting 
and relief corps.” 


Notes: Cole, bothered by left 
hamstring tightness late in 
2021, had a simulated game 
Friday and is scheduled to 
do it again Tuesday. ... The 
Yankees finalized a minor 
league contract with INF/ 


METS 


Scherzer throws 5 innings in spring 


debut, with fans finally behind him 


By Deesha Thosar 
New York Daily News 


JUPITER, Fla. — There are quite a few 
things that are unique about this year’s Mets 
spring training. Camp opened later than 
usual, due to MLB’s lockout. There are only 
15 exhibition games, rather than the typi- 
cal 25. Spring training is also just 3 % weeks, 
rather than the usual six-week marathon. 

On Monday, the abnormalities only 
continued when Max Scherzer threw five 
innings — yes, five — in his Grapefruit League 
debut. The three-time Cy Young winner 
stretched out all the way to 72 pitches and 
registered five strikeouts in the Mets’ 3-0 
loss to the Marlins on Monday. He gave up 
one run in the first, then settled in to retire 
nine consecutive batters. No free passes 
either, as Scherzer said he tried not to walk 
anybody and instead focused on attacking 
the zone with all five pitches in his intimi- 
dating arsenal. 

And for the first time in Scherzer’s 14-year 
career, the fans wearing orange and blue at 
Roger Dean Stadium were cheering for Mad 
Max. 

“It’s fun to have these New York fans 
behind you now,” Scherzer said. “Coming 
in and competing against them for so long, 
and now having them on your side, it’s great. 
Seeing kids out there wearing your jersey, 
that always puts a smile on my face. I want 
to go out there and represent myself and the 
Mets as best I can,” 

The former Nationals pitcher said he is 
looking forward to experiencing the raucous 
crowd at Citi Field with Mets fans having his 
back for the first time. 

“T like a hostile environment,” Scherzer 
said. “T like it when it feels like the fans are 
going to come out of the stands and get you. 
Those are fun environments to pitch in. ’m 
a high-adrenaline pitcher, so I feel comfort- 
able pitching in that environment. New York 
is definitely one of those types of environ- 





The Mets’ Max Scherzer pitches in the second 
inning of a spring training game against the 
Marlins on Monday. He gave up one run and 
struck out five in five innings. SUEOGROCKI/AP 


ments that brought that type of energy. It’s 
going to be fun pitching in the lot in that type 
of atmosphere.” 

Scherzer said he worked up his pitch 
count prior to spring training. When he 
wasn’t acting as one of the lead negotia- 
tors for the players union, he was throw- 
ing live batting practice — often to Mets 
backup catcher Tomas Nido — at the Cressey 
Sports Performance complex in Palm Beach 
Gardens. Nido had already caught three live 
batting practice sessions for Scherzer before 
they came to Mets camp on March 11. 

So Scherzer and Nido were already on 
the same page well before Monday. Nido 
also caught Scherzer in a simulated game 
at Clover Park last week. Scherzer hasn’t 
thrown much in game situations to the Mets’ 
starting catcher, James McCann. 

“We’ve kind of worked some hitters. 
We’ve kind of worked some sequences,” 
Scherzer said of his comfortability with 
Nido. “He kind of understands what I want 
to do. So I would have to say I’ve actually 
thrown a lot more to Nido [than McCann].” 

Scherzer emphasized that he can throw to 
any catcher that Mets manager Buck Show- 
alter decides to put in the lineup. “I will 
make it work,” Scherzer said. 


Did you know? 


More than 3.5 million children age 14 and younger receive 


medical treatment for sports injuries annually. According to the 
Center for Disease Control, more than half of all sports injurys are 


preventable. 
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Sox 
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“Yesterday that play 
by Raffy, that wasn’t easy. 
I mean, spring training 
game, boom, first play 
to your right, catch it 
and throw it. That was a 
good play. That’s a good 
beginning. We should be 
better.” 

Adding a _ plus-de- 
fender in Trevor Story to 
the infield should help, 
though the career shortstop 
hasn’t played second base 
since 2015 in the minor 
leagues. 

“I’m going to push for 
defense, and they know it,” 
Cora said. “And there were 
some good times last year 
defensively; there were 
some rough ones. 

“We’re not the most 
athletic team in the infield, 
but we can turn ground- 
balls into outs. Whatever 
you touch, you should turn 
into outs. You’ve got to 
make plays. That’s it. It’s 
not about your range.” 

Cora said defensive 
metrics are questionable 
to use, and he thinks some 
players are manipulating 
them for their own bene- 
fit. The Gold Glove voting 
now includes 25% statistics, 
with the SABR Defensive 
Index counting heavily in 
the award. 

“It doesn’t mean 
anything,’ Cora said of the 
Gold Glove. “We know 
it. Rafael Palmeiro won a 
Gold Glove, and he was a 
DH. ... I heard guys who 
know the system, and they 
know that every tag means 
a point. Every cutoff and 


RIB) RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


OF Marwin Gonzalez, who 
joined the major league 
spring training camp. Gonza- 
lez, 33, is a career .256 hitter 
with 101 homers and 397 
RBIs. In 2021, the switch-hit- 
ter had a.199 average, hitting 
five homers and driving in 28 
runs in 91 games with the Red 
Sox and Astros. 


relay means a point. Every 
ball that you dive for and 
you don’t throw, you stop 
the guy to get to second, it’s 
extra credit. 

“So ifthat’s what the Gold 
Gloveis, that you know how 
to beat the system to get the 
Gold Glove, well, it’s not 
worth it.” 

Cora joked that when he 
was playing shortstop with 
the Red Sox, third baseman 
Mike Lowell bossed him 
around. 

“Mikey Lowell used to 
tell me, ‘Whenever they 
hit a pop-up to you, let me 
get it so I can win a Gold 
Glove,” Cora said. “He used 
to lead the league in field- 
ing percentage all the time. 
He took all the pop-ups. 
Go ahead, man. I just want 
a two-year deal.” 


New start for JBJ: Jackie 
Bradley Jr. is getting a lot of 
early at-bats as the Red Sox 
try to geta feel for his swing 
early in camp. 

He’s 1-for-10 thus far. 

“There’s a lot of work to 
do,” Cora said. “We we’ve 
been through this path 
before. (Hitting coach Pete 
Fatse) had the experience 
with him in 2020, which 
is a good start. When we 
when we pulled the trade a 
half hour before (the CBA 
expired on Dec. 1), it was 
like yeah, we got him, but 
now we can’t talk. 

“Tt was gonna be benefi- 
cial to work with him, but 
it is what it is... It’s about 
hitting the ball the other 
way, driving the ball to left 
center. When he does that 
he becomes very danger- 
ous. So that’s what we 
want.” 


UCONN 
BASEBALL 


Huskies 
bow to UC 
San Diego 
in finale 


of series 


Staff report 


The 25th-ranked 
UConn baseball team 
(14-4) dropped the series 
finale 8-7 on Monday 
afternoon at UC San 
Diego, but took two out 
of three in San Diego. 

The Huskies battled 
back from multiple defi- 
cits. They trailed 4-1 
entering the fifth inning 
and 7-6 heading to the 
eighth. 

UConn produced its 
best inning of the day 
with a five-run fifth on 
the strength of three hits. 
Zach Bushling extended 
his hitting streak to 11 
games with a two-run 
single. 

Erik Stock tied the 
score with his first triple 
of the season. 

Casey Dana followed 
with a two-run homer, 
his third-straight day 
with a home run, to give 
UConn its first lead of the 
day, 6-4. 

The Tritons responded 
with three runs in the 
bottom of the fifth to 
retake the lead. Garrett 
Coe came on with 
runners at the corners 
and no outs and recorded 
a strikeout and double 
play ball to keep the 
Huskies within a run. 

Brady Afthim followed 
suit out of the UConn 
bullpen by stranding the 
bases loaded with back- 
to-back strikeouts in the 
seventh. 

Matt Donlan evened 
the score in the eighth 
with a two-out solo 
homer, his third home 
run of the season for 
UConn. 

The Tritons (7-12) 
immediately responded 
with a run in the bottom 
half of the eighth and 
held on for the 8-7 
victory. 

UConn starter Enzo 
Stefanoni gave up five 
hits, five runs and one 
walk in four innings, 
striking out three. Ian 
Cooke relieved Stefanoni 
after he walked the lead- 
off batter in the fifth, but 
Cooke failed to record an 
out, giving up four hits 
and two runs before Coe 
closed out the inning. 
Coe allowed one hit 
and two walks in 2 % 
innings. 

UConn heads home 
after a 5-3 spring break 
trip and will take on 
Bryant on Wednesday at 
3 p.m. at Elliot Ballpark in 
Storrs. 


m College results, 
schedule. Page 6 
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bring mostly sunny skies on Tuesday 


with high temperatures mainly in the 50s, although portions of northern 
Litchfield County will remain in the upper 40s. The wind will be northwest 


will cause thickening cloudiness on 


Wednesday and there could be a few showers by late in the day, mainly 
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SUNDAY’S LATE Quinnipiac at Yale, 3p.m. 
Sacred Heart at Boston College, 3p.m. 
HIGH SCHOOL RESULT Eastern at Westfield State, 3:30p.m. 


>to) 6-9 =7.¥-) 4-35-71 8B 


3-0-6, Preston Fowler 4-1-9, Samson Reilly 0-0-0. Totals 21-3- 
50. 

NOTRE DAME-WEST HAVEN (25-2): Mekhi Conner 3-2-9, 
Timaury Gay 4-0-9, Andrew Lazarre 7-0-16, Tajae Jones 3-1-7, 
Jordan Elliott 3-0-6, Matthew Piechota 0-0-0, Amare Davis 
1-0-2, Nicholas Preschel 0-0-0. Totals 21-3-49. 


EC 71915 9— 50 
ND 15 911 14- 49 
MONDAY’S HIGH 
SCHOOL RESULT 

=o) 6-9, [oles 4-5 4 


Division ll—Final at People’s United Center, Quinnipiac, 
Hamden 

WETHERSFIELD 3, NORTH HAVEN 0 

Goals: W—Jack Millen, Colby Quinn, William McCarter. 
Saves: W—Matthew Ruck, 22; NH—Jared Anderson, 20. Rec.: 
W-18-6-2; NH—23-3. 


MONDAY’S COLLEGE RESULTS 
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


WNIT—Second Round 
QUINNIPIAC AT BOSTON COLLEGE, LATE 


BASEBALL 
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WISCONSIN-EAU CLAIRE 10, TRINITY 9 
SOFTBALL 
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MEN’S LACROSSE 


TRINITY 9, ST. JOHN FISHER 7 

MEN’S TENNIS 
TRINITY VS. GOUCHER, LATE 
TUESDAY’S COLLEGE 
SCHEDULE 


BASEBALL 
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SOFTBALL 
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Trinity vs. Wisconsin-Oshkosh (Clermont, Fla.), 11:15a.m. 
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MEN’S LACROSSE 
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WOMEN’S LACROSSE 
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MEN’S TENNIS 

Trinity vs. Hobart (Orlando, Fla.), time TBA 
WOMEN’S TENNIS 

Trinity vs. William Smith (Orlando, Fla.), 8a.m. 


WEDNESDAY’S COLLEGE 
SCHEDULE 


BASEBALL 


SOFTBALL 


Central at Yale (2), 12:30p.m. 
Fairfield at Hartford, 2:30p.m. 
Army at UConn, 3p.m. 


MEN’S LACROSSE 


Roger Williams at Eastern, 5p.m. 
Wesleyan at Coast Guard, 6p.m. 
St. Joseph at Anna Maria, 6p.m. 
Trinity at Endicott, 7p.m. 


WOMEN’S LACROSSE 


Manhattan at Sacred Heart, 3p.m. 
Western at Wesleyan, 6p.m. 


MEN’S TENNIS 


Trinity vs. Colorado College (Orlando, Fla.), 8a.m. 


WOMEN’S TENNIS 


Trinity vs. Colorado College (Orlando, Fla.), 8a.m. 
Trinity vs. St. Thomas (Orlando, Fla.), 3p.m. 


THURSDAY’S 
COLLEGE SCHEDULE 


BASEBALL 


Trinity vs. Benedictine (Davenport, Fla.), 1p.m. 
New England College at Eastern, 5p.m. 


SOFTBALL 


Trinity vs. Buffalo State (Clermont, Fla.), 9:45a.m. 
Trinity vs. Manchester (Clermont, Fla.), noon 
St. Joseph at Sarah Lawrence (2), 3p.m. 


WOMEN’S LACROSSE 


Trinity at Springfield, 4p.m. 


BIG EAST BASEBALL STANDINGS 























Team CONF CPCT OVR PCT 
UConn 0-0 .000 14-4 178 
Georgetown 0-0 .000 12-7 .632 
Creighton 0-0 .000 9-6 .600 
Butler 0-0 .000 9-10 474 
Xavier 0-0 .000 8-13 381 
St. John’s 0-0 .000 5-14 .263 
Villanova 0-0 .000 3-13-1 206 
Seton Hall 0-0 .000 1-15 062 
MONDAY’S RESULT 

UC-SAN DIEGO 8, UCONN 7 

TUESDAY’S SCHEDULE 


Hofstra at St. John’s, 3p.m. 
Butler at Tennessee, 6p.m. 


BIG EAST SOFTBALL STANDINGS 


Team CONF CPCT OVR PCT 
UConn 5-1 .833 14-11 560 
Butler 4-1 .800 16-8 .667 
Providence 4-2 .667 15-7 .682 
Seton Hall 3-3 500 11-13 .458 
Georgetown 2-2 500 11-13 458 
DePaul 1-2 333 11-14 .440 
Creighton 1-3 .250 11-10 524 
St. John’s 1-5 .167 5-19 .208 
Villanova 0-2 .000 10-16 385 
TUESDAY’S SCHEDULE 


St. John’s at Manhattan, 2p.m. 
Providence at Rhode Island, 3p.m. 


BIG EAST BASKETBALL STANDINGS 


MEN’S (FINAL) 


Team CONF CPCT OVR PCT 
Providence 14-3 824 25-5 833 
Villanova 16-4 .800 26-7 .188 
UConn 13-6 .684 23-9 719 
Creighton 12-7 .632 22-11 .667 
Seton Hall 11-8 5719 21-10 .677 
Marquette 11-8 5719 19-12 .613 
Xavier 8-11 421 18-13 581 
St.John’s 8-11 421 17-15 531 
DePaul 6-14 300 15-16 484 
Butler 6-14 300 14-19 424 
Georgetown 0-19 .000 6-25 .194 
WOMEN’S (FINAL) 

Team CONF CPCT OVR PCT 
UConn 16-1 941 25-5 .833 
Villanova 15-4 .189 23-8 142 
Creighton 15-5 750 20-9 .690 
DePaul 14-6 .700 22-10 .688 
Marquette 13-7 .650 21-10 .677 
Seton Hall 12-8 .600 19-12 .613 
St.John’s = 7-12 368 12-19 387 
Providence 6-14 300 11-19 .367 
Georgetown 4-15 211 10-19 345 
Xavier 4-16 .200 9-21 300 
Butler 0-18 .000 1-27 .036 
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Patriots offensive lineman Trent Brown has agreed to a two-year contract to remain in New 


England. STEW MILNE/AP 


NFL NOTES 


Patriots re-sign tackle 
Brown, work out Butler 


Courant wire services 


Offensive tackle Trent Brown has agreed 
to a two-year deal to return to the New 
England Patriots. 

Brown’s agent, Drew Rosenhaus, on 
Monday confirmed the new contract, 
which will help the Patriots maintain some 
stability on the right side of their front five 
after trading right guard Shaq Mason to 
Tampa Bay. 

Brown, 28, returned to New England 
this past season after two years with the 
Raiders, but he missed eight straight games 
in 2021 after injuring a calf in the season 
opener. He returned for the final nine 
games (including playoffs) at right tackle 
and ranked as the Patriots’ second-highest 
rated lineman. With Brown back, third- 
year lineman Mike Onwenu appears to 
be the leading candidate to fill Mason’s 
spot beside him at right guard. Onwenu 
started the first four games at left guard 
in 2021. 

Free agent cornerback Malcolm Butler, 
who retired before last season after signing 
with Arizona, also could be returning. He 
came in for a workout with the Patriots on 
Monday, the Boston Globe reported. 

Butler, 32, hasn’t played since 2020, 
when he started every game for the Titans, 
posting career highs with four intercep- 
tions and 100 tackles. He started his career 
with a four-year stint in New England, 
where in his last game he was mysteri- 
ously benched for Super Bow] LII against 
the Eagles. 

Giants making most of Buffalo connec- 


tion: The Giants keep signing players away 
from the Bills, the team where their new 
general manager and coach spent the 
past four seasons building a moribund 
roster into a contender. Running back 
Matt Breida and offensive lineman Jamil 
Douglas became the latest free agents to 
make that move, signing their contracts 
with the Giants on Monday. They follow 
offensive lineman Jon Feliciano, receiver 
Robert Foster, quarterback Davis Webb 
and running back Antonio Williams, all 
of whom arrive with an understanding of 
coach Brian Daboll’s playbook. 

“T think it’s guys who know how to win, 
leadership, guys who know what it takes 
to get to the playoffs, and that’s definitely 
what we expect here with the Giants, noth- 
ing short of that,” Breida told Newsday of 
the Bills’ culture. “Having those guys here 
is going to help with the rest of the team, 
and I’m excited to get to work.” 

Said Douglas: “I definitely think it’s a 
culture-type thing.” 

Carter leaving Giants for Falcons: Edge- 
rusher Lorenzo Carter, a 2018 third-round 
pick who had five sacks in his last four 
games for the Giants in 2021, agreed to a 
one-year deal with the Falcons as a free 
agent, as first reported by NFL Network. 
The move returns the linebacker from the 
University of Georgia to his home state on 
a prove-it deal after his career with the 
Giants never developed as hoped. Carter 
posted four sacks and then 4.5 in his first 
two seasons with the Giants. He tore an 
Achilles early in the 2020 season and came 
back to start 14 games in 2021. 


